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T H E A N S W E R E R

Book No. 1

Now "sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts: and be ready always to give an
answer to every man that asketh you a
reason of the hope that is in you with
meekness and fear."

1 Pet. 3:15

This "scribe," instructed unto the
kingdom of heaven, "bringeth forth

. . . things new and old."

Matt. 13:52

Questions and Answers on Present Truth
Topics in the Interest of the

Seventh-day Adventist Brethren

and Readers

of

The Shepherd's Rod

By V. T. HOUTEFF
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DO YOU KNOW?

ethren in Laodicea, do you know
ecy positively declares that the
od in the Laodicean church are

cally dangerous condition and
ot? Well, Brethren, whether or
alize it, whether or not you be-
at precisely is the case. And if
to enter into eternal life, you

eve it, and that without delay.
else you may believe or disbe-
one thing you must believe, "for it
e Witness who speaks, and his
ust be correct."—Testimonies, Vol.

ember that above all people, the
should not only be the last but

inclined to criticize, for they
s, says the True Witness, are

and miserable, and poor, and
naked," without so much even

ing it, but instead blissfully im-
at they are "rich, and increased
s, and" in "need of nothing."
. How, then, can they be in a
ruly to know anything about

k, Brethren, and rouse to life!
, pleading with you to awake
5

he Enemy's pitfalls, cannot possibly
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e the Enemy's voice! Remember that the
rd "surprises us by revealing His power
rough instruments of His own choice,

hile He passes by the men to whom we
ave looked as those through whom light
ould come. God desires us to receive
e truth upon its own merits,—because it

truth."—Testimonies to Ministers, p.
6.

"No matter by whom light is sent, we
ould open our hearts to receive it with
e meekness of Christ. . . . We should all

now what is being taught among us; for if
is truth, we need it."—Gospel Workers, p.
1.

"The great danger with our people has
een that of depending upon men, and
aking flesh their arm. Those who have
ot been in the habit of searching the Bible
r themselves, or weighing evidence, have
nfidence in the leading men, and accept
e decisions they make; and thus many

ill reject the very messages God sends to
is people, if these leading brethren do
ot accept them."—Testimonies to Minisiters,
. 106, 107.

"He will use men for the accomplish-
ent of His purpose whom some of the
rethren would reject as unfit to engage in
e work."—The Review and Herald, Feb. 9,
95.

In the light of these warnings, will you
ot take time carefully and prayerfully to
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certain whether or not God is leading in
is reformatory work? He has promised
all who will do this, that He will not

ave them in darkness but will guide them
to all Truth. So will you not take Him
His Word, and try Him?

We plead with you to , for a lready
he agencies of evil are combining their
rces, and consolidating. They are streng-
ening for the last great crisis. Great
anges are soon to take place in our

orld," says Inspiration, "and the final
ovements will be rapid ones. . . . The
me is coming when in their fraud and
solence men will reach a point that the

ord will not permit them to pass, and
ey will learn that there is a limit to the
rbearance of Jehovah. . . . Those who
old the reins of government are not able

solve the problem of moral corruption,
overty, pauperism, and increasing crime.
hey are struggling in vain to place busi-
ess operations on a more secure basis
. . Soon everything that can be shaken will be
aken, that those things that can not be
aken may remain. . . .

"It is impossible to give any idea of the
perience of the people of God who shall be

live upon the earth when celestial
ory and a repetition of the persecutions
the past are blended. They will walk in

e light proceeding from the throne of
od. By means of the angels there will be
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nstant communication between heaven
nd earth."—Testimonies, Vol. 9, pp. 11,
, 15, 16.

In view of these solemn realities even
ow looming before our eyes, no longer,
rother, Sister, hide yourself in the dark-
ess. Stand in the light, lest you stumble
nd fall and not be found. Come, take
me, and

Let Us Reason Together.

The Laodicean church, the last of the
ven churches (Rev. 2;3), being figura-
ve of the Christian church in her last
eriod, our time, the message on record to
er is therefore the last message to the
urch. So, plainly, if there is any Bible
bject essential for the church to study,
e message to the Laodiceans certainly is.

Although satisf ied with their attain-
ents, the Laodiceans who believe and
ke God at His Word will not question
im concerning their condition but will,
hether they see it or not, acknowledge
at they are in a "sad deception," "wretch-
, and miserable, and poor, and blind,
d naked." Having honestly made this
knowledgment, they will, in consequent
edience to the True Witness’ counsel to

uy of Him eyesalve which He alone can
pply, anoint their eyes with it and be
le to see.

