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TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES

THE BREAKING OF THE

SEVEN SEALS

By V. T. HOUTEFF

"Now is the judgment of this world: now

shall the prince of this world be cast

out." John 12:31.
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H A T D O E S T H IS M E A N T O Y O U?

What success would we have in canvassing

r books, and what good would they do if

ospective buyers and readers would first

nsult the ministers of their own

nomination and would take their counsel?

e all know the answer—There would be no

oks sold and no books read.

And if we had consulted the ministers of

r respective former denominations and

cepted their counsel, how many of us would

ave become Seventh-day Adventists? The

erall answer is, "Not one of us." Such has

en the fate of all who have followed the

cisions of uninspired men against inspired

en of God. Men of piety, men deeply rooted in

eir religion, as were the priests and rabbis in

hrist's day, have been the most successful in

eping away the light of God from the people.

is is a fact that no one should ever forget or

eglect to give consideration to.

Moreover, since our personal rights of

vestigating truths purported to be sent from

od, without the interference of our former

inisters, took us out of the churches
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hich are mindful only of past truths, and

ought us into the Advent present Truth

me years ago, should we now surrender

ese rights and become spiritually dependent

others to tell us what is Truth and what is

ror? Why judge ourselves spiritual invalids

ther than full grown Christians? And why take

e ministers' word now against advanced

rported inspired present Truth, if such a

ep previously taken would have been

sastrous, would have cheated us from accepting

e Advent Truth? Is it not true that if we would let

hers think for us, we might be cheated as

dly as were the Jewish common people

heated by the priests and rabbis in

hrist's day?

In view of the experiences of those who

ave gone before us, we feel confident that you

ill accept this booklet which is being sent to you,

d which means so much to us and to

ousands of other Seventh-day Adventists

roughout the world. Will you examine it

r yourself as did the noble Bereans (Acts

:10,11), independently of other people's

fluence or prejudices? Only prayer and study
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ill keep you from error and lead you into

od's marvelous light—

" . . .beware of rejecting that which is

uth. The great danger with our people has

en that of depending upon men, and

aking flesh their arm. Those who have

ot been in the habit of searching the Bible

r themselves, or weighing evidence,

ave confidence in the leading men, and accept

e decisions they make; and thus many will

ject the very messages God sends to His

eople, if these leading brethren do not

cept them."—Testimonies to Ministers, p.

6.

"There is yet much precious truth to

revealed to the people in this time of peril and

rkness, but it is Satan's determined pur-

se to prevent the light of truth from shining

to the hearts of men. If we would have

e light that has been provided for us, we

ould show our desire for it by diligently

arching the word of God. Precious truths

at have long been in obscurity are to be

vealed in a light that will make manifest

eir sacred worth; for God will glorify His
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ord, that it may appear in a light in which

e have never before beheld it. But those

ho profess to love the truth must put to

he stretch their powers, that they may

omprehend the deep things of the word,

hat God may be glorified and His people may

e blessed and enlightened. With humble

earts, subdued by the grace of God, you

hould come to the task of searching the

criptures, prepared to accept every ray of

ivine light, and to walk in the way of

oliness."—Counsels on Sabbath School

ork, p. 25.
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THE SEVEN SEALS

The Signs Of The Times

"The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God
ve unto Him, to shew unto His servants
ings which must shortly come to pass; and
e sent and signified it by His angel unto His
rvant John: who bare record of the Word of
od, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and

all things that he saw. Blessed is he that
adeth, and they that hear the words of this
ophecy, and keep those things which are
ritten therein: for the time is at hand." Rev.1-

Jesus Christ gave The Revelation to show to
is servants "things" which were shortly to
me (Rev. 1:1). To prepare the way for the
sion of the "things," the Voice introduced the
bject with a special message to each of seven
gels (leaderships) who had charge of seven
ndlesticks (churches) respectively. These
essages are recorded in chapters 2 and 3.

Next was John led to see the solemn
oceedings of the series of events:

"After this I looked, and, behold, a door was
ened in heaven: and the first voice which I
ard was as it were of a trumpet talking with
e; which said, Come up hither, and I will show
ee things which must be hereafter. And
mediately I was in the Spirit; and, behold, a
rone was set in heaven, and One sat on the
rone.

"And He that sat was to look upon like a jasper
d a sardine stone: and there was a
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ainbow round about the throne, in sight

ike unto an emerald. And round about the

hrone were four and twenty seats: and upon the

eats I saw four and twenty elders sitting clothed
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in white raiment; and they had on their
heads crowns of gold.

"And out of the throne proceeded
lightnings and thunderings and voices: and
there were seven lamps of fire burning before
the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.

"And before the throne there was a sea of
glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the
throne, and round about the throne, were four
beasts full of eyes before and behind. And
the first beast was like a lion, and the second
beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face
as a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying
eagle.

"And the four beasts had each of them
six wings about him; and they were full of
eyes within: and they rest not day and night,
saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty,
which was, and is, and is to come.

"And when those beasts give glory and
honour and thanks to Him that sat on the
throne, Who liveth for ever and ever, the four
and twenty elders fall down before Him that
sat on the throne and worship Him that liveth
for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before
the throne, saying,

"Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive
glory and honour and power: for Thou hast
created all things, and for Thy pleasure they
are and were created.

"And I saw in the right hand of Him that
sat on the throne a book written within and
on the backside, sealed with seven seals.

"And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with
a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book,
and to loose the seals thereof? And no man in
heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth,
was able to open the book, neither to look
thereon. And I wept much, because no man was
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und worthy to open and to book, neither to
ok thereon.

"And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep
t: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the

oot of David, hath prevailed to open the book,
d to loose the seven seals thereof.

"And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the
rone and of the four beasts, and in the midst of
e elders, stood a Lamb as It had been slain,
ving seven horns and seven eyes, which are the
ven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.

"And He came and took the book out of the
ght hand of Him that sat upon the throne. And
hen He had taken the book, the four beasts and
ur and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb,
ving every one of them harps, and golden vials
ll of odours which are the prayers of saints.

"And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art
orthy to take the book, and to open the seals
ereof: for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed
to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and

ngue, and people, and nation; and hast made us
to our God kings and priests: and we shall
ign on the earth.

"And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many
gels round about the throne and the beasts and
e elders: and the number of them was ten
ousand times ten thousand, and thousands of
ousands; saying with a loud voice, Worthy is
e Lamb that was slain to receive power, and
ches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour,
d glory, and blessing.

"And every creature which is in heaven, and
the earth, and under the earth, and such as

e in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I
ying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and
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wer, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne,
d unto the Lamb for ever and ever.

"And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four
d twenty elders fell down and worshipped Him
at liveth for ever and ever." Revelation 4, 5.

The literal fulfilment of these "things" was to

hereafter—after John's vision; that is, in
hn's day these solemn proceedings had not
yet taken place, nor were they then taking

ace, but they were to take place sometime
ter the vision, after the first century. Just
ow soon or how long thereafter, though, was
ot revealed to John.

He was taken in vision to see and to write

ose eventful "things" which were to take
ace at the time the judicial-like throng of
evelation 4, 5 should actually convene. As to
e other "things," the things which follow as a
sult of the event, assured He Who has the

eys of hell and of death," some were and
me were to be (Rev. 1:19); that is, when this
vine throng convenes, then some of the
hings" that are brought to view as a result of

e event are already history, while of them are
t prophecy—some back and some point
rward.

The first and most important thing that

kes place in this solemn assembly, is the
ening of the book. It should be remembered,
o, that the book is sealed with seven
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als (Rev. 5:1). It being in seven sections, each

ction individually sealed, seven seals in all

e consecutively broken, permitting each

ction to unfold its own contents: The first

al, or section of the book, discloses the

ings of Revelation 6:2; the second, the

ings of verse 4; the third, the things of

rses 5 and 6; the fourth, the things of

rse 8; the fifth, the things of verses 9 to

1; the sixth, the things of verses 12 to

7 and of chapter 7; the seventh, the

ings of chapters 8 to 22. That the

venth seal contains chapters 8 to 22 is

mediately seen by the fact that each

apter is connected with the conjunction

nd." In other words, The Revelation,

ve for the f irst f ive chapters, is but a

production of the things which were on

cord within seals, and which as a result

the breaking of the seals were pictorially

isplayed in John's sight.

Now Truth clearly points out that The

evelation is not made up of something

hich originated with John's vision, but

at it is made up of the things which the

aled book contained and which were

en made known. Since the writings of

hn recorded the things which the sealed

ook revealed at the instance its seals

ere broken, Inspiration entitled them "The
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evelation"—the sealed things unsealed,
e secret things revealed.

The basic points in chapters 4 and 5, the
apters aforequoted, are these:

(1) That a door was opened, not on
earth, but in heaven;

(2) That as John looked in, he beheld
"One" sitting on a throne;

(3) That a book sealed with seven
seals was in His right hand;

(4) That the book was then unsealed,
and as a result John was panoram-
ically shown its contents, and that
his writing them gave us The Rev-
elation;

(5) That there were also other books
(Rev. 20:12), and that although
they were not sealed, John was not
led to see what was written in
them;

(6) That twenty-four elders were
sitting around the throne;

(7) That the Lamb (also called the
Lion) and ten thousand times ten
thousand, and thousands of thou-
sands of angels were round about
the throne;

(8) That there were four beasts, seven
lamps of fire (candlestick), and the
sea of glass;

(9) That the Voice very emphatically
made known to John that he was
being given a glimpse of a prophetic
event that was to take place at a



later date—"hereafter" from his
t im e , s om ewh e r e a f t e r th e
f i r s t century.

That John's vision is a forecast of the
same event as that revealed to Daniel
(chapter 7), is quickly seen from the fol-
lowing brief comparison:

1."I beh
thro
dow

2."And

of D
Vers

Vers
5 . "T h

open
Verse
DANIEL'S VISION
(Daniel 7)

JOHN'S VISION
(TheRevelation)
Revelation)eld till the 1 . " A n d I s a w

nes were cast thrones."
n." Verse 9. Rev. 20:4.

the Anc ien t 2 . "And One sat on

ays did sit." the throne." Rev.
e 9. 4:2.
3 . " A fiery stream 3. "And I saw as it
issued and came were a sea of glass
forth from before m i n g l e d w i t h
Him." Verse 10. fire." Rev. 15:2.

4. "One like the Son 4. "In the midst of

of man came ... the throne and of
to the Ancient of the four beasts ...
Days, and they stood a Lamb."
brought Him near Rev. 5:6.
before Him."
e 13.
e books we re 5 . "A n d the books
ed." were opened."

10. Rev. 20:12.
6. "Thousand thousands, 6. "I heard the voice
ministered unto Him, o f many ange ls

and ten thousand times round about the
ten thousand stood throne ... and the
before Him.” Verse 10 number of them

was ten thousand
times ten thousand,
and thou s a n d s
12

o f t h o u sands."
Rev. 5:11.
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Both seers distinctly declare that the
event which they saw was the "Judgment."
The difference between the two scenes is
that Daniel was led to look into the Sanc-
tuary while preparations were being made
for the Judgment to convene; whereas
John was led to look into the Sanctuary
af ter the Judgment had been set up; in
fact, John not only saw the Judgment in
progress, but he saw the whole proceeding
from start to finish.

