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PURPOSE ™

Thia publication is dedicated to the mission
of conveying to Davidian present Truth belizven
edifying news and articles of timely significanc
Thia comforter freely gives ita time to minlster
to those who shall be heirs of salvation, and
neither collects feea nor charges for its service

Addresa all communications to:
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Mt. Carmel Center Waco, Texas

WHAT MAKES ONE ELIGIBLE ?

A number of brethren have written to me
from tirmne to time, wanting to know what makes
therm eligible to receive the Seal of God, Some
aant to know whether they will be secaled by doing
this or by deing that. Others want to know whethes
they will be left without the seal by not doing this
ar not doing the other,

The questions are indeed very timely and
cornmendable. Such vital questions deserve
answers as concrete as are the questions them-
selves. And who can give a more concrete answer
than those who have gone before us, those whose
Jutiea were similavr to ours, those who were
passing through a aimilar experience, those who
traveled the same road that we are traveling,
those who were preparing themselves for the
Kingdom as are we,

In whom deo we find such a parallel?--In no
others than those who left Egypt and atarted for
the promised land. No, in none others. They
ate our only type. Says Inapiraticon: "Now all
theae things happened unto them for eusamples:
and they are written for our admonition, upon
~horn the ends of the world are come." {1 Cer,
10:11,) Their duties, thereiore, are cur duties,
and their failures should be our stepping stenaa
tv succeas,. Thus it is that the deeds of those
who entered into the promised land must be our
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deeds, and if we are to be acaled, then the deed
of those who failed to enter therein, we must i,

as completely and as quickly as we would ehun:
lion'a den,

We are now to find out why some of them u-
into the promised land, and why others did net;
in, for this is what Inspiration commands us to:
This scripture implies that if the experiences ¢
ancient Jsrael had not been for ensamples, they
would never have been written., How important,
then, that we diligently study them. Yes, inori
for us to know what we rmust do or must not dot:
receive the Beal and to enter into the Promised
Land, we must examine the deeds of both those
who entered it and of those who were left outof ©

Let us begin our examination by atarting wi-
Moses, with the human agent, the visible leader
of the movement. Reared in the courts of Phara
he received the highest education the world then
offered. And having understood that he was the
one to free his brethren from Egyptian bondage,
he felt quite capable for the job,

You remember the story of how he started
out to deliver them although he was not yet told
to do so. He killed an Egyptian, fell into a
guarrel with one of the Hebrewsa, and then fled
for his life. So it was that in Midian he obtained
a job, became a shepherd, and rmarried hie em.
ployer’s daughter, During thoae forty years of
shepherd's life he forgot the Egyptian language,
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and with it the Egyptian learning. Inits place,
though, he learned to tend well to sheep., He
therefore diamiased from his mind the idea of
ever delivering the people of God from their ‘
Egyptian bondage. Then it was that Goc? saw him
strong and well able, and commanded him to 8o
back to Egypt and to bring out of it His groaning
people. You recall that Moses protested a_aga'..nst
the idea and argued that he had failed at his first
attempt, the time he was young and well-informed
and that at that late hour of his life he was not
trying again, that he could no longer even B'peak
the language. Aftera prolonged conversanon.
God remaoved his objections by promiaing to give
him his brother, Aaron, to be his epokearnan,
and Moses [inally consented to return to Egypt.

There with his ahepherd‘a rod he perform'ed
many signs and wonders before both the Egyptx‘a.ns
and the Hebrews. And you remember what taox
place the night of the Pasaover, the night before
they left Egypt: Moses had proclaimed through-
cut the land that in every dwelling where no bload
was found on the doorpost, that very night the
firstborn in each such dwelling would die.

Those who disobeyed the Divine injunction,
were, on the day following busily moaning and
burying their dead, while those who obeyed ‘thc
command were joyousty and orderly rmatching
out of the cities, Yes, only those who were able
to take orders were made free from slavery. It
is, therefore, prerequisite that we learn to take
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ordera if we are to receive the szal of God in
our foreheads,

Let us not forget, though, that the children
of 1srael left Egypt with great zeal and high
hopes. But when they saw the Red Sea ahead of
them, and Pharaoh's army behind them, they
were filled with consternation. They saw them.
aelves in a death trap although they were at the
brink of another marvelous deliverance. Then
they turned on Moses and accused him of bringi-,
them to the sea, of making their escape from the
enernies absolutely impossible,

Humanly viewing the situation, they were ix
a precarious predicament., In that moment the,
forgot their miraculous deliverance from Pha.
rach's taskmasters and their eyes closed to the
wondrous cloud by day and pillar of fire by nigh
that had led themn all the way. As they saw it,
the evidence againat Moses' ability to lead them
safely was overwhelming. Insofar as they were
concerned, the whole venture appeared doomed
to failure., Their hopes of going ahead or of
even going back left them, --and all because the.
thought Moaes, not God, was their deliversr!
How ehortaighted, unstable, doubting, and for.
getful human beings are! Experience in the gou
pel work has taught me that God's people of todn
have the same tempter to contend with, and sir
ilar temnptations to overcome if they are to re-
ceive the seal of God.