Those, though, who recline in the false secu-
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ty of self-complacence, will pay no
ttention to the warning counsel, and will

a result lose everything—be spued out!
et how few does this dread threat alarm!
ow few does it impel to find out where
e trouble lies and how they stand! How
w, indeed, does it even trouble! And O
ow few incline to inquire into it for fear
at it may rebuke their evil course and

eprive them of some sinful pleasure
hich they dearly cherish! Surprisingly
w, yet all too truly.

Then, too, there being instilled in them
eat fear of false prophets, and not at all
akened in them any expectation of true
es (although there can be no false where
ere are no true), they are now therefore

lmost beyond reach. And behind their
reless attitude is seen the truth that "the

ains of duty and the pleasures of sin are
e cords with which Satan binds men in

is snares" (Testimonies, Vol. 5, p. 53),
hile behind the deeply instilled fear of
lse prophets, is seen the false watchman's
refulness to keep them from coming in
ntact with the messengers whom God has
nt to them.

Our deep concern, therefore, is that
ere awaken an interest in you, dear La-
icean, to go to the bottom of the matter, to
ake sure of your salvation. So will you

ot be sensible and courteous enough to sit
wn with this lightbearer in humble,
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partial, prayerful study which must
pay you many, many times over what
u put into it? Remember, there is a di-

ne law that converts every honest effort
to joy, a personal experience with God,

nd eternal life. So will you not start now
measure yourself, no longer by what

u think you are or will be, but by what
e Lord says you are and must be? Begin
ur investigation with the ensuing

Seven Questions.

. Who is Laodicea?

. Whom does the angel represent?

. What is meant by being wretched
and miserable and poor and blind
and naked?

. What is it to be "lukewarm"?

. Why does God prefer one either cold
or hot rather than lukewarm?

. What is the eyesalve?

. Should Laodicea fail to repent, how would
her shame be uncovered?

The Revelation, chapters 2 and 3, de-
ribes the condition of each of the seven
urches, the last of which is the Laodi-
an. These churches, admittedly, portray
e Christian church in seven different

eriods; the seventh, Laodicea, depicting
er in the period just before the "harvest,"
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e last in which the "wheat and tares" are
mmingled, and the one in which she is
experience the separation of the bad
m among the good (Matt.13:30,47-49).

Since in her every section, the church
ust be true to her name (it alone being
r identification), we shall therefore con-
er the question:

Who is Laodicea?

Laodicea may be infallibly recognized
idst the many "isms" of Christendom
the work she is doing—declaring the

dgment. Indeed, this mark of identifi-
tion is pointed out by the very name La-
icea, compounded of the two Greek
rds lao and dekei, the one meaning

eople," also "speak," the other meaning
dgment," the two in one meaning the

ople declaring judgment. The church,
erefore, which declares, "Fear God, and
ve glory to Him; for the hour of His
dgment is come" (Rev. 14:7), is evidently
e one called Laodicea. And it is almost
well known outside Seventh-day Adventist
cles as within, that the Seventh-day
ventist church is endeavoring to carry
e judgment message of Revelation
:7,and is therefore unchallenged in her
im to the title, Laodicea.

ince, therefore, the Seventh-day Ad-
ntist church is the only one proclaiming
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e judgment, and since each of the seven
essages is addressed to the angel of the
spective churches, the message to Lao-
cea is accordingly addressed

To the Seventh-day Adventis t
Angel.

According to Revelation 1:20, the "can-
esticks" symbolize the churches, and the
tars" the angels ( leaders) who have
arge over the churches. Being the at-

ndants of the churches, the angels are
us seen to be the ministry, whose re-
onsibility is to have the lamps trimmed,

lled with oil, and burning brightly, so
at the church may give light to all about

er.

Accordingly, as the Laodicean angel,
im to whom the condemnatory message is
nt, is symbolical of the ministry in La-
icea, he should consequently be the more
xious to discover where the trouble lies,

r he is, says the Lord,

Wretched, Miserable, Poor, Blind,
and Naked.

With a ministry wretched, miserable,
or, blind, and naked, what church (can-

lestick) could possibly stay lighted? And
ith her light thus gone out or but flick-
ing dimly, how could she lighten the
orld as God has set her to do? Through
e eyes of the True Witness, therefore,
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e tragedy of Laodicea is starkly seen—
leeping preachers preaching to a sleep-
g people" (Testimonies, Vol. 2, p. 337),
hile a sin-benighted world plunges on
ell-bent in its darkness! O what a piteous
ight! And yet it is so utterly overlooked!