For example, Daniel saw the things
while the thrones were being "cast down,"
and while the Ancient of Days was moving
from the Administrative throne (the
throne upon which Christ sat at the
Father's right hand—Rev. 22:1) to the
Judicial throne (the throne in the
sanctuary). Then it was that the "One like the
Son of man came," "and they brought Him

7."The judgment
was set, and the
books were op -
e ned . "
V e r s e 1 0 .

7. "The hour of His
j u d g m e n t is
come."Rev.14:7 " A n d
I s a w t h e d e a d ,
small and great,
stand before God; and
the books were opened:
and another book was
opened, which is the
book o f l i fe : and
the dead were judged
o u t o f t h o s e
things which were
w r i t t e n i n t h e
books, according to
their works." Rev.
20:12.
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ear before" the Ancient of Days (Dan. 7:13),
ot at His right hand. But those who were to
t on the other "thrones," seats, which were
en "cast down," set up, were not yet come.
hen John looked in, though, he saw the
enty-four elders already sitting on the
rones.

Daniel saw the "One like the Son of man"
hile He was being borne near be- fore the
ncient of Days. But John saw Him after He
ad been brought there,

To John His appearance was like a "lamb,"
d one of the elders called Him "the lion of the

ibe of Juda." (Obviously He is "the Son of
an," the Saviour, the King of Israel—Christ,
e Lord.) Besides these, John also saw the
ur beasts therein, the candlestick, and the
ok while it was being opened. To repeat,

aniel saw only a part of the preparations,
hn saw the opening of the Judgment, and
e entire proceedings thereafter.

The Judicial throng, Inspiration makes
own, consists of a judge—the Ancient of

ays; of witnesses—the angels; of an
vocate—the Lamb; of a jury—the elders; of
fendants—the beasts; and of their ruler—

he Lion of the tribe of Juda." (That the four
asts are a symbolical representation of the
ints, just as the beasts of Daniel 7 are
mbolical of the nations, is made clear by the
ast's own statement: ". . . for Thou wast
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lain, and has redeemed us to God by Thy
lood out of every kindred, and tongue, and
eople, and nation." Rev. 5:9.)

The student of advancing Truth will also
ote that Daniel refers to but one judicial
ession, although he does make mention
f the Judgment twice,—first in verse 10
f chapter 7, and second in verse 22. This
ill be seen in the following eight para-
raphs:

In the first fourteen verses, Daniel de-
cribes all he saw while in vision. And in
erse 15 he explains how grieved and
roubled he became after considering the
amaging work which the fourth beast
id. Then, in verse 16, he tells that he ap-
roached the angel who stood by, and re-
uested his interpretation of the things
een. In compliance with this request, the
ngel answered:

"These great beasts, which are four, are
our kings, which shall arise out of the
arth. But the saints of the Most High shall
ake the kingdom, and possess the kingdom
or ever, even for ever and ever." Dan.
:17, 18.

This exceedingly brief interpretation
id not satisfy Daniel. And being partic-
larly interested to know in detail the

hings described in verses 7-14—the truth
oncerning the Judgment, as well as con-
erning the fourth beast and its little
orn that had the eyes of man and a
outh speaking great things—Daniel
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"Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the
ourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be
iverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour
he whole earth, and shall tread it down, and
reak it in pieces.

"And the ten horns out of this kingdom are
en kings that shall arise: and another shall
ise after them; and he shall be diverse from
he first, and he shall subdue three kings.

"And he shall speak great words against the
ost High, and shall wear out the saints of the
ost High, and think to change times and

quested further elucidation, again of
ecessity mentioning the Judgment.
ccordingly, the angel readily explained,
nfining his interpretation strictly to the
urth beast symbolization and to the
dgment.
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ws: and they shall be given into his hand
ntil a time and times and the dividing of
me.

"But the Judgment shall sit, and they shall
ke away his dominion, to consume and to
stroy it unto the end. And the kingdom and
minion, and the greatness of the kingdom
der the whole heaven, shall be given to the
ople of the saints of the Most High, Whose

ingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all
ominions shall serve and obey Him." Dan.
23-27.

Clearly, then, Daniel saw only one judicial
tting, but made mention of it twice—first in
nnection with describing what he saw in
sion, and second in connection with
taining the angel's interpretation of the

sion.

The Judgment takes place, the angel ex-
lained to Daniel, after the little horn
ises, and before the saints possess the
ngdom. (See chapter 7, verses 8, 9, 22.)

But John, having been shown the entire
dicial proceeding, describes the Judg-
ent in three parts, in three different sit-
ngs: one before the half hour's silence
ev. 8:1), one after it, and a third one

uring the thousand years (Rev. 20:11,
2). This truth is seen from the following
cts:

During the period of the six seals, while
e first session of the Judgment is on, the
ur beasts rest not day and night, saying,
oly, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty,

hich was, and is, and is to come." Rev.
8. But when the seventh seal is opened,
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ere is silence in heaven (the beasts hold
eir peace, also the "lightnings," the
hunderings," and the "voices" cease—chapter

verse 5) "about the space of half an hour."
ev. 8:1. The silence clearly reveals that the
st session of the Judicial proceedings comes

a close, and that the second session
mmences after the silence is over.

The third session, the one during the
ousand years, is at "the Great White Throne"
ev. 20:11, 12), the throne of Him from Whose
ce the earth and the heaven flee away. At this
tter throne there is no "sea of glass," no
easts," no "Lion," no "Lamb," and although
ere are lesser "thrones" (Rev. 20:4), Inspira-

on does not flatly say who sits on them.

Now, the nature of the Judgment in each of
e three Judicial sittings, and the time they
tually occur, will be seen in the following
alytical examination:

Although the proceedings of the first two
ssions are somewhat different, they are in all
her respects similar. The third, however, is
tirely unlike the first two. The differences are
en in that before the half-hour silence
curs, there is at the throne "a sea of glass
e unto crystal" (Rev. 4:6), and no one stands
it; but after the half-hour silence passes

ay, the scene changes: The "sea of glass" is
ingled with fire: and them that had gotten
e victory over the beast, and over his



im

n

h

th

an

th
fie

pl

w

al

w

th

be

ir

th

w

m

fr

am

al

w

ga

is

de

si

th

at
19

age, and over his mark, and over the

umber of his name, stand on the sea of glass,

aving the harps of God." Rev. 15:2.

In other words, at the first Judicial sitting

ere is no one standing on the sea of glass,

d the sea itself is "like unto crystal"; while at

e second sitting the sea appears like unto a
ry stream, and the saints stand on it.

The truth that the first two sessions take

ace before the earth flees away, before the

orld's present state of being comes to an end;

so the truth that the second session closes

ith the saints who live in the very end of time,

e time of the image of the beast, the time just

fore the earth flees away;—all these provide

refutable evidence that the first two sessions,

e pre-millennial ones, bring the present

orld to an end; that the Judgment is nothing

ore or less than the separation of the "tares"

om the "wheat," both among the dead and

ong the living; that it is the interviewing of

l the guests with an eye single to determine

ho have, and who have not, "the wedding

rment" on—the very thing that decides who

to be left and who is to be taken into

struction as the earth flees away.

That the dead are judged in the first ses-

on, and the living in the second, is seen from

e symbolization itself: As afore-pointed out,

the first sitting no one stands on the
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a of glass, and the sea itself is "as clear as

ystal." But at the second sitting, the saints

and on the sea, and it is mingled with fire

ymbol of life).

Then, too, in the first two sittings, the

aviour is represented as a slain lamb (Rev.

6), concretely placing the events during

robationary time—while the blood of the

mb is available to atone for the sins of man.

nd Daniel's declaration that "Judgment was

ven to the saints of the Most High," after

hich "the time came that the saints possessed

e kingdom" (Dan. 7:22), solidly sets the time

the Judgment ahead of the time the saints

ceive the Kingdom. Consequently, the weight

evidence again and again stands out to show

at the Judgment is nothing less or more than

inspection of the "guests" who have come to

e marriage supper of the Lamb, who have

ined the church. Those that are then

und without the wedding garment on, are

st out.

Also, the truths that at length the Temple is

ened, that the seven angels and the beasts

me out of it, that it is then filled with smoke

om the glory of God so that no man is able to

ter into it "till the seven plagues of the seven

gels were fulfilled" (Rev. 15:5-8), till the

ties of the nations fall, till every island flees

ay, and the mountains disappear (Rev.
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6:19, 20),—all these definitely point out
at with the second sitting the Judicial
rong adjourns, probation closes for all,
e plagues fall, and the earth flees away.

hen commences, at the Great White
hrone, the executive Judgment of the
ead, of those who do not come up in the
st resurrection, and of those who, rather
an being translated, are slain at the
ightness of His coming.

Preceding these latter events "the beast
as taken, and with him the false prophet
at wrought miracles before him, with

hich he deceived them that had received
e mark of the beast, and them that wor-
ipped his image. These both were cast

ive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.

"And the remnant [the rest of the wicked
orld] were slain with the sword of Him
at sat upon the horse, which sword

roceeded out of His mouth: and all the
wls were filled with their flesh." Rev.
9:20, 21. Then it is that the angel binds
e Devil, the last rebel, and the earth flees
ay.

Thus the millennium commences, and
us the angel casts the Devil into the bot-
mless pit—into a place where it is im-

ossible for any other being to stand—
uts him up, and sets a seal upon him,

hat he should deceive the nations no
ore, till the thousand years should be
lfilled [till the second resurrection]: and
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ter that he must be loosed a little sea-
n. And I saw thrones, and they sat upon
em, and Judgment was given unto them"
ring the thousand years.

"And I saw a Great White Throne, and
m that sat on it, from Whose face the
rth and the heaven fled away; and there
s found no place for them. And I saw
e dead, small and great, stand before
d; and the books were opened: and an-
er book was opened, which is the book of

e: and the dead were judged out of those
ings which were written in the books,
cording to their works." Rev. 20:1-5, 11,
.

John saw that after these things took
ace, "the sea gave up the dead which
re in it; and death and hell delivered up
e dead which were in them; and they
re judged every man according to their
rks. And death and hell were cast into
e lake of fire. This is the second death.
d whosoever was not found written in the
ok of life was cast into the lake of fire."
v. 20:13-15. (See also The Great Controversy,
480.)

It is strictly Biblical that at the com-
ncement of the millennium all the wicked

e "slain with the sword of Him that sat
on the horse, which sword proceeded out of
s mouth: and all the fowls [are] filled
th their flesh" (Rev. 19:21), and that the
dged at the Great White Throne are the
ad, and also that subsequently all the



j
t
t
w
t
c
n
"
c
t
u
a
(v

s
"
jo
t
W
it

t
m
s
f
r
b
e

h
t
d
t

23

udged are resurrected at the end of the
housand years; that is, as John puts it,
hen "the sea gave up the dead which
ere in it; and death and hell delivered up

he dead which were in them." These facts
ertify in no uncertain terms that there are
one living on the earth during the
thousand years," and that those who do
ome up in the second resurrection, are all
he unholy ones—all those who do not come
p in "the first resurrection" (Rev. 20:6),
ll who are subject to the second death
erse 14).