THE SYMBOLIC CODE 7

What a great difference would there have
been had the Israelites only believed that God,
not Mosce, was their Leader, that that which
appeared to be their death trap, was their door
of hope, Let their experience teach us to re-
member that God {a either leading us altogether
or not at all, that His ways are not our ways,
and that what may appear to be our Ereatest
obatacle, may actually turn out to be our greateat
blesaing.

Israel's real danger, we now ase, was not
in what Moses did, but in their unbelief of God's
having the reina in His hands, in not knowing
that His ways are beyond finding out--contrary
to oure. They failed to see that God could again
and again perform miracle after miracle to de-
liver them from their enemy's hand, that He could
dry the ocean as easily as He could flood the earth.

Having their failures before us, we should
make them our stepping stonee to success, Let
us therefore wholeheartedly believe that God is
in charge of our salvation, of our liveas and of
our death, too, That He is able to take us to
safety even if the earth should drop out of space,
that we cannot die if He wants us alive, and that
we cannot live if He wante us dead. Let us ever
bear in mind that we of curselves know nothing
about God's plans except aa told through His X
appointed servants, the prophets, and as we
witnesas them day by day. If we daily walk with
God, if we commit all to Him, then the respon-
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pibility is all Hia, - .

God, in His wisdom, brought Israel to the
Red Sea for their own good, and though they
could not sees it His way, He nevertheless for
His Name's sake divided the sea, took them
safely acroas, and at the same time, by the sam:
miracle, He destroyed their enemiesl

Had Mosges been as doubtful of God'e power
and leadership as were the people that were with
him, what effect would his rod have had as he
struck the sea with it? --None whatsosver, If
the Judgment of the Infinite were the same as
the judgment of the finite, then Pharaoh's army
would have either killed or enslaved Israel anew.

Their mighty deliverances should, therefore.

forever establish sur confidence in God, and
should stand as everlasting memoriala that the
wisdom of men ia foolishness with God, and that
faith in Him does actually remove mountains ani
seas, too,

Notwithstanding these ensamples, though,
men still expect God to work in accordance with
their judgment, and that is why sometimes He
uses children in His work instead of wise and
prudent men,

The Hebrew host well knew that they were
led to the sea by following the cloud by day and
the pillar of fire by night. Yet none of these
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wonders seemed to have made any lasting im-
presaion on them, There is a danger that we,
too, may forget the way the Lord has led us.

After larael crossed the sea, and after the
sea closed in on their enemies, they all sang
and gave God the glory, but though Pharach'a
army and the sea were no longer objects of fear
but of interest, their triala, doubts, and fears
were not yet at an end: Almost immediately
after they saw the mea behind and the desert
ahead they began to recriminate Moses for having
brought them into the desert to starve there for
want of water and food, It never entered their
minds that if God can dry the eea, He can cer-
tainly flood the desert and make it blossomn aa
a rose, Notwithstanding their doubts and their
moanings God again performed an even greater
miracle: He caused water to gush out of the rock
and He brought manna from Heaven|

Today as in Moses' day many are dupli-
cating the eins of that people: Some are all on
fire one day, and all on ice the naxt, Others
praiee God to the top of their voices while their
ship is smoothly sailing, but when the s=a be -
comesa rough and the waves atart beating against
thern, then they see only a man at the wheel and
rather than expecting God to calm the sea they
begin to hunt for a jumping off place. S5till
others are constantly trying to promote them-
selves by continual fault-finding againat the ones
that bear the whole burden of the load. So it is



19 THE 5YMBOLIC CODE

- -

that there must be among us today--antitypical
doubtera, complainera, office scekers and fauli.
finders, admitting one great truth one day and
forgetting it the next day--yet expecting to be
sealed with the seal of God and to atand with the
Lamb on Mt. Zion)

The Lord fed His ancient people with Angel,
food, the kind their work and clirmnate required.
He delivered it fresh daily, and it did not cost
them one cent. All they had to do was to bring v
into their tents and to eat it, But they disliked -
manna, and wished they were back in Egypt ea,
from its flesh pots, 'the leeks, and the onions, o
the garlick." In their eyes, Moses was the greiy
of ginners, and they blarmed him for every trial
of their faith. Had God given them something
ather than manna, they would have been just as
dissatisfied with it because an evil spirit was i
them. Let us gladly and with thanks eat and dru
what the Lord gives us and when He givenitto.