With both ministry and laity in such a
itiful state of darkness, it is clear to be
en that though the Laodicean church is
e last in the order of the seven churches,
od cannot through her lighten the world
nd prepare His people for the Kingdom
hen she is in darkness and unprepared
erself. Hence the necessity of a new or-
er, a new ministry, as predicted in Testi-
onies, Vol. 5, p. 80, and in Zephaniah
11, 12.

Then it will come to pass that "only
ose who have withstood temptation in
e strength of the Mighty One, will be

ermitted to act a part in proclaiming it
he Third Angel's Message] when it shall
ave swelled into the Loud Cry."—The
eview and Herald, No. 19, 1908.

In the light of these facts, the prophetic
essage to the angel of the Laodiceans
ust obviously be brought and proclaimed
y someone other than the angel himself.
ut this, of course, is the very thing that
either the ministry nor the laity expect or
ish to happen. For the sake of the faith-
l, nevertheless, it is happening.
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So since God's Word says that the ministry
the Laodicean church is wretched,

iserable, poor, blind, and naked, and
at neither they nor the laity are aware
the fact, it lends heavy emphasis to the

atements: "Sleeping preachers preaching
a sleeping people!" (Testimonies, Vol. 2,

. 337); "the message of the True Witness
nds the people of God in a sad deception,
t honest in that deception."— Testimonies,

ol. 3, p. 253.

Although they are in this horrible pre-
icament, one which should make them
emble and fear, and give anything to
t out of, yet they continue

Lukewarm—Neither Cold Nor Hot.

When one finds himself in a climate
hich is neither cold nor hot, but luke-
arm, a temperature desired and sought
y all, there he basks as a pauper becomes

prince! So it is with the Laodiceans, as
presented in prophecy, though their sup-
sed riches are nothing but a death trap!

To rescue one from such a terrible de-
ption is a task which calls for the utmost
isdom not only because the victim is
lindly inured to the perilous condition he

in, while his rescuers are endeavoring
save him from perishing, but also be-

use he considers them as his enemies,
lse prophets, instead of as his friends
d deliverers, messengers from God!
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From the life line, the saving message,

hich they pleadingly hold forth to him,
e recoils. And consequently by his atti-
ude against them, he shouts: Away, away,
am rich and increased with goods: I have
eed of nothing; I have all the truth. "I
m satisfied with my position. I have set

y stakes, and I will not be moved away
rom my position, whatever may come."—
estimonies on Sabbath-School Work, p.
5; Counsels on Sabbath School Work, p.
8.

In protesting that they are not wretched

not unhappy), not miserable (not trou-
led), not poor (not in need of truth), not
lind (not benighted or il l iterate), not

aked (not without the righteousness of
hrist), the Laodiceans are contradicting

he True Witness, rejecting His counsel,

nd discrediting His remedy—

The Eyesalve.

As only the "salve" will heal them from their

eadly Laodicean malady, hence if they fail to
vail themselves of the cure (by searching for
ruth as for hidden treasure) and to apply it (to

epent), they will be spued out. O, Brother,
ister, will you not call for the "salve"? or will
ou continue in your wretchedness, miserable-
ess, poverty, blindness, and nakedness, and
hus compel Him to spue you out and to
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Uncover Your Shame?

That your shame, Brethren, might not
ppear to all, God has long forborne to
pose to the world the sins which you

ave cherished and kept under cover. Not
rever, though, will He forbear. So for
ur soul's sake, argue no longer that you have
l the Truth; cease adding sin to sin; repent,
d return to Him; He will just as gladly

ccept you and make a feast for you as
id the father in the parable welcome
ack his prodigal son and make a feast for
im.

Be not like the Jew. But open your
eart; cast out its pride, its prejudice, and
s self-conceit; let these not deprive you of
ernal life at such a late hour as this. If
u repeat the mistake of the Jews, your
ame and your loss will be as much
eater than theirs as are your light and
ur opportunities and privileges. Yea,

eyond comparison! So do not fail, we
lead with you, to end your long Laodi-
an sickness and poverty, and no longer
agine that you are

Rich, Increased With Goods.

Never do you even so much as intimate that
u have all the buildings, all the institutions,
l the money, all the workers, all the converts
u need! Your only boast is of having no

eed of more truth! This attitude, therefore, the
rd says, is the way in which you are
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ying, "I am rich and increased with
ods, and have need of nothing." It is
e source of your trouble, and the thing
hich He expects you to confess and to
pent of.