Moreover, as there is but one Judicial
i t t ing dur ing the mi l l enn ium, the
thrones" of verse 4 must be in session
intly with the Great White Throne. Fur-

hermore, it is not likely that "the Great
hite Throne" would be in session all by

self.

And, too, seeing that the first resurrec-
ion, the resurrection at the commence-
ent of the millennium, brings up all the

aints, the holy ones, and none others, it
ollows that the second resurrection, the
esurrection at the end of the millennium,
rings up all the unholy, with not a right-
ous one among them.

All these final incidents in the closing
ours of the gospel, prove over and over
hat not a one of the wicked is to be living
uring the thousand years, the years after
he earth has fled away and before it



is
th
n

th
th
re
19
li
co
li
C
th
u
20

yo
yo
M
al
du
m
ye
d
de
a
m

th
p
of
h
fo
24

made new, and consequently during all
at time there is no one to be saved, and

o one to be lost.

As previously shown, all the wicked die at
e commencement of the millennium; first
e beast and the false prophet, then the
mnant, the rest of the world. (See Revelation
:20, 21.) The saints, though, those who are

ving and those who are resurrected at the
mmencement of the millennium are all to

ve and reign a thousand years with
hrist, not Christ with them. The rest of
e dead, the whole world, live not again

ntil the thousand years are finished (Rev.
:4, 5).

"I go" said Jesus, "to prepare a place for
u. And if I go and prepare a place for
u, I will come again, and receive you unto
yself ; that where I am, there ye may be
so." John 14:2, 3. Plainly, they that live
ring the millennium, live with Christ in the

ansions above. Then, after the thousand
ars, reveals John, "the sea gave up the

ead which were in it; and death and hell
livered up the dead which were in them:

nd they were [had been] judged every
an according to their works."

Thuswise the wicked are raised from
e dead when the thousand years are ex-

ired, and as a result Satan is loosed out
his prison, making it again possible for

im to deceive those whose names were not
und in the book of life, "Gog and Magog,
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gather them together to battle: the
umber of whom is as the sand of the sea.
nd they went up on the breadth of the
rth, and compassed the camp of the
ints about, and the beloved city: and fire
me down from God out of heaven, and
voured them.

"And the devil that deceived them was
st into the lake of fire and brimstone,

here the beast and the false prophet are,
nd shall be tormented day and night for
er and ever. And death and hell were
st into the lake of fire. This is the sec-

nd death." Rev. 20:7-10,14. This last
ent in the final drama of sin, brings sin-

ss eternity to earth.

Still further, as both the living and the
surrected saints are taken to "live and
ign with Christ," and as all those who
e judged at the Great White Throne, are
dged while dead, the truth stands out
ore and more clearly that there are no
icked living during the thousand years.
deed not, for the earth and heaven have by
en fled away, moved out of their

riginal sphere, become empty of life,
nd void (Isa. 24:1-6; Jer. 4:23-26), a
ottomless pit" (Rev. 20:1) on which no one
n stand. Necessarily, the saints, those
ho are left, live and reign a thousand
ars with Christ in the Heaven of heav-
s, where the "many mansions" are. At
e termination of the thousand years,

escends the Holy City, the mansions, the
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ew Jerusalem, and the saints with it (Rev.
:2). From then on the saints do not live

ith Christ, but He lives with them (Rev. 21:3).

As previously pointed out, to John the time
the commencement of the Judgment was

osely stated to be "hereafter" from his
me, but to Daniel it was definitely
own to convene sometime after the beast's

ittle horn" arose, and before the saints
ssess the Kingdom (Dan. 7:811). The exact

ate, though, is determined by Daniel
:14—"Unto two thousand and three
undred days; then shall the sanctuary
e cleansed," the tares shall be taken out of it.
t that time, while the cleansing is in progress,
e church proclaims: "Fear God, and give glory
Him; for the hour of His judgment is come."

ev. 14:7. (For a complete exposition of Daniel
14, read Tract No. 3, The Judgment And The
arvest.)

As to the book sealed with seven seals, the
ly book that "no man in heaven, nor in earth
. . was able to open . . . neither to look
ereon," save the Lion of the tribe of Juda, it

nquestionably is the book in which the
eeds of mankind are chronicled, as the
als themselves disclose.

This fact Inspiration again confirms: "Thus
e Jewish leaders made their choice. Their
cision was registered in the book which John
w in the hand of Him that sat upon the
rone, the book which no man could open.
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all its vindictiveness this decision will appear

fore them in the day when this book is
nsealed by the Lion of the tribe of Judah."—

hrist's Object Lessons p. 294.

What the book contains, now becomes

ceedingly clear: It contains the history of the
orld and the deeds of all mankind. And,

course, logic rules that with the opening of
e book, the Judicial investigation of the deeds

the professed people of God should begin, as
e Revelation itself discloses. Moreover, since

th the wording and the symbolism of The
evelation refute any interpretation other than

e one herein made, the truth of these things
ow stands fast and sure.

The sanctuary (the church), the place which
arbors the people of God, is therefore the one

be cleansed. Eventually, though, as
oreshown, all mankind, even the heathen,

ust come before the Judgment bar of God,
fore "the Great White Throne."

Thus, the event was actually to be
ereafter" from John's time, the time in which

ere to be investigated the things which took
ace before John's time, and the things

hich were to take place after his time (Rev.
19)—the deeds of all mankind from the

ginning to the end.

Prophetically, the Judgment was set and the

oks were opened, but no one in the whole
st universe of God was worthy to
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en the sealed book, or even to look there-
, save the Lamb—the Saviour of the

orld, the King of kings, the Lion of the
ibe of Judah, our King and Advocate,
reation's Alpha and Omega, the Begin-
ing and the End. Thus it is that, as our
nly Defender, the One Who has lived
mong us, He is the only one who can
rough personal experience understanding-
and sympathetically lay open the secrets
the past, of the present, and of the future—
e only one worthy to open the book and to

efend fallen humanity.

The door that opened at the commence-
ent of John's vision, points back to the

ay of Atonement, the type, the only day
roughout the year in which the door be-
een the Holy and the Most Holy was

pened, the two apartments thrown into
ne, and at the same time the outer door
osed. So, being shown the commencement
the antitypical Atonement. John saw the

ner door open, the two apartments thrown
to one.

In the typical Atonement everyone's des-
ny among the professed people of God,
as forever fixed—those who complied
ith the demands of the law were left to
ve, and those who did not, were "cut off"
om among the people. Thus it must also
e in the antitypical Atonement.

"In the typical service, only those who
ad come before God with confession and
pentance, and whose sins, through the
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blood of the sin-offering, were transferred to
the sanctuary, had a part in the service of
the day of atonement. So in the great day
of final atonement and investigative
judgment [the Judgment of the first two
sittings, the time to separate the tares from
the wheat, the bad fish from the good, from
among both the dead and the living—the
harvest], the only cases considered are
those of the professed people of God" (The
Great Controversy, p. 480), those who
have at one time or another accepted the
call and have the right to be clad in the
"wedding garment." Thus the question: If
the Judgment "first begin at us, what
shall the end be of them that obey not the
gospel of God?" 1 Pet. 4:17.

As the books of record are opened in the
Judgment, the lives of all whom the "net"
[church) of salvation has ever caught,
good and bad alike, come in review before
God, there to be segregated. There the
eligibility of each is examined and
determined. Indeed, the Judgment is the
harvest. Yes, any tares ever to be plucked out
and set aside for destruction, and any wheat
ever to be placed in the "barn" (kingdom) for
the Master's use, are segregated on the
antitypical day of Atonement. Beginning
with those who first lived upon the earth,
our Advocate presen ts the cases o f
each successive generation, and closes
the pre-millennial judgment with the living
members of the church.
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The glory of God is represented by the
keness of precious stones. And the rain-
ow above His Judicial throne reveals His
ever-failing promise and great mercy
is he made known to Noah when He

roclaimed:

"This is the token of the covenant which I
ake between Me and you and every living
eature that is with you, for perpetual
nerations: I do set My bow in the cloud,

nd it shall be for a token of a covenant
etween Me and the earth . . . And I will
member My covenant, which is between
e and you and every living creature of

ll flesh; and the waters shall no more be-
ome a flood to destroy all f lesh," Gen.
:12, 13, 15.

The Lamb's presence before the throne
s su r e s us th a t " i f a n y m an s in , we
a v e an Advocate with the Father, Jesus
hrist the righteous." I John 2:1.

The Lamb's seven horns signify com-
leteness of power and authority, in
surance of which Christ said: "All power
given unto Me in heaven and in earth."

att. 28:18. His unlimited power is for
r good, and for our use. He proclaims:

f ye have faith as a grain of mustard
ed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Re-
ove hence to yonder place; and it shall
move; and nothing shall be impossible

nto you." Matt. 17:20.

The Lamb's seven eyes denote that all
ings are open and naked unto Him.
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"Whither." asks the Psalmist, "shall I
from Thy Spirit? or whither shall I

ee from Thy presence? If I ascend up
to heaven," he declares, "Thou art
ere: if I make my bed in hell, behold,

hou art there. If I take the wings of the
orning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of
e sea; even there shall Thy hand lead
e, and Thy right hand shall hold me. If
say, Surely the darkness shall cover me;
en the night shall be light about me. Yea the

arkness hideth not from Thee; but the
ight shineth as the day: the darkness and
e l ight are both al ike to Thee." Ps.

39:7-12.

Yes, the seven symbolica l "horns,"
yes," and "lamps of fire," are indeed
he seven Spirits of God," the Spirit's
ork in all phases, sent forth into all the
rth, to give to the saints power against
e forces of evil, also light on the Gospel of

hrist, a vision of their present state of
eing and of their future glory, and so on.
ence the Saviour's reassurance, "It is
pedient for you that I go away: for if I
not away, the Comforter will not come unto
u; but if I depart, I will send Him unto
u." John 16:7. "But the Comforter,

hich is the Holy Ghost, Whom the
ather will send in My name, He shall
ach you all things, and bring all things

your remembrance, whatsoever I have
id unto you." John 14:26. Plainly, then,

hatever things Inspiration Itself does not
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ach and interpret, are not worth remem-
ering, teaching, or even listening to.

The lamps of fire being seven in num-
er, they, of course, can but represent the
er-living church (Rev. 1:20) clothed

ith the light of the whole Truth of God—
er teaching present truth to each suc-
ssive generation since the world began,
e truth by which the works of each is
arched and judged, each one's right-
usness measured.

Then for one to reject either the Spirit's
ower, vision, light, is indeed to sin
gainst the Holy Ghost, and "it shall not
e forgiven him, neither in this world,
either in the world to come." Matt. 12:32. In
e judgment such a one most certainly
all be found wanting.

As to the sea of glass, in the words of
aniel it is "a fiery stream," whereas in
e words of John it is "a sea of glass min-
ed with fire." This fiery stream coming
om the temporary judicial throne, and
e River of Life from the eternal administrative
rone (Rev. 22:1), must in some respect
present something that is common to

oth thrones. And what could it be?—If
e river, along with the Tree of Life, is a
presentation of the essence which

erpetuates life, then the sea is a
presentation of life's eternal existence, be-
use "sea" is the storehouse, the source of

l waters—it keeps the rivers flowing.
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"Fire" is a fitting symbol of life, and
ea" a fitting symbol of eternity, showing
at these two, life and eternity, come from
od's throne alone.