You recall that by craving flesh food they ma
the situation unbearable for Moses, 35e, to tha:
great surprise quail filled the camp, and the .
titude carried them into their tenta, But at wha
a cogt! Thouesands of them died even while the
flesh was yet between their teeth, Then they
understeood that the manna was the better food,
It was a great leason, but an expensive one. Wi
about us Yepgetariana?

Their rsurrmuring, however, did not end eve
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then, They found something elae to murmur
about., They grew jealoue of Moses and of Aaron.
"They are taking tec much on themaelvea," the
office seckers complained. “We are just as rmuch
favored of God ams are Moses and Aaron, God
speaks with us as much as He apeaks with them,"
they said, And who were the chief complainers?
--The princes of the nations, the men who were
the moat capable, the very ones who should have
known better. Those who could have been the
preateat help to Moses became the biggeat hin-
drance to him, They wanted Aaron's office; they
wanted Moses' office. They refused 1o be eatis-
fied with anything less., The Lord Himself got
nowhere with them! The only thing He could do
was to cauee the earth to swaliow them. Thus in
one day thousanda--practically all the so-called
wige--fell into the bowela of the earth. Are we,
too, seeking office by which to exalt self and are -
we, too, endeavoring to usurp the seat of the }k"
Spirit of Truth?

Finally, the emancipated children of Israe!
catne to the borders of the promised land. And
though they had witnessed great miracles right
along, yet they did not believe that God could
procure the land for them! They had seen that
He was able to deliver them from Pharaoh's brick
yarde, to take them dryshod through the sea, to
deatroy their enemies, to give them food and
water in the deaert where there was none to be
had, yet they did not believe that He wan able to
take the land for them and that He could finish
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what He had startedl

There are thousands today who are doing
virtually the same when they say, "Isaiah,
chapter 2, Micah, chapter 4, Jeremiah, chapte:
31 and Ezekiel, chapteres 36 and 37 will never be
fulfilled, " 1t was those who were of age, those
who should have known better, that started the
ball rolling down hill to destruction. The youth,
of course, must have echoed the murmuringa of -
their elders, but the Lord did not kold it againa
them. And in order to salvage the youth, God
had to bury all their murmuring parents except
the two faithful, trusting men who protested agu:.
the evil report of the other ten spies. Mark you
every adult that left Egypt, except Caleb and
Joghua, had to be buried hefore the youth could
cross the Jordan! Why?--Because though Ged
did take themn with ease ocut of Egypt, He could
not get Egypt out of them, Are you etill wonder.;
why the prophet Elijah rmust *turn the heart of
the fathers to the children, and the heart of the
children to their fathers"? (Mal, 4:6.})

Christians often think that the Israelites we:
very wicked and unruly people, but after having
their experiences to profit by, think how much
worse we would be if we do as they did1l If we 4
no better than they, how can we expect to be eli.
gible for the seal and for the Kingdormn since the:
were not eligible ?

In the very prime of life, Moses thought hir
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self capable of delivering the children of Israel,
But Providence said: "You are not {it for the
work, come out and I will make you fit," And
out Mosea went.

He did not need Pharaoh's training in ordar
to do God's work. It was a hindrance to him/!
Why ?--Because it made him self-sufficient, in-
dependent of God. Such a person would be the
right one to lead God's people away from Him and
into ain, but the wrong one to lead them to Ged
and away from sin,

How true the statement in Testirnonies, Vol,
5, p. 80: ', .In the last solemn work few great
men will be engaged. They are nalf-sufficient,
independent of God, and he cannot use thermn. The
Lord has faithful servants, who in the shaking,
teating time will be disclesed to view, "

God can help only those who know that they
are unequal to their task, those who know that
they need His help, So, then, those who think
that they can do weonders are the very ones whe
can do nothing but harm.

Plainly, thoese whom God is to use in His
final work, in the time of the end, are not to be
anything like the Egyptian crown prince, not any-
thing like the learned Moses, Those who can
learn to keep and feed sheep well and to readily
take orders, are the ones who can be taught how
to keep and feedGod's peopls,
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Mosen' wife was the only Ethiopian in the
entire company. For this reason some thought
they were superior to her. They thought that
Mosea had commitied the unpardonable ain by
marrying cut of his nation, as though race had
anything to do with making people superior or
inferior. Moaes' own sister, Miriam, wasg caugt
in that sin., There she was, trying to break uptha

family, yet Moses prayed for her recovery when .

she was stricken with leprosy.