The angel's (the ministry's) mistaken
aim of being rich and increased with
ods and in need of nothing, does not
ake him a liar, but rather shows him to

e a victim of ignorance and delusion. But
is thinking that he has and knows all the
ruth, makes his condition even more
erilous than a liar's, for a liar knows that
e is ly ing. O awake, Brother , S ister ,
ake! awake!

Do As Did Nathaniel .

Come and see!

See what? Laod iceans, r ich and in-
eased with goods, and in need of noth-
g, with the excuse that the need to take
re of the material things of life (Luke

4:15-19) forbids their accepting the invi-
tion?

Indeed not!

See the Laodiceans from the streets and
nes—"the poor, and the maimed, and the
alt, and the blind" (Luke 14:21), gladly
ailing themselves of the remedy!

But, alas, not all who come, remain, for
hen any one heareth the word of the

ngdom, and understandeth it not, then
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meth the wicked one, and catcheth away
at which was sown in his heart. This is

e which received seed by the way side." Be
ot like him, but make the effort required

understand the Truth. And others, "when
ibulation or persecution ariseth because of
e word," are offended. These are they
hat received the seed into stony
laces." Neither be like them; be rooted in
e Truth. "But he that received seed into
e good ground is he that heareth the
ord, and understandeth it; which also
eareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some
n hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty."
att. 13:19-23.

Though the "bad" along with the "good" are
ill coming (for we are yet in the period
which the wheat and the tares, the good

nd the bad fish, commingle), you need not
of the tares or of the "bad fish." Be of the

heat, do as the "good": lay aside your
n thoughts and ways, then take the
rd's, for He says: ". . . My thoughts are not
ur thoughts, neither are your ways My ways
. . For as the heavens are higher than the
rth, so are My ways higher than your
ays, and My thoughts than your thoughts."
a. 55:8, 9.

And finally, never be like a Pharisee who
n see the mote in his brother's eye, but
nnot see the beam in his own (Matt. 7:3).

or after all, "Who art thou?" asks the
ord. Art thou thyself not a Laodicean?
ow "judgest" thou "another man's servant?
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his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea,
e shall be holden up: for God is able to
ake him stand." Rom 14:4.

Never mind the other fellow, Brethren; you
ave barely enough time to look after yourself.
nd moreover, do not measure the Truth
ith the rod of man, but with the Rod of God:
ear ye the Rod, and [Him] Who hath
pointed it" (Mic. 6:9), urges the Lord.

Will you not take His counsel? If you will,
en without further delay, send your name
d address for Present Truth literature—the

ast which, though worth everything, will
st you nothing. And besides being the only
re for your Laodiceanism, it will thrill and
tisfy your hungry soul with something
uly rich and extraordinary!

Then all of us together "shall have
iritual eyesight to discern the inner
urts of the celestial temple. We shall
tch the themes of song and thanksgiving of
e heavenly choir round about the
rone. When Zion shall arise and shine,

er light will be most penetrating, and precious
ngs of praise and thanksgiving will be heard
the assemblies of the saints. . . . As we

ply the golden eye-salve, we shall see the
ories beyond. Faith will cut through the
eavy shadow of Satan, and we shall see
r Advocate offering up the incense of His
n merits in our behalf. When we see this as
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, as the Lord desires us to see it, we
all be filled with a sense of the
mensity and diversity of the love of God."—

estimonies, Vol. 6, p. 368. And then we
all no longer ask:

Whose Advice Is To Be Followed?

Now we want you to know that we truly
ppreciate your concern for our spiritual
elfare, as expressed in many of your crit-
isms, and we assure you that we fully
alize that, be we wrong, your advice is
rely as valuable to us as, be we right,
r advice is to you. So we are confident
at you will be agreed with us that we
ust settle the question,

Who Is Who?

To begin our investigation, it is neces-
ry, in fairness to both sides, to take into

ccount the experiential knowledge of
ch.

In view of our long experience with the
hird Angel's Message in its first part, as
ell as in its present addition (Early Writ-
gs, p. 277), as brought in The Shepherd's
od, as against yours in the first part only,
e are constrained to believe that the pos-
bility of your being wrongly led by the
ngel of the Laodiceans, is greater than
e possibility of our being wrongly led
the Rod.

Were you in a position, such as we are
, to be fully informed in both messages,
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in both the one of 1844 and the one of
day,—then the possibility of your being
ght and of our being wrong, as against
e possibility of your being wrong and of

ur being right, would be about equally
alanced. Inasmuch, though, as you are
nversant with the former only, it is more
obable that our position carries a greater

ercentage of possibility of being correct
an does yours.