"Clear as crystal," of course, denotes
ee from all defects. These gifts, without which
l else is lost, are freely given to all whose
ns are washed in the precious blood of
e Lamb, the Saviour, the Mediator between
od and men.

"And there shall in no wise enter into
he city] anything that defileth, neither
hatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh
lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's
ook of Life." Rev. 21:27.

Obviously, all who get the victory "over the
east, and over his image, and over his
ark, and over the number of his
ame," receive their reward—"stand on the
a of glass."

The consecutive breaking of the seven
als and their individual contents, respec-
vely reveal that the history of mankind is
ivided into seven different periods.

Now Truth reveals that with the breaking
the first seal—with the opening of the

rst section of the book—the Judgment
egins. It is also self-evident that at the
dgment throne of God, in Its three sessions,
e Apocalyptic symbolism depicts the

ations and peoples, saints and sinners,
urches and prelates, Satan and his

ngels,—the past, the present, and the
ture. Thus "all the books of the Bible
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eet and end in the Revelation."—The Acts of
e Apostles, p. 285.

And now to continue with the study of the
bject, it will be well to bear in mind that any
terpretation of scripture which fails fittingly
build an indestructible structure of truth

d to bring a lesson of special importance for
e time then present, is erroneous, uninspired

y the Spirit of Truth—a vain thing.

Moreover, since the explicit information in
ese pages and the fair elucidation of the
riptures under consideration cannot be
nored by any who are honest with
emselves, then it must be that to their
tisfaction the foundation for the application

the "things" seen by John, is firmly
tablished.

The Scriptures, as every Bible student
nows, are designed to be present truth at
rtain times—"meat in due season especially”
apted to meet the people's needs. "Now all
ese things happened unto them for
samples: and they are written for our
monition, upon whom the ends of the world
e come." I Cor. 10:11. In other words,
e Scriptures are similar to long term bonds,
notes, which become due at a given time.

bviously, then, the time appointed by
spiration is the time in which one must cash
on them, so to speak.

This is especially true with The Revelation,
d since we have come to the very
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me for which It was written, we can now by
perience whole-heartedly and without
servation reiterate: "Blessed is he that
adeth, and they that hear the words of
is prophecy, and keep those things which

re written therein: for the time is at
and." Rev. 1:3.

Having now gone through these prelim-
aries, the student of advancing Truth
ould be ready understandingly to study
e Revelation of the things which are to

repare the way and enable him whole-
eartedly to know that now the time is at
and, that a knowledge of The Revelation
ill enable him to stand in "the great and
readful day of the Lord." He should be
ble to see that now is the time to avail
imself of the knowledge of "the things"
hich could not be made known before

THE BREAKING OF THE SEVEN SEALS.

"And I saw when the Lamb opened one of
e seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of
under, one of the four beasts saying, Come
d see. And I saw, and behold a white horse:
d he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown

as given unto him: and he went forth con-
ering, and to conquer.

"And when He had opened the second seal,
heard the second beast say, Come and see.
nd there went out another horse that was red:
d power was given to him that sat thereon
take peace from the earth, and that they

ould kill one another: and there was given
to him a great sword.

"And when He had opened the third seal,
heard the third beast say, Come and see. And
beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that
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t on him had a pair of balances in his
and. And I heard a voice in the midst of
e four beasts say, A measure of wheat for
penny, and three measures of barley for a
nny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the

ine.

"And when He had opened the fourth seal,
heard the voice of the fourth beast say,

ome and see. And I looked, and behold a
ale horse: and his name that sat on him was
eath, and Hell followed with him. And
ower was given unto them over the fourth
art of the earth, to kill with sword, and
ith hunger, and with death, and with the
asts of the earth." Rev. 6:1-8.

In view of the fact that the seals contain the
istory of the world, the different colors of the
ur horses—white, red, black, and pale—
efinitely portray four different conditions, one
llowing the other.

Then, too, the first rider's crown, and the
cond rider's sword, also the balances of the
ird, and the name of death on the fourth,—
l four in as simple a manner as Divine
mbolism can depict, unveil that by the deeds
man the world has gone from good to bad,

en from bad to worse, and that man needs to
e helped out of his brutality, needs to be re-
ucated to his Creator's will. The revelation of

od's will, though, becomes clear only to the
tent of one's willingness to relinquish his
eories and self-will.

Moses, found it a thousand times easier to
ad the people out of Egypt, than to lead Egypt
t of them. Profiting by their stumbling
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locks, dismissing every theory and all self-will
once, not taking forty years or even forty

ays, the Caleb's and the Joshua's of today
ithout the semblance of doubt see that by the
orses is depicted something which is created
y God, but ruled (driven) by man. And what
se can it be but the earth, which was man's
ven right to rule?

Manifestly, then, whatever else the sym-
olism (horses and horsemen), may depict, it
r certainty reveals that man's divergence from
ght has lowered his character, has caused
im to lose his God-given crown and with it his
hite horse his righteous and peaceful govern-
ent; that is, what was once pure, "white,"
ithout blemish, man has caused to become
pure, tyrannical and quarrelsome,

omineering and murderous.

As sin multiplied, curse after was added,
d consequently the white horse was succ-
ded by the red, the red by the black, and the

lack by the pale.

Now to explore the truth of the contents of
ch seal, the things which the sealed book

rings to the attention of both the Judicial
rong that surrounds the throne of the

ncient of Days, and of us who read with an
en mind in search of saving truth, we begin

ith

HE SYMBOLIZATION OF THE FIRST SEAL.

"And I saw when the Lamb opened one of
e seals, and I heard, as it were the noise
thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come
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d see. And I saw, and behold a white horse:
d he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown

as given unto him: and he went forth con-
ering, and to conquer." Rev. 6:1, 2.

Naturally, the first seal, the seal with
hich the Judgment opens, must contain
e things at the very inception of the hu-
an race. Logically, then, the white horse,
e first in the symbolism, identifies the

orld's first state of being—pure and sinless
ith a Divinely-crowned ruler (rider), who at
rst had no goal but to subdue the earth
nd to fill it with eternal Godlike beings.
he earth itself was wrapped in a garb of
eauty and purity, with all the wonders

land and in sea. Nothing was wanting.
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In the Garden of Eden "were trees of
ery variety, many of them laden with
agrant and delicious fruit. There were
vely vines . . . presenting a most graceful
pearance, with their branches drooping

nder their load of tempting fruit, of the
chest and most varied hues."—Patriarchs and
ophets, p. 47.

The earth in her youth, filled with deli-
te flowers and covered with a carpet of
ing green, spanned by the blue heavens,
hibited natural beauty and elegance
ch as no language can describe. A living

onder without a flaw, which only the
eat Master Artist could bring forth.

The rider and his white horse (God's
owned king, Adam, and his peaceful gov-
nment, his white horse are, therefore,
e first to be weighed on the balances, the
st to come in review before the Judicial

hrone. Hence, we are again reminded
at this character-searching event, the

udgment, is the very thing that was
take place "hereafter" from John's

me, years after the first century of the
hristian era.

The rider's crown and his bow call to
ind the office which man first filled the
stant God said, "Let us make man in
ur image, after Our likeness: and let
em have dominion over the fish of the sea,

nd over the fowl of the air, and over the
ttle, and over all the earth, and over
ery creeping thing that creepeth upon



th
A
"B
ea

m
cr
cr
th
w
th
th
lo

gi
b

T

I
A
re
th
th
gi

ri
k
p
n
an

A

41

e earth." Gen. 1:26. And God blessed
dam and Eve, and God said unto them,
e fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the
rth, and subdue it," conquer it. Gen. 1:28.

Plain it is that at the Throne of Judg-
ent, the white horse, the rider, and his
own, figuratively identify Adam, God's
eated king, and his kingdom. And if the only
ing which he was commanded to conquer
as the earth, by replenishing and subduing it,
en what else in the field of symbolism can
e "bow," the instrument to conquer with,
gically represent but Eve?

The next generation that is called to
ve account for its faith and fidelity, is

rought to light in

HE SYMBOLIZATION OF THE SECOND SEAL.

"And when He had opened the second seal,
heard the second beast say, Come and see.
nd there went out another horse that was
d: and power was given to him that sat
ereon to take peace from the earth, and that
ey should kill one another: and there was

ven unto him a great sword." Rev. 6:3, 4.

Since the white horse and its crowned
der represent the first period of man-
ind, then the red horse and its murderous
eace-destroying rider, must represent the
ext period, the period in which murder
d war for the first time broke out.

Abel, of course, was the first victim.
nd as a result, the whole Noatic world
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as destroyed by the flood, and "a third
eadful curse rested upon it in consequence of
n."—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 107.

Notwithstanding this punishment and
s object lesson, as soon as the earth's
habitants multiplied after the deluge, sin
kewise multiplied. And though the people
uld but give credit to Noah's correct

rediction of the flood, they mistrusted
im in his next prediction: the prediction
at there would be no more "flood to de-
roy the earth." Gen. 9:11. Even the
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inbow in the clouds, the Lord's own
ken of His covenant not to flood the
rth a second time, failed to convince
em.

What a mystery sin indeed is! First
ey did not believe in even the possibility of
flood, and next they did not believe in the
possibility of one! Actually, the
dgment of the unbelieving is as foolish as
e judgment of the country woman who,
hen she first saw a train idling on the
ils, emphatically declared, "It will never start
t!" Then after she saw it start off, she

gain declared, just as emphatically as
efore, "It will never stop!" So while the
irit of unbelief in the Word has always

enumbed the mind and subjected the
ody to sin and decay, even in the days when
en were strong and long-lived, the same
irit is having an even greater hold on

umanity today.

Rather than to set them free from fear,
e Word of God spoken through Noah
pelled the postdiluvians to feel that

ere was an unavoidable necessity to build
e tower of Babel as a defense against a
cond flood. Disapproving of their un-

elief and false alarm, however, the Lord
emonstrated His displeasure by interfering
ith their wicked and foolish project: He
estroyed their tower and confounded
eir language. Thus it was that the con-
sion at Babel (Gen. 11:8, 9) gave birth to
e existing races and languages.
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Finally, as the confused builders parted
groups, the neighboring ones began to

uarrel one with another. And as they at
ngth grew into nations, their quarrels
ew into wars. Hence, the historical truth
at wars for the first time broke out after
e confusion of tongues, shows that the
d horse and, in particular, its rider, depict
e period in which the tower of Babel was
nihilated, and in which peace gave way to

ars.

Moreover, another anchor to the proof, is
e phrase, "To take peace from the
rth," for it obviously implies that there

as peace before that time.

The consequences of Adam's s in ,
ough, did not stop with such a life and

roperty destroying act as is war. It led
is descendants to greater degradation,
en to idol worship, to destroying souls by
eans of religion, which, in the drama of
n, is revealed in

HE SYMBOLIZATION OF THE THIRD SEAL.

"And when He had opened the third seal, I
eard the third beast say, Come and see. And
beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat
n him had a pair of balances in his hand.
nd I heard a voice in the midst of the four
asts say, A measure of wheat for a penny,
d three measures of barley for a penny; and
e thou hurt not the oil and the wine." Rev.
5, 6.