Who went into the promised land 7 --All but
the murmurers, Do you suppose that you can
entertain the same spirit of murtmuring and com-
plaining, and in apite of it receive the seal?--
How absurd the very thoughtl How unfair it
would be for a just God to destroy the discbedien
of that day, but to mave the discbedient of this dy.

What rnade one group eligible to croes the
Jordan?--It waa their trust in God, knowing tha:
He was their Chief Leader. They recognized
Moses and Joshua as the ones through whom Go!?
was communicating with them. They did not low
upon them ase being anyone other than who they
actually were, They were satisfied with their
lot, They took ordera as the orders were given
So it was that they were the only ones who enter:
into the land,

Having these ensamples before us, this
picture to go by, | can confidently tell whether
I am headed for the Kingdom or whether I am
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headed for the bowels of the earth {Rev, 12:16),
And I am sure that you, too, can tell which way
you are headed, The Lord does not require more
or less of us than He required of our typea, There
ia therefors ne mystery as to what we must da,
and what we muat not do to receive the seal of
God,

We need not go into a land of wonderment,
need not entertain the idea that we rmust have a
mysterious feeling, exciting emotion, need not
wallow in the duat or jump to the ceiling. No,
we need not make fools of ourselves, All we
need to do ia be ourselves, Be calm, decent,
reapectable, heaven-like beings, endeavoring
to do God's will on earth as it is done in heaven.
We need not make a display of ouraelves, but we
need 10 mind our God-given buainess and to keep
our noses out of other people's business.

Only whn we have done all we can to com-
ply with the requirements of the meesage for to-
day, not of yesterday, ahall we be sealed and
stand with the Lamb on Mt., Zion,

Should we not be glad that while we are being
invited to the Kingdam, we are also being told
how ta get there? Seeing all these, we must
never let our confidence in God wane. We ought
to be stable, firm in everything, lacking nothing,
God's eleventh-hour servants, says Inspiration,
are to be "a great people and a atrong; there hath
not been ever the like, neither shall be any more
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after 1t." Joel 2:2. They know what they be-
lieve, and believe what they know., Most im-
portant of all, thay know that they are led by
God, not by man.

They are not like the Phariaces who were
bullding monuments in memory of the dead
prophets {Matt, 23:29-31) and at the same time
were slaying the living ones! With this light
shining on our pathway, Hebrews, chaptara
3, 4, 10 and 11 become self-interpreting.
Timely Greetings, Vol. 1, No. 7,

In connection with thia aelection please
read also Timely Greetings, Vol. 2, No, 28,

‘"The aoul that sinneth, it shall die, The
son shall not bear the iniquity of the father,
neither ehall the father bear the iniquity of the
son: the rightecusness of the righteous shall be
upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked sha.
be upon him. DBut if the wicked will turn from
all his sins that he hath committed, and keep al
My statutes, and do that which is lawful and iy
he shall surely live, he shall not die, All his
transgressions that he hath committed, they sh
not be mentioned unto him: in his righteousness
that he hath done he shall live. Have I any plet
at all that the wicked should die? saith the Leor.
God: and not that he should return from his wan
and live ?
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“"But when the righteous turneth away from
his righteousness, and cammitteth fniquity, and
doeth according to all the aborminationa that the
wicked man doeth, shall he live? All his right -
eousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned:
in hie trespass that he hath trespasased, and in
his sin that he hath sinned, in them shall he die,

"Yet ye eay, The way of the Lord ia not
equal. Hear now, O house of Iarael; 1a not My
way equal? are not your ways unegual? When a
righteous rnan turneth away from his righteous-
neas, and committeth iniquity, and dieth in them;
for hia iniquity that he hath done shall he die.
Again, when the wicked man turneth away from
his wickedness that he hath committed, and doeth
that which is lawful and right, he shall save his
soul alive. Because he conaidereth, and turneth
away from all his transgressions that he hath
committed, he shall surely live, he shall nat die.
Yet saith the house of Israel, The way of the Lord
ie not equal. © house of Israel, are nat My ways
equal? are not your ways unequal? Therefcre
I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one
according to his waye, saith the Lord God, PRe-
pent, and turn yourselves from all your trans-
greesions; ao iniquity shall not be your ruin. "
Ezek, 18:20-30,