Moreover, whether the Rod is right or
rong, "the angel of the church of the La-
iceans" is, as the Lord Himself has made
utely clear, in a sad, fearful, and terrible

eception (Testimonies, Vol. 3, pp. 253,
4, 260), and about to be spued out.

In view, therefore, of the consequent
eater responsibility resting upon us, we
nnot be less interested in you than you

re in us. And you cannot afford to be
ss mindful of our advice to you than we
n afford to be of yours to us.

And finally, believing that you are as
onest as we are, we are confident that you
ill candidly and carefully weigh every
ord herein.

Our being, as you know, unswerving
herents of the Bible and of Sister White's

ritings, full-fledged Seventh-day Adven-
sts, we are sure that both the Bible and
ister White's writings support the Rod
e hundred per cent. All three, therefore,
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e see in perfect harmony with one an-
ther, with the Rod giving "power and
rce" to the message as given since 1844.
ee Early Writings, p. 277.)

In view of our sustaining this solid con-
ction, you can readily understand that
ur rejecting the Rod on the grounds that
is out of harmony with Sister White's

ritings, is not at all to us the actuality it
ems to you.

Then, too, having every reason to be-
ve that our minds are fully rational, we

ccordingly have every reason to believe
at we are no less able than others intel-
ently to study both the Bible and Sister
hite's writings. So let us, as Christians
ho really want to know the truth, together
gin

Examining Both Your Position
and Ours.

To begin with, is it not correct that the
hristian's textbook is the Bible? If your
nswer to this fundamental question is in
e affirmative, then it compels us to study
ister White's writings in the light of the
ible, not the Bible in the light of her
ritings. This, in fact, she herself plainly
ys:

"Only those who have been diligent stu-
ents of the Scriptures, and who have re-
e ived the love o f the truth , wi l l be
ielded from the powerful delusion that
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kes the world captive. By the Bible testi-
ony [not by hers], these will detect the
eceiver in his disguise. . . . Are the peo-
le of God now so firmly established upon
is word that they would not yield to the
idence of their senses? Would they, in
ch a crisis, cling to the Bible, and the

ible only?"—The Great Controversy, p.
5.

Clearly, therefore, her work must never
e interpreted in such a way as to contra-
ict the Bible, but always to clear it. If
u undeviatingly follow this absolute rule of
terpretation, you can never possibly

ave any trouble with the Rod or with any
essage the Lord may ever send.

Your interpretations of many of Sister
hite's writings, most notably, perhaps,
ose concerning the Kingdom, being man-

estly contradictory to the prophecies of
e Bible, cause the one who accepts her

ritings to doubt the Bible, and the one
ho holds to the Bible to be set against
er writings, thus bringing in dispute and
hism among the brethren. Such interpre-
tions, one-sided and division-making, are
erefore grievously unfair not only to the
ible and to Sister White's writings but
lso to yourself, and consequently to the
use of Truth.

So you will, we trust, see that while you
e intentionally endeavoring to prove only
e Rod wrong, you are in reality unwit-

ngly endeavoring to prove Sister White
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odds with the Bible—a work which is
attering from Christ rather than gather-
g to Him.

As both your and our doctrinal posi-
ons must be in perfect harmony with the
ible, we are therefore asking you to har-
onize your position on the Kingdom with
aniel 2:44; Jeremiah 51:20; Hosea 3:4,
; Isaiah 2:1-4; Micah 4:1-6; Isaiah 11:
2-16; Jeremiah 30:18, 21; 31:2-13; 32:
; Ezekiel 37:15-28.

We hold it to be a simple, self-evident
uth that as the stone (Dan. 2:34) is sym-
olical of the Kingdom, and that as It

ites the toes of the image, It necessarily
ust be set up before It smites them, just

Daniel said: "In the days of these kings
oe-kings: the kings of today] shall the
od of heaven set up a kingdom." "In the
ays of these kings," cannot mean after
eir days. And unless the Kingdom is set

p (brought into being), It cannot smite
e nations.

If, moreover, Judah and Israel (both
ingdoms) are not gathered together into

e kingdom, as the prophecies say they
ill be (Ezek. 37:15-28), then how can
ey be His "battle-ax" (Jer. 51:20)? And

ow can the prophecies be fulfilled?