As we have seen, the white horse repre-
nts man's government of earth while
ill pure and free. And now, since black
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the opposite of white, the black horse
ust represent man's government in spir-
ual darkness and captivity—a condition
posite to that represented by the white

orse.

This is confirmed by history: Even as far back

Abraham's time, only about three hundred

ars after the flood, idol worship had

erwhelmed the inhabitants of the world. It

s then that Abraham left Haran, his father's

use and country (Gen. 11:31; 12:1). His

scendants, Israel, at length became slaves to

araoh, and afterwards to Nebuchadnezzer,

ng of Babylon.
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The pair of balances in the rider's hand

ould even more definitely point out the

eriod into which the black horse and its rider

tend, and which they represent. As we have

ready seen, the bow of the first horseman

presents the means by which Adam subdued

e earth (for all the human race came through
im); and the sword of the second horseman,

e means by which Adam's descendants took

eace from the earth. In similar manner, the

alances of the third horseman must

ecessarily represent that which humanity

ext introduced. And what besides some sort of

mmercialism could the symbolism portray?

nyone can readily recognize that a man with a

air of balances must have something to do

ith buying and selling.

In Abram's time, commercial trading

etween nations was unknown. But during the

llowing period, the period represented by the

lack horse, the idea was born. It was then
at Sidon and Tyre became the chief

mmercial centers. And Inspiration prop-

nds the question: "Who hath taken this

unsel against Tyre, the crowning city, whose

erchants are princes, whose traffickers are

e honourable of the earth?" Isa. 23:8.

Tyre, the queen city of the Phoenicians was
ut a short distance from Sidon. "In time they

ere to spread their trade-colonies all over the

editerranean, and up into other lands,
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er on the search for new trade areas and
mmercial centers. They were the bees of the
cient world carrying the pollen of culture

herever they went. The necessities of trade
d commerce drove them to perfect an al-

habet, and from them the western world
tained it. In some respects they were unique
the ancient world, and this distinction was

terred with them. For they were not
terested in conquests, save commercial; they

id not mind paying tribute to military powers,
long as those powers did not interfere with

eir rights of trade. They had a Greek-like
pacity for assimilating to themselves

hatever Egypt, Babylonia, Assyria, Persia or
y other phase of civilization offered; but their
ief genius lay in invention, technical skill,

usiness activity, and in industry. In the
orking of iron, gold, ivory, glass, and purple
yes they stood in the ancient world without a
eer.

Through their cities flowed the highly
rofitable trade of Arabia and the East: and
eir manufacturers were kept busy turning
t their products of metals, glass, and purple.

y sea and by land they traveled everywhere —
issionaries of trade—the master-bargainers of
e Old World." —Essential Knowledge, The
oenicians. Vol. 1. pp. 69, 70.

The command, "Hurt not the oil and the
ine," came from the midst of the throne, from
e Ancient of Days, not from the horse-
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an. Hence, the two commodities, oil and
ine, represent not only something which
ly God can create but also that which He

etermines to preserve while wicked men
ould destroy it; thus the necess i ty f or
im to command against anyone's
urting them. And what other such
iritual commodities could the oil and
e wine at that particular time—the time
the black horse—represent but those

roducts which the Bible then brought
rth? Moreover, it is an accepted fact by

early all Bible students, that "oil"
mbolizes prophetic truth, truth that
rows light on the future, that lightens the
aveler's path (Ps. 45:7; Zech. 4:12); and
at wine represents that part of the truth
hich makes the recipient of it glad, makes
im act differently than before (Isa. 61:1-3).

To summarize, it is obvious that the
mmand, "Hurt not the oil and the wine,"
rbade interference with the writings of
e Scriptures, again showing that the

reaking of the third seal unveils the per-
d in which the alphabet was invented and

which commercialism was originated;
e period in which the Bible was being
ritten, and in which one nation subju-
ted another; the period that gave birth to

mpires.

Hence, while the Old Testament time is
osed with the third seal, the commence-
ent of the New is unveiled in
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HE SYMBOLIZATION OF THE FOURTH SEAL.

"And when He had opened the fourth seal, I
ard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and
e. And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and
s name that sat on him was Death, and Hell
llowed with him. And power was given unto
em over the fourth part of the earth, to kill

ith sword, and with hunger, and with death, and
ith the beasts of the earth." Rev. 6:7, 8.

Since the pale horse falls in the same period
does the non-descript beast of Daniel 7:7, 8

ee pp. 16, 17), the period subsequent to the
ird seal, they consequently resemble each
her. Indeed, its color being faint, wanting,
ot having a specific or definite hue or
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aracter is in the last analysis non-descript,
o. Very evidently the rider of the pale horse
synonymous with him who spake against
e Most High, with him was to wear
t the saints, "and think to change times

nd laws." Dan. 7:25. He is seen to repre-
nt the climax of idolatry. The ancient

oman government is fittingly symbolized by
e non-descript beast, because in truth its

dministration was an admixture of civil
nd religious laws, of Pagan and
hristian doctrines. No one could actually tell
hether the Roman government was Pagan
Christian, Jewish or Gentile.

The rider's name, "death," also perfectly
ts the then persecuting spirit and cruelties

both the Jews and the Romans. History
d prophecy alike confirm that the Roman
bversive power "devoured, brake in pieces,
d stamped the residue with his feet." Dan.

:19.

The truth concerning the "fourth
art of the earth," over which power was given
nto them "to kill with the sword, and
ith hunger, and with death, and with the
easts of the earth," is easily discovered:
ividing 6,000, the years from creation to
e commencement of the millennium, into
ur equal parts, gives 1500 years ("the
urth part"), in the end of which time the
ower was to wane. Again, it being true
at the slaying of the saints began with
e crucifixion of Christ, this "fourth part of
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e earth" therefore began at that time, and
ded with the "Augsburg Confession,"
document compiled by Luther and presented
the Diet of Augsburg to the Emperor,

harles V, in 1530,—exactly 1500 years after
e resurrection of Christ (considering that the
hristian era is 3 1/2 years pre-dated), the
me the Roman power did wane.

These deductions become even more
peachable in the light of the historical fact
at the Protestant clash against despotism,
ally caused the persecution to cease. So it is
at this part of the scripture under discussion,
as fulfilled in 1530 by the weakening of the
wish-Pagan and Christian-Pagan powers'
lling with sword, hunger, death, and beasts.

(This part of the prophecy, incidentally,
erthrows the erroneous idea that the earth

as been in existence for longer than 6,000
ars.)

At this point it is well to note that while the
umber of horses, four, represents the four
rners of the compass, the number of seals,
ven, denotes the completeness of the gospel,
e sealing of the saints.

Having seen the truth of the first four seals
nveiled, we are now to explore

THE SYMBOLIZATION OF THE FIFTH SEAL.

"And when He had opened the fifth seal, I saw
der the altar the souls of them that were slain

r the Word of God, and for the testimony which
ey held: And they cried with a loud voice,
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The certainty that the souls cried from
nder the altar, the place from which
od's truth is dispensed, makes obvious
at they were slain for their firmness in
e Word of God, and that for their faith-
lness they were given white robes—they were

ccounted worthy of eternity. That they
ere the martyrs of the preceding period,
e period of the fourth seal, is clear

ying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost
hou not judge and avenge our blood on
em that dwell on the earth? And white
bes were given unto every one of them; and
was said unto them, that they should

st yet for a little season, until their
llow-servants also and their brethren, that
ould be killed as they were, should be
lfilled."
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om the fact that they were already dead
hen the fifth seal opened.

Moreover, an altar denotes renewal of
ith, reformation. That is what it meant to
oah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the
stances they built their altars (Gen. 8:29;

2:8; 26:25; 35:14). The souls' being under
e altar, indicates that they sacrificed their
es for a cause similar to the cause of the
artyrs during the Protestant Reformation,
nd the question, "How long, O Lord,
oly and true, dost Thou not judge?" also
e answer, "that they should rest yet for
little season, until their fellowservants

lso and their brethren, that should be
illed as they were, should be fulfilled,"
ncretely prove that the persecution and
artyrdom of the fourth seal were to
erlap the fifth seal, and that the

udgment of the dead (the martyrs) was
ot to begin until after the persecution had
ased, but that then it would certainly

egin.

This historical sequence of events now
rings us to the time of the next events,
ose disclosed in

THE SYMBOLIZATION OF THE SIXTH SEAL

"And I beheld when He had opened the
xth seal, and, lo, there was a great earth-
ake; and the sun became black as sackcloth
hair, and the moon became as blood; and

e stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even
a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when

e is shaken of a mighty wind." Rev. 6:12,
.
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It is one of the Denomination's fundamental
liefs that the prophecies of the sixth seal
gan to be fulfilled with the great Lisbon
rthquake of November 1, 1755. Following the
rthquake, May 19, 1780, the sun was
rkened and the moon appeared as blood the

llowing night. Then came the "falling of the
ars," the great meteoric shower of November
, 1833 (The Great Controversy, pp. 304-309,
3, 334).

Looking forward to these celestial dem-
strations (the signs of the times), Jesus

rewarned that they were to appear "im-
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ediately after the tribulation" had ceased
att. 24:29). So, while peace, wars, com-
ercialism, script, and persecution are the
gns of the times and the identification of
e first five seals, in like manner the
rthquake, the dark day, and the meteoric
ower are the signs of the times and the
entification of the sixth seal.

These global disturbances and celestial
hibitions between the years 1755 and

833, in themselves, however, appear to be
recasts of the things which take place during
e "great and dreadful day of the Lord." If
is be true, then the earthquake foreshadows
e forthcoming shaking, sifting, among the

ations, as predicted by the prophets:

"Behold, the name of the Lord cometh
om far, burning with His anger, and the
urden thereof is heavy: His lips are full of
dignation, and His tongue as a de-
uring fire: and His breath, as an overflowing
ream, shall reach to the midst of the neck,
sift the nations with the sieve of vanity:

nd there shall be a bridle in the jaws of
e people, causing them to err." "And the

r trees shall be terribly shaken." Isa.
0:27, 28; Nah. 2:3.

The darkening of the sun would bespeak the
osing of the gospel, the end of probationary
me, the time when man "shall run to
nd fro to seek the Word of the Lord, and
all not find it." "For, behold, the darkness
all cover the earth, and gross darkness
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e people." Amos 8:12; Isa. 60:2.

The moon, associated with the sun,
akes a fitting symbol of the church, the
gency by which the Word of God, the
ht of the world, is reflected. The moon's

ecoming as blood immediately following the
arkening of the sun, refusing to reflect
ght, would be an appropriate omen of the
urch's having finished her work of
lvation, no longer needing to reflect the
ght of the gospel. And the church herself is,
course, at that time imbued with eternal

fe, delivered from destruction as were the
rst-born in the dwellings where the door
osts had been painted with the sacrificial
lood on the evening of the Passover in the
nd of Egypt.

The falling stars are suggestive of the
eat and terrible day of the Lord—the

ay in wh ich " the heavens . . . pass
way" (2 Pet. 3:10), the day in which all
eir host is dissolved, and in which the

evil and his host, also the wicked in the
urch and in the world, "shall fall down, as
e leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a
lling fig from the fig tree." Isa. 34:4.

All these signs stand as faithful wit-
esses that the sixth seal, the sixth period

time, brings the great day of God, the
rath of the Lamb.