I t i s equa l ly se l f - ev ident that the
any days" (Hos. 3:4, 5) are the long

ears from the time the Kingdom went
wn until It shall finally be set up again.
herefore the word "return" cannot mean
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nything other than that those dispersed
any days" are to go back to the land

hence they were taken captive.

his, furthermore, is the only position,
nsistent with all relevant Bible doctrines,
at gives assurance of fulfilment of the
ophecy of Isaiah 2 and that of Micah 4.

gain: from Isaiah 11 we see that the
ord is to "set His hand again the second
me to recover the remnant of His people"
erse 11), and that when He does so, He
ill prepare a way for them "like as it
as to Israel in the day that he came up
t of the land of Egypt." Verse 16.

nd Jeremiah testifies that the Lord
ill bring again the captivity of Jacob's
nts, and have mercy on his dwelling

laces; and the city shall be builded upon
er own heap. . . . and their nobles shall

of themselves, and their governor shall
roceed from the midst of them." Jer. 30:
, 21.

o Ezekiel, moreover, "thus saith the
ord God; Behold, I will take the children of
rael from among the heathen, whither
ey be gone, and will gather them on
ery side, and bring them into their own
nd." Ezek. 37:21.

he Bible is either right or wrong. If
u believe It is right, take It to heart, and
ke your stand upon It, at least upon such
en passages as the ones herein quoted—
riptures which need no interpretation.
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And certain it is that God will accept no
cuse for anyone's trying to side-step
em, so pla in and posit ive are they.

either will anyone succeed in escaping
od's judgments by endeavoring on the
e hand to dodge through what he thinks
be loopholes in the Rod, and by en-

eavoring on the other hand to set up in
ister White's writings obstacles to take
ver behind.

Such vain attempts today will leave the
erpetrators no more excusable (in fact,
ss so) than the vain efforts of the Jews
sterday left them in their attempt to dis-
ver loopholes in Christ's work by the use
Moses' writings.

If one's excuse be that the Rod's teach-
gs are not found in Sister White's writ-
gs, no more will he be vindicated in re-
cting its voice on such grounds than are
e Jews for f ighting and rejecting the

ew Testament Scriptures on the grounds
at they are not found in the writings of
e prophets.

If you are really a sincere and faithful
eliever in both the Bible and the Spirit

Prophecy, you will obey this counsel:
. . if a message comes that you do not

nderstand, take pains that you may hear
e reasons the messenger may give."—

estimonies on Sabbath-School Work, p.
5; Counsels on Sabbath-School Work, p.
.
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Your integrity in renouncing the sealing
essage, on the ground that it contradicts
ister White's writings, will be tested by
ur response to her urging you to reason

ith the messenger rather than to reason
ith his enemies.

What to some of you may seem to set
is or that teaching of the Rod squarely
contradiction to Sister White's writings,
not half so plausible as is that which to

l appearances sets the Lord's statement in
atthew 10:23 solidly in contradiction to
is promises. "Ye shall not, " say the
criptures, "have gone over the cities of
rael, till the Son of man be come." But
e apostles did go preaching the gospel

ot only to the cities of Israel but also to
very creature which is under heaven"
ol. 1:23), and as yet the Son of man is

ot "come, " though 1900 years have
assed since that time. Christ must have
oken the truth, but it is not understood,
st as many points in connection with

resent Truth are not understood, and
ence in most cases are misconstrued.

When Moses wrote the first part of the
ible, he was not given the privilege to
rite the whole Truth which God intended to
veal to His people. Later in the Old
estament period came Isaiah, Jeremiah,
zekiel, et al. Then in the New Testament
eriod came John the Baptist, Christ, the
ostles, the reformers, Miller, and Sister
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hite, each one in turn teaching truths
hich could not, however, be maintained
y Moses' writings. This is the divine rule

unfolding truth. And only to one's own
ss will he refuse to acknowledge that it
operative the same today as ever, even
ough the message today is derived en-

rely from the inspired writers before it.

Though there is much more to be said on
ese matters, suffice these lines for the
esent, for unless for your life's sake you
spond to them, more would be only a
eariness to you and a loss of time to us.

Our sincere prayer and earnest hope,
erefore, is that the valuable, irretriev-

ble time expended in this effort of good
il l and deep concern for your souls,
ill be the means of bringing you to re-
ice in the glorious hope which the Rod
ts before you. May your heart yet be re-
onsive to the "Lord's voice," which still
rieth unto the city, . . . hear ye the Rod,
d Who hath appointed it."

If you are resolved now to comply with
is injunction, and with the one in Testi-
onies on Sabbath-School Work, p. 65, to
ke pains to hear the reason the messenger
ay give, and to ask questions on the mes-
ge, whether with respect to the Bible or to

ister White's writings, be assured that we
all welcome hearing from you, and shall
adly do our honest best to clear what-
er is involved.
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Questions and Answers

WHAT IS LAODICEA'S TROUBLE?

uestion No. 1:

What is wrong with Laodicea and what is the
medy?

nswer:

Describing her condition in present-day
nguage, Inspiration declares:

"The message to the church of the La-
iceans is a startling denunciation, and is
plicable to the people of God at the pres-
t time. . . .

"The people of God are represented in
e message to the Laodiceans as in a posi-
on of carnal security. They are at ease,
elieving themselves to be in an exalted
ndition of spiritual attainments. . . .

"What greater deception can come upon
uman minds than a confidence that they
re right, when they are all wrong! The
essage of the True Witness finds the peo-
le of God in a sad deception, yet honest

that deception. They know not that their
ndition is deplorable in the sight of God.
hile those addressed are flattering them-
lves that they are in an exalted spiritual
ndition, the message of the True Witness
eaks their security by the startling de-
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unciation of their true condition of spirit-
al blindness, poverty, and wretchedness.
he testimony, so cutting and severe, can-
ot be a mistake, for it is the True Witness
ho speaks, and his testimony must be cor-
ct."—Testimonies, Vol. 3, pp. 252, 253.

"I asked the meaning of the shaking I
ad seen, and was shown that it would be
used by the straight testimony called
rth by the counsel of the True Witness to
e Laodiceans. This will have its effect

pon the heart of the receiver, and will
ad him to exalt the standard and pour
rth the straight truth. Some will not bear
is straight testimony. They will rise up

gainst it, and this is what will cause a
aking among God's people.

"I saw that the testimony of the True
itness has not been half heeded. The
lemn testimony upon which the destiny

f the church hangs has been lightly es-
emed, if not entirely disregarded."—

arly Writings, p. 270."

“. . . our own course of continual back-
iding has separated us from God. Pride,
vetousness, and love of the world have

ved in the heart without fear of banish-
ent or condemnation. Grievous and pre-
mptuous sins have dwelt among us. And
t the general opinion is that the church
flourishing, and that peace and spiritual

osperity are in all her borders.
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"The church has turned back from fol-
wing Christ her Leader, and is steadily
treat ing toward Egypt. Yet few are

larmed or astonished at their want of
iritual power. Doubt and even disbelief
the testimonies of the Spirit of God, is

avening our churches everywhere. Satan
ould have it thus. Ministers who preach
lf instead of Christ would have it thus.

he testimonies are unread and unappre-
ated. God has spoken to you. Light has
en shining from His Word and from the

estimonies, and both have been slighted
nd disregarded. The result is apparent in
e lack of purity and devotion and earn-
t faith among us."—Testimonies, Vol. 5, p.
7.

That Laodicea is the typical name for
e Seventh-day Adventist denomination,
ery Seventh-day Adventist knows, and
t none care to do anything about it! In-
ead, all are satisfied that they have all
e truth to carry them clear through!

To prolong their lukewarm condition
definitely, the Demon power has perfected

thermos-covering composed of an im-
ervious layer of prejudice, self-confidence,

d the fear that someone is trying his best
deceive them by word or by literature.

ence most of us, as Seventh-day Adven-
sts, do not discuss or read Bible truths
at are advocated by anyone not approved

the angel of Laodicea—the conference
elates. Consequently, such ones cannot
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e reached with a message from heaven to-
ay any easier than could the Jews in their
y. Nevertheless, the All-knowing One
mmanded:

"And unto the angel of the church of the
aodiceans write; These things saith the
men, the faithful and True Witness, the
eginning of the creation of God; I know
y works, that thou art neither cold nor

ot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So
en because thou art lukewarm, and

either cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of
y mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich,
d increased with goods, and have need of

othing; and knowest not that thou art
retched, and miserable, and poor, and
lind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of
e gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest
e rich; and white raiment, that thou may-
t be clothed, and that the shame of thy

akedness do not appear; and anoint thine
es with eyesalve, that thou mayest see."

ev. 3:14-18.

So when in Revelation 2:5 the Lord
ernly addresses one group of leaders,
arning them that unless they repent and
o their first works, He will come unto
em quickly and remove the candlestick
t of their control, He makes that fate en-

rely conditional on their own response to
is cutting rebuke.

But later, to the Laodicean leadership
ngel), He makes an even more drastic
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ecree, an unconditional, unequivocal,
arp and final statement, that He will
ue them out, thus bringing the Laodicean
urch government to an abrupt and cata-
ysmic climax. At this very time, then,
e church is to undergo a thorough house-
eaning, a change of administration and
ganization, even as anciently the King-

om was "rent from" Saul and given to
avid (1 Sam. 15:28).