"And the heaven departed as a scroll when
is rolled together; and every mountain and
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land were moved out of their places. And
e kings of the earth, and the great men, and
e rich men, and the chief captains, and the
ighty men, and every bondman, and every
ee man, hid themselves in the dens and in
e rocks of the mountains; and said to the
ountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us
om the face of Him that sitteth on the
rone, and from the wrath of the Lamb: for
e great day of His wrath is come; and who
all be able to stand?" Rev. 6:14-17.

In these verses are pictured the fate, the
ar, and the smitten conscience of all who are
ot able to stand in the day of the Judgment

the living, the great and dreadful day of
e Lord—the wrath of the Lamb in the

reat "time of trouble such as never
as" (Dan. 12:1), the day following the
pearance of the antitypical "Elijah the

rophet" (Mal. 4:5]—yes, the day in which
ose who have not clad themselves in the

edding garment, are cast into outer
arkness, there to gnash their teeth (Matt.
2:11-13).

Also in these scriptures (Rev. 6:14-17),
serts the Spirit of Truth, "two parties are

rought to view. One party permitted
emselves to be deceived, and took sides
ith those with whom the Lord has a con-
oversy. They misinterpreted the messages
nt them, and clothed themselves in robes of
lf-righteousness."—Testimonies, Vol. 9, p.

68.

Thus it is that while the first four seals
rry us through the periods of the day in

hich the works of man are made manifest,
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e last three seals carry us through the day
God, the day in which His Truth, and His

orks are made manifest.

That there should be a climax of some kind
the Judicial work at this particular point of
e Scriptures (Rev. 6:14-17), is not a
ystery. Its being stamped with the events
hich end the reign of sin, and this being
alized by even the sinners themselves, is
very good indication that during the sixth
al the Judgment of the dead closes, and the

reparations for the Judgment of the living
egin. It is the "dreadful day" for the wicked.

Moreover, as the first phase of the
dgment passes with the sixth chapter of

evelation, the second phase begins with
e seventh chapter; that is, it begins with
e sealing of the living saints, the first
uits. It is the "great day" for the right-
us.

"And after these things I saw four angels
anding on the four corners of the earth,

olding the four winds of the earth, that the
ind should not blow on the earth, nor on
e sea, nor on any tree.

"And I saw another angel ascending from
e east, having the seal of the living God: and

e cried with a loud voice to the four angels,
whom it was given to hurt the earth and

e sea, Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither
e sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the
rvants of our God in their foreheads.

nd I heard the number of them which were
aled: and there were sealed an hundred
d forty and four thousand of all the tribes
the children of Israel." Rev. 7:1-4.
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From the implication that "the four
inds" are to blow and the four angels are
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hurt as soon as the servants of God are
aled, is seen looming the "time of trouble"
ch as never was (Dan. 12:1).

Moving from the four corners of the
mpass, the winds must represent a world-
ide disturbance of some kind. Very ob-
ous it is, too, that their blowing and the
ngels' hurting, represent two armies in
nflict. The wind's blowing is, of course, the
ger of the nations against the saints; and
e angels' hurting is doubtless the Lord's
dgment falling upon His enemies. In other
ords, the angels and the winds together
present a trouble between God and the

ations, involving both saints and sinners.
deed, it is the great and dreadful day of
e Lord.

The difference between the "great tribu-
tion, such as was not since the beginning
the world" (Matt. 24:21), and the time of

ouble, such as never was since there was
nation" (Dan. 12:1), is that during the

reat tribulation" the saints are slain (Matt.
4:21, 22), whereas during the "time of
ouble" they are delivered ( Dan. 12:1).

That the angels' holding the winds does
ot denote their restraining the nations
om warring among themselves, is made
ear by the fact that the winds were not
eld from clashing wind against wind (na-
on against nation but rather from hurt-
g the earth, the sea, and the trees. More-
er, that the nations from the north and
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om the south, from the east and from the
est, were engaged in World War I, and
lso in World War II, although the 144,000,
re not yet sealed, is another irrefutable
idence that the trouble which is forecast by
e winds' blowing and the angels' hurting, is
t future. That it is a global disturbance, is

gain seen in the fact that the winds on the
e hand, and the angels on the other

and, are to trouble both earth and sea.

It being a foregone conclusion that
atan is against the saints, and that the
ord is against the truth-hating and evil-
oing multitude, the subject becomes crystal
ear: When let loose, the winds are to strike
gainst the faithful "remnant," against
ose who are left after the earth has
ened her mouth and swallowed up "the

ood," the "tares" (Rev. 12:16, 17); but the
ngels who are stationed to hurt, are to

ite those who make war against the
mnant. Those whose names are found in
e book, are "delivered." Dan. 12:1.

eeing that the 144,000, the servants of
od, are not as yet sealed (not yet enclosed,
rotected, guarded, and ready to take their
and with the Lamb on Mt. Sion, but
ther are still commingled with the tares)
e angels are commanded to forestall the
ash.

Consequently, when this sealing work is
mpleted, then the angels who hold the
inds, will let the winds blow, and the an-
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ls who are to hurt the earth, sea, and
ees, will then commence their given
ork. Otherwise stated, to let the winds
low, is to permit the two-horn beast to
ecree "that as many as would not worship the

age of the beast should be killed" (Rev.
3:15); and to let the angels hurt, is to
llow the Lord's decree to take its course:
f any man worship the beast and his
age, and receive his mark in his

rehead, or in his hand, the same shall
rink of the wine of the wrath of God,
hich is poured out without mixture into
e cup of His indignation; and he shall

e tormented with fire and brimstone in
e presence of the holy angels, and in the

resence of the Lamb." Rev. 14:9, 10. This
arning is followed by the forecast:

"The four angels were loosed, which
ere prepared for an hour, and a day, and a
onth, and a year, for to slay the third

art of men." Rev. 9:15.

Both decrees will be in force after the
44,000 are sealed.

Here is seen that from among the first
uits of the harvest, come the 144,000,
e servants of God for the closing work of
e great harvest. These are the first saints
er to have been relieved of the "tares"

mong them. Get ready, Brother, Sister,
r the time is at hand.

We have now seen that the first six seals
veal a phase of truth covering the his-
ry of the world from Adam's time on to
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r time. This phase of truth reveals the
aling of the first and second fruits: From
ong the first fruits come the 144,000—

2,000 out of each of the twelve tribes of the
ildren of Israel. Down through the cen-
ries they have descended first as Jacob-

es and then as Christians. After these,
me the second fruits, the great multitude out
f all nations." Rev. 7:9-17.

(The theory that the living saints at the
ming of the Lord are only 144,000 in

umber, is discredited in that it leaves no
ance for even one person to be saved

om a nation other than the descendants of
cob, not even from the descendants of

braham, save through Jacob himself.
oreover, the theory makes the term
irstfruits" a vain thing because it does not
vocate second fruits.)

The remainder of The Revelation, is
rapped in

THY SYMBOLIZATION OF THE SEVENTH SEAL

"And when He had opened the seventh seal,
ere was silence in heaven about the space of

alf an hour. And I saw the seven angels which
ood before God; and to them were given
ven trumpets.

"And another angel came and stood at the
tar, having a golden censer; and there was
ven unto him much incense, that he should
fer it with the prayers of all saints upon the
lden altar which was before the throne. And
e smoke of the incense, which came with the
ayers of the saints, ascended up before God
t of the angel’s hand.
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"And the angel took the censer, and filled it
ith fire of the altar, and cast it into the earth:
d there were voices, and thunderings, and
htnings, and an earthquake. And the seven
gels which had the seven trumpets prepared
emselves to sound." Rev. 8:1-6.

After a time the Judicial demonstrations—
e voices "saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God
l m i g h t y , " t h e t h u n d e r i n g s a n d
e lightnings,—cease for the space of half an

our, very definitely indicating that the
dicial throng of the first session of the
dgment adjourns.

Following this, the seven angels are given
e seven trumpets. In the meantime, the angel
ho stands at the altar, offers the prayers of all
ints, takes the censer, fills it with fire from
e altar, and casts it into the earth. Then it is
at the heaven-born fire, the "thunderings,
d lightnings, and voices," with which the first
ssion of the Judgment opened in the

eavenly sanctuary (Rev. 4:5), descend to earth
reverse order (voices, thunderings,

htnings—Rev. 8:5), in addition to which
ere is an earthquake.

Then the seven trumpets sound, one
llowing the other. At the sounding of the
venth trumpet (not at the breaking of the
venth seal) there are "great voices,"
ying, "The Kingdoms of this world are
come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His

hrist; and He shall reign for ever and
er." Rev. 11:15.
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The half-hour silence in heaven brings the

ices down to earth, and at the sounding of

e seventh trumpet the mystery of God is

ished (Rev. 10:7). Then it is that "the

ingdoms of this world are become the

ingdoms of our Lord." What does it all mean?

Just this:

As we have seen, the silence divides the two

re-millennial Judicial sessions, the one for the

ead and the other for the living, and the fire

om the heavenly altar, the voices, lightnings,

d thunderings, descend to earth. These

cts, along with a number of scriptures on the

bject, besides the remainder of The

evelation, the chapters after the breaking of

e seventh seal, prove that the Judgment of

e living, the cleansing of the earthly temple,

something which takes place on earth, not in
eaven only!

"Behold," declares the Lord, "I will send My

essenger, and he shall prepare the way

efore Me: and the Lord, Whom ye seek, shall

ddenly come to His temple, . . . But who may

ide the day of His coming? and who shall

and when He appeareth ? for He is like a

finer's fire, and like fullers' soap." Mal. 3:1, 2.

Yes, the work of the second Judicial session

cludes the earthly sanctuary, the church. At

at time the Lord's "fire" is "in Zion, and His
rnace in Jerusalem." Isa. 31:9.
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"And many nations shall come, and say,
ome, and let us go up to the mountain of the
ord, and to the house of the God of
acob; and He will teach us of His ways,

d we will walk in His paths: for the law
all go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord

om Jerusalem.

"And He shall judge among many people,
nd rebuke strong nations afar off; and
ey shall beat their swords into plowshares,

nd their spears into pruning-hooks:
ation shall not lift up a sword against
ation, neither shall they learn war any
ore. But they shall sit every man under
is vine and under his fig tree; and none
hall make them afraid: for the mouth of
e Lord of hosts hath spoken it." Mic. 4:2-4.

“. . . then shall He sit upon the throne
f His glory: and before Him shall be
thered all nations; and He shall separate
em one from another, as a shepherd di-
deth his sheep from the goats: and He
all set the sheep on His right hand, but
e goats on the left. Then shall the King
y unto them on His right hand, Come,
blessed of My Father, inherit the King-

om prepared for you from the founda-
on of the world. . . .

"Then shall He say also unto them on
e left hand, Depart from Me, ye cursed,
to everlasting fire, prepared for the devil
d his angels." Matt. 25:31-34, 41.
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"And the kingdom and dominion, and the
eatness of the kingdom under the whole
eaven, shall be given to the people of the
ints of the Most High, Whose kingdom is an
erlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall
rve and obey Him. Hitherto is the end of the
atter. . . .”Dan 7:27, 28.

All these things definitely indicate the time in
hich "every man shall cast away his idols of
lver, and his idols of gold," the very thing that
uses the fall of "the Assyrian," the power

hich rules Jerusalem at the time God delivers
is people (Isa. 31:7, 8).