And just as David, the eighth son of
esse, was not chosen until the succession

his seven brothers had one by one passed
review, so the "house of David" (Zech.

2:8; Testimonies, Vol. 5, p. 81), the
urch freed from "the tares," the eighth
urch in the New Testament succession,

as not to come into being until the suc-
ssion of seven had passed one by one.
ee Tract No. 8, Mt. Sion at the Eleventh

our.)

Clearly, the "angel" and the church here
ddressed, necessarily represent two par-
es—the ministry and the laity. But the
e directly addressed and condemned is
e angel, the one in charge of the laity.

he True Witness' "startling denuncia-
on," therefore, though not exempting the
ity, is expressly and particularly for the
ke of the ministry. So, especially should
ey, most of all, take heed and lay well to

eart the great ethic that the Master Shep-
erd will let no sheep go carelessly tended,
fall into the abyss, if He can help it.
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But since, as under-shepherds, they have
ng and grievously been thus derelict, the
ord years ago promised that He would
ortly "take charge of the flock Himself." —
stimonies, Vol. 5, p. 80.

In a forecast of this complete change-
er from the Laodicean inertia, the Spirit
Truth solemnly affirms: "God will use

ays and means by which it will be seen
at He is taking the reins in His own

ands. The workers will be surprised. . .”—
stimonies to Ministers, p. 300.

Again, we read that God will put aside
ose who are "self-sufficient, independent
God," and whom "He cannot use," and

ill disclose to view those "precious ones
ow hidden who have not bowed the knee to
aal."—Testimonies, Vol 5. pp. 80, 81.

Thus even more accurately does sacred
istory repeat itself than does profane his-
ry. And the terrify ingly irrevocable

ords of the prophet Samuel to Saul, come
nging down the ages with double finality
the Laodiceans:

"The Lord hath rent the kingdom of
rael from thee this day, and hath given
to a neighbour of thine, that is better
an thou. And also the Strength of Israel
ill not lie nor repent: for He is not a man,
at He should repent." 1 Sam. 15:28,29.

The Laodicean lukewarmness—the satis-
d notion of being rich and increased
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ith goods, of having the truth, and even
adding to it—is nothing less than pure self-
mplacency. It is thus that the Laodiceans

re "wretched, and miserable, and poor,
nd blind, and naked" (Rev. 3:17),
istakenly believing that they are rich and
creased with goods. But critical as is this
eception, it need not be fatal if only they
ill humble themselves and "buy" the
yesalve" offered them that they may see
eir nakedness, then repent, seek forgive-

ess, and advance in truth. But, alas, their
kewarm (satisfied), not hot or cold (dis-
tisfied), state of being makes it as hard
r them to acknowledge their condition as it
as for the Jews in Christ's time.

WHY THE NEED OF REVIVAL AND
REFORMATION?

uestion No. 2:

If the church is God's dearest object upon
rth (Testimonies to Ministers, p. 20) and if

e is leading her, why the need of "a revival
d a reformation"?

nswer:

Since the church is indeed God's dearest
ject on earth, He often has to admonish,
buke, and chasten her so as to bring her
maintain the high standard which He

as set for her. And though her history
but one long, sad record of sinning and

penting, sinning and repenting, yet the
ord has borne with her in the infinite
atience and longsuffering of Divine love
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beautifully illustrated in the parable of
e prodigal son. And finally in this love
describable, He "gave Himself" (Gal.

:4) for her in the person of His only be-
tten Son. But this supreme sacrifice

otwithstanding, she has never yet fully
ppreciated His undying love for her.
ven now, the Saviour pathetically de-
ares that He has somewhat against her,
nd admonishes her by strong words to
pent and sit down with Him in His
rone (Rev. 3:14-21), making clear the in-
itable fate of all who fail to heed His
unsel (verse 16). But, tragically, she

as not heeded it , and so He "br ings
gainst ministers and people the heavy

arge of spiritual feebleness, saying, 'I
now thy works, that thou art neither cold
or hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.' " —
hrist Our Righteousness, 1941 Edition, p.
21.

Thus God, in His boundless, all-discern-
g love for His church, " 'calls for a spirit-
al revival and a spiritual reformation.
nless this takes place, those who are luke-
arm will continue to grow more abhor-
nt to the Lord, until He will refuse to
knowledge them as His children.

" 'A revival and a reformation must take
lace under the ministration of the Holy
pirit. Revival and reformation are two
ifferent things. Revival signifies