The truth therefore is trouble-free: Between
e Judgment of the dead and the Judgment of
e living stands the half-hour silence, the time
sorbed in bringing the first Judicial session
a close, and in preparing for the second

ssion.

The remaining verses of chapter 8, also
apters 9-11, give a description of the seven

umpets, a full treatise of which is found in
act No. 5, "The Final Warning."

We are now brought to chapter 12 of The
evelation, which deals with the subject of
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THE EVERLIVING CHURCH
AND HER ENEMY

The first of these to come in review at the
rone of Judgment, is the everliving church.

"And there appeared a great wonder in heaven;
woman clothed with the sun, and the moon
der her feet, and upon her head a crown of
elve stars:

"And she being with child cried, travailing in
rth, and pained to be delivered.

"And there appeared another wonder in heaven;
d behold a great red dragon, having seven
ads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his
ads.

"And his tail drew the third part of the stars of
aven, and did cast them to the earth: and the
agon stood before the woman which was ready
be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as

was born.

"And she brought forth a man child, who was to
le all nations with a rod of iron: and her child
as caught up unto God, and to his throne.

"And the woman fled into the wilderness, where
e hath a place prepared of God, that they
ould feed her there a thousand two

undred and threescore days." Rev 12:1-6.

It is clear to see that this "woman" was
othed with the sun and attacked by the
ragon even before her child, Christ, was
orn; yes, years before the Christian church
d the Gospel came into being. To say, then,
at she represents the New Testament church
othed with the gospel of Christ, is indeed as
ngrounded and as illogical a theory as to say
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at the chicken is hatched before the egg is
id.

"Clothed with the sun," the woman is of
urse, God's everliving church, clothed
ith the Light from Heaven, the Bible.
hy Word," says the Psalmist "is . . . a
ht unto my path." Ps. 119:105.

The moon, as we know, is the medium by
hich sunlight is reflected and the night
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ghtened. Being under the woman's feet, it
a most fitting symbol of the period

efore the Bible came into being, the period
om creation to Moses. This phase of the
mbolism very definitely points out that
e woman was emerging from the period in

hich the Word of God, "the sun," was
directly reflected, was passed on from
ther to son, and that she was entering into
e period in which she was clothed with
od's Light, the Bible.

Moreover, she was with child at the
me she was clothed with the sun, and the
oon stood under her feet. This in itself

ositively displays that at her outset she
presents the church after it had re-
ived the promise to bring forth the

orld's Redeemer, the "man child, Who was to
le all nations with a rod of iron." He "was

aught up unto God, and to His throne."
e, of course, is Christ, the Lord.

The twelve stars that comprise the wo-
an's crown most obviously bespeak God's
vernment upon earth, the church's cum-

lative authority—that of the twelve patriarchs,
the twelve tribes, of the twelve apostles, and
the 12,000 out of each of the twelve tribes
Israel (the 144,000).

It is also to be observed that she portrays the
erliving church of God while in combat with
e enemy.

"And there appeared another wonder in
eaven; and behold a great red dragon, having
ven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns
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on his heads. And his tail drew the third
rt of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to
e earth: and the dragon stood before the woman
hich was ready to be delivered, for to devour
r child as soon as it was born." Verses 3, 4.

If the student of Heaven-inspired Truth is to

now the object lesson that is taught by this

mbolism, he should now carefully notice the

gnificance which the dragon's crownless

orns and his crowned heads carry. Also, if the

udent of Truth is to profit by what the

criptures teach, he should fully realize that

e preceding as well as the following

criptural and logical considerations must be

eeded.

To begin with, since the dragon's horns are a

oup of ten, they must depict all the kings or

ingdoms then present, just as the ten toes of

e great image of Daniel, chapter 2, and also

e ten horns of the beast of chapter 7,

present the kings or kingdoms existent

niversally in their respective periods.

Neither should be overlooked the fact that all

e horns, heads, and crowns, were there

ouped together when the dragon stood ready

o devour her Child." Exactly as the

mbolism reveals, they do symbolize a

alition of two separate and distinct parties

orns and heads), both existing at the same

me, not one following the other. It is well to

member, too, that though horns grow up and

rop out, heads never do.
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UIDE TO A CORRECT INTERPRETATION
OF THE SYMBOLICAL HORNS AND HEADS

The dragon's horns being crownless,
ey must picture a type of rulers similar to
ose symbolized by the crownless horns of
aniel's fourth beast, of his goat and ram,
d of John's scarlet-colored beast and two-

orn beast; that is, the dragon's
ownless horns indicate crownless authorities
some type, just as do the crownless horns of
y of the symbolical beasts. For example, the

n crownless horns of Daniel's fourth beast
e angel explained, depict kings that were
t to arise from the Roman Empire, were yet

take their crowns. Later, however, the
orn-head having lost its power and the
visioned kings having received their

ingdoms, they are thereafter represented
y crowned horns, by the horns of the
opard-like beast (Rev. 13), the world's
mbol after the fall of Rome.

Again, the ten crownless horns of the
arlet-colored beast (Rev. 17), the beast which
length succeeds the leopard-like, portray

ings that "have received no kingdom as yet;
ut receive power as kings one hour with the
east." Rev. 17:12. In other words, having no
ingdom of their own all the while Babylon
des (rules) the beast for an "hour," the
orns are naturally crownless.

Since these ten horns came into exist-
ce as a group, they therefore represent
ntemporary rulers. When horns repre-
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REVELATION 13

nt powers that exist one following the other,
spiration does not fail to so indicate by
owing certain horns coming up and others
opping out. For example, three of the horns of
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DANIEL 8
aniel's fourth beast were "plucked up by the

oots," and in their stead a notable horn-head
ame up. In like manner, when the he goat's
reat horn broke off, four came up to take
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s place, and a fifth one, the exceeding great
orn followed thereafter (Dan. 7 and 8). Then,
o, even the beasts, themselves, that in their
spective periods portray the world, came out
the sea one following the other. Thus all

ivine symbolization exhibits the powers
ecisely as time and events cause them to
pear or to disappear, as the case may be.

In other words, when one power differs from
other, and when they do or do not exist at
e same time, Inspiration never overlooks
aking the distinction. If It did overlook doing
, then think how illogical, incongruous,
consistent and incomprehensible Its
achings would indeed be, and how futile for
yone even to attempt to know the exact

uth! Human wisdom has already
monstrated its inability of itself to
mprehend the mysteries of God's Word, even
ough they be delineated as perfect as only
od Himself can delineate. In fact, the longer a
rson on his own initiative tries to explain the
ysteries of God, the further away from the
uth he drifts.

Moreover, it is not possible that Inspiration
ould be so illogical as to group two different
ements (those depicted by the horns and
ose depicted by the heads) to represent one
rm of government. Neither is it conceivable
at It would group horns and heads together if
th did not literally exist at the same
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me. No, Inspiration would not thus confuse
s terms, and still expect us to comprehend Its
achings, to know how to interpret Its symbols
d when to expect the actual events to take

lace. And how logical would it be if the powers
presented by the horns and the powers
presented by the heads did not vary in
aracter as much as do real horns and

eads?

As to the denotation of the heads, In-
iration Itself being the only source of in-
rmation, we again go to the prophecy of
aniel 7. There it is seen that the fourth
east's little horn, having the eyes and a
outh of "man," actually was a hornhead—a
mbination of two separate elements. And it

eing symbolical of the Church and State
vernment (a combination of civil and
ligious powers during the Middle Ages),
ttles beyond doubt that while the horn part
ands for the civil phase, the head part stands
r the religious phase—logically, too, because
ligion should be the brains of any govern-
ent. Furthermore, civil governments were
iginally founded upon church governments.
e symbolism thus clearly connotes that an

theistic government is about as good as is any
orn apart from its head. Such might even be
mpared to a chicken with its head off: In its

light, the headless chicken jumps with great
rce, but it knows not where it is going, and it
es but a few minutes.
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Moreover, the government following after
e civil authority was torn away from the
ligious-political set-up of the Middle Ages, is

rought to view in the symbolism of the
opard-like beast (the one that sequentially
llows in the line of beast symbolisms). In it
e religious-political governments' having

een dissolved is shown by a common
ounded head, a religious system without civil
thority, one suffering from a deadly blow—
viously from the blow which tore away its

vil authority.

From these considerations it is particularly
oticeable that in all instances where
mbolical beasts have both horns and heads,
e heads in every instance symbolize
clesiastical bodies, bodies that have to do
ith the things of God, that are likely to
mmingle the sacred things of God with the
mmon things of the world. The name of

lasphemy over the heads of the leopard-like
east, exposes them as having committed that
ry sin.

And now, continuing with the subject of the
ragon, it can be clearly seen that in order that
nsistency be maintained, the Biblical
terpretation of the dragon's heads and horns
ust be that the former are religious bodies,
d the latter, civil governments. And how
any of them do the dragon's horns and heads

epict?—All the civil governments and all the
ligious bodies at that specific time. How do
e know this?—Because there are ten horns
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d seven crowned heads, and because the
iblical number "ten" denotes universality, and
e number "seven" denotes completeness.
ee Tract No. 3, The Judgment and the

arvest, p. 94, 1942 edition.)

From the aforementioned examples, we
ready see that the time has come for all
ithful Bible students, students after sav-
g Truth, to realize that Inspiration never

oes anything vain or careless. Its work is
er accurately constructed, always de-

endable at face value, and explicit beyond
provement.

It is a recognized fact, too, that crowns
lways stand for kingly authority. And as
ey appear on the dragon's heads, not on

is horns, it is especially noticeable that while
e dragon ruled both the civil and religious
orlds, yet he crowned the religious.

In other words, the church held the scep-
e; the church sat on the dragon's throne.
nd the fact that the number of the drag-
's horns represents universality and the

umber of his crowned heads, complete-
ess, coupled with the fact that both the
ewish church and the Romans persecuted
e Lord, shows that the dragon as a whole
presents a complete Satanic-ecclesiastical
orld, that Satan had taken the world cap-
ve. As conqueror of it and armed with
orns and heads, he moved upon Herod to
ill the newborn children as soon as he
arned of Christ's birth. This he did with
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e hope of destroying the Saviour, devouring
e child and thereby perpetuating his own

ingdom. Such was the condition of the
orld at Christ's first Advent, and thus was
e church enabled to crucify the Lord,
stone Stephen, to behead others, and yet
escape the penalties of the civil authorities.

For this very reason the Son of man,
e world's Redeemer, came just when He

id. The dragon, though, to defend his
atanic dominion, patiently waited and
refully watched for the arrival of the

orld's promised Redeemer. So it was
at while the everliving church of God was
ith child, and crying to be delivered, the
ragon with his seven crowned heads and
n horns, stood ready to devour the child
soon as He was born.

Just such apostasy had gripped the world in
e days of Noah, too, and made it necessary
r the Lord to do something to save the
orld. For the sake of mankind, the Creator
nt the flood to bring an end to the
ickedness. In like manner the terrible
postasy of the Jews in the days of Christ's
st advent, demanded another disaster as
oroughly destructive as the dreadful

eluge in order again to blot out
ickedness. But, if for no other reason
an to keep His never-failing promise to His
ithful servant Noah, God could not thus
erthrow the world the second time. And so

e sent His Son to die in the world's
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ead. In this light, how much brighter than
er stands forth the Redeemer's
ission! By His death did He indeed save
e world from destruction at that time, and

y His resurrection did He make possible for
to stand today.

"And his tail drew the third part of the stars
heaven, and did cast them to the earth and
e dragon stood before the woman which was
ady to be delivered, for to devour her child
soon as it was born. . . .

"And there was war in heaven: Michael and
is angels fought against the dragon; and the
agon fought and his angels, and prevailed not;
either was their place found any more in
aven.

"And the great dragon was cast out, that
d serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which
eceiveth the whole world: he was cast out
to the earth, and his angels were cast out

ith him.

"And when the dragon saw that he was
st unto the earth, he persecuted the woman

hich brought forth the man child." Verse 4, 7-
13.

Here are described two different "cast-
gs out." Note that in the first instance,
e dragon drew the angels with his tail.

ut, you wonder, why not with his claws ?—
imply because such would falsely indicate
at Satan defeated the Lord and con-
quently dragged out of heaven a third of
e angels. But since he drew them with his
il, the true significance is clear—that a third

art of the angels voluntarily followed him.
hey clung to his tail, so to speak, while he
d the way. "They turned from the Father
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om his Son, and united with the instigator of

bellion."—Testimonies, Vol. 3, p. 115. The

ragon persuaded the angels, and they

llowed him from heaven to earth, whereupon
e sought to devour Christ.

This incident of verse 4, the dragon drawing

own the stars, preceded the incident of verse

, the Lord casting down the dragon. The

rmer took place before the Lord was born,

d the latter after His resurrection. This is
ade manifest in the following paragraphs:

In the days of Job Satan still had access to

eaven, for we are told that " . . . there was a

ay when the sons of God came to present

emselves before the Lord, and Satan came

so among them. And the Lord said unto

atan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan

swered the Lord, and said. From going to

d fro in the earth, and from walking up and
own in it." Job 1:6, 7.

Satan, then, was not cast out of heaven

mediately after he rebelled or even when he

used Adam and Eve to sin. Rather, it must

ave been after Job's time. But to determine

st when, we shall read verse 13: "And when

e dragon saw that he was cast unto the

rth, he persecuted the woman which brought

rth the man child." He therefore was cast out

efore he went to persecute the church. This

e did at the "time there was a great
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ersecution against the church which was at
rusalem; and they were all scattered abroad
roughout the regions of Judea and Samaria,
cept the apostles" Acts 8:1. This fact is again

orne out by the Spirit of Prophecy:

Triumphantly the Lord was caught up unto
od and His throne, ". . . all are there to
elcome the Redeemer. They are eager to
lebrate His triumph and to glorify their King.
. . He presents to God the wave-sheaf, those
ised with Him as representatives of that great
ultitude who shall come forth from the grave
His second coming. . . . The voice of God is

eard proclaiming that justice is satisfied.
atan is vanquished. Christ's toiling, struggling
es on earth are 'accepted in the Beloved.' Be-

re the heavenly angels and the representa-
ves of unfallen worlds, they are declared
stified.

"Satan saw that his disguise was torn away.
is administration was laid open before the
nfallen angels and before the heavenly
niverse. He had revealed himself as a
urderer. By shedding the blood of the Son of
od, he had uprooted himself from the
mpathies of the heavenly beings. Henceforth

is work was restricted. Whatever attitude he
ight assume, he could no longer await the
gels as they came from the heavenly courts,
d before them accuse Christ's brethren of

eing clothed with the garments of blackness
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d the defilement of sin. The last link of
mpathy between Satan and the heavenly
orld was broken."—The Desire of Ages, pp.
3, 834, 761

Indeed, realizing that he had brought an end
his ever again in heaven accusing the

ethren, and knowing that his stay even on
rth was to be very short,

SATAN DROPPED DOWN WITH GREAT WRATH

After the dragon was cast down, John heard
loud voice saying in heaven:

"Now is come salvation, and strength, and the
ngdom of our God, and the power of His Christ:
r the accuser of our brethren is cast down,
hich accused them before our God day and
ght. And they overcame him by the blood of the
mb, and by the word of their testimony; and
ey loved not their lives unto the death.
erefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell
them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of
e sea! for the devil is come down unto you,
ving great wrath, because he knoweth that he
th but a short time." Rev. 12:10 -12

"Satan's accusations against those who seek
e Lord are not prompted by displeasure at
eir sins, He exults in their defective
aracters; for he knows that only through
eir transgression of God's law can he obtain
wer over them."—Prophets and Kings, pp.
5, 586

Satan, we see, encourages the sinner to
nconsciously commit transgression, and thus
secure his condemnation, not necessarily on
rth, but in heaven. Before the righteous
dge, Satan accuses the transgressor of
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eing clothed with the garments of blackness
nd the defilement of sin." But when the
pirit of God prompts reproof, It reveals sin

d rebukes the sinner through His church.

God's people should ever be on the alert for
e voice of the Spirit of Christ, as well as be

n guard to discern the spirit of Satan
hen the two clash, the one strives for

bedience to God's Word, while the other
cuses the sin and sympathizes with the
nner. In this latter subtle way Satan often
ins ground and wins the sinner to his
nks, for the sinner naturally loves his
n. The faithful, though, overcome him
y the blood of the Lamb, and by the
ord of their testimony," They love "not
eir lives unto the death." Rev. 12:11.

"And to the woman were given two wings of
great eagle, that she might fly into the

ilderness, into her place, where she is
ourished a time, and times, and half a time,
om the face of the serpent." Verse 14.

Since a wilderness is just the opposite of
vineyard, the statement "that she

ight fly into the wilderness" emphatically
plies that she must have left the vine-
rd. And that is precisely what she did:

hortly after the resurrection, the church
he woman) left the holy land (the vine-
rd) and went to the land of the Gentiles

he wilderness).

Besides these historical facts, we have
so the Biblical meaning of vineyard: "The
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eyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of
ael, and the men of Judah His pleasant plant,"
. 5:7.

Unquestionably, therefore, the wilderness,
ere the woman was nourished for the time

ing, is the land of the Gentiles. And the woman's
ving to flee from the face of the serpent
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her homeland, shows that the dragon had
ade the holy land his headquarters. Not
tisfied with this, though, he even followed

er into the wilderness.

"And the serpent cast out of his month
ater as a flood after the woman, that he might
use her to be carried away of the flood." Verse
.

In the hope of destroying the woman,
e serpent at first persecuted her. Fail-
g, though, to reach his goal, he suddenly
versed his tactics. He ceased the perse-
tion and began instead to befriend her.

ut at what cost to the woman! Cunningly he
st water as a flood after her, seeming to

ut forth a mighty effort to refresh her, when
actuality it was a mighty effort thereby

destroy her.

The figurative words of Inspiration ex-
lain that the compulsory Christianizing of the
entiles and the pouring of them into the
urch during the fourth century of the

hristian era, was not in reality a friendly
ct. Rather it was like a devastating tor-
nt to drown the saving power of Chris-
anity. In other words, Inspiration pre-
icted the period in which the dragon
othed Pagan politicians in a garb of
hristianity and then led them to compel
e non-Christian pagans to join the
urch, that they might thus paganize her
ther than she Christianize them.

In confirmation, we quote a partial de-
ription from Mr. Gibbon's works: "By the
icts of toleration, he [Constantine] removed
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e temporal disadvantages which had
itherto retarded the progress of
hristianity; and its active and numerous
inisters received a free permission, a liberal
couragement, to recommend the salutary
uths of revelation by every argument
hich could affect the reason or piety of
ankind. The exact balance of the two
ligions [Christian and Pagan] continued

ut a moment. . . .The cities which signalized a
rward zeal by the voluntary destruction of
eir temples [the Pagans'] were

istinguished by municipal privileges, and
warded with popular donatives. . . .

The salvation of the common people was
urchased at an easy rate, if it be true that,

one year, twelve thousand men were bap-
zed at Rome, besides a proportionable
umber of women and children, and that a
hite garment, with twenty pieces of gold,
ad been promised by the emperor to every
nvert." This was "a law of Constantine,

hich gave freedom to all the slaves who
ould embrace Christianity."—Gibbon's Rome,

ol. 2, pp.273, 274.

"And the earth helped the woman, and the
rth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the

ood which the dragon cast out of his mouth."
erse 16.

The earth," Gods mighty weapon, is finally to
elp the woman. It is to swallow up the "flood";
at is, the same Divine means according to
e parable, takes away the tares and burns
em, likewise takes away all who have joined
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he church but who are still pagan at heart.
nd what happens then?—The Scriptures
upply the answer:

"And the dragon was wroth with the woman,
nd went to make war with the remnant of her
eed, which keep the commandments of God, and

ave the testimony of Jesus Christ." Rev. 12:17.

The term "remnant" discloses that her seed
divided into two parts: The one is taken, the

ther is left. Nehemiah, for example, explains:
The remnant that are left of the captivity there

the province are in great affliction and
eproach." Neh. 1:3. A "remnant" always
epresents one part of the whole, either large or
mall.

And notice that the dragon wars, not against
remnant of the “flood," but against the

emnant of her seed. Christ being the woman's
nly child, her seed are therefore the
hristians, those who are born into the church

hrough the Spirit of Christ. Accordingly, the
ct of taking the first fruits to Mount Sion (Rev.
4:1) brings about a condition which makes a
emnant of those who are still left among the
entiles. In this instance, therefore, they, the
econd fruits, are the remnant.

Let it be remembered that it is after the
arth swallows the flood that the dragon is to
e wroth with the woman, and "to make war
ith the remnant of her seed [not with her
ersonally], which keep the commandments of
od, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ."
ev. 12:16, 17. Clearly, then, there is no
scaping the conclusion that the doing away
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ith Satan's flood is doubtless the purifying of
e church, the destroying of those who
ave joined the church through the aid of the
rpent. This purifying is the very thing that
ables the church as a body to keep the
mmandments of God and also to have the
stimony of Jesus Christ, the living Spirit of
rophecy (Rev. 19:10), in her midst. This

her only hope, her only strength, her only
eliverance. In this light, Inspiration now
uts new life into the words—

"Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O
ion; put on thy beautiful garments, O
erusalem, the holy city: for henceforth
ere shall no more come into thee the un-
rcumcised and the unclean." Isa. 52:1.

The church's purification, therefore, will not
ring the millennial time of peace. Indeed
ot, but it will bring the end of the wicked

the church, and with it Satan's greatest
rath against the remnant, against those who,
hile still among the Gentiles, dare thereafter

take their stand on the Lord's side. They
all, nevertheless, be delivered if they, as it

ere, risk their lives—if they take their
and on the Lord's side, and thereby put
eir names in the "book." Dan. 12:1.

The dragon cannot war with the woman, the
urch that is made up of the first fruits,

ecause at that time she is with the Lamb
n Mt. S ion (Rev.14 :1 ) , out o f the
ragon's reach.
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For further study of Revelation 12, read
Tract No. 12, The World, Yesterday, Today,
and Tomorrow, 1946 edition, pp. 45-48.
(Though the subject matter of The
Revelation has only partially been treated of
herein, the limited space in this tract does
not permit me to go further.)
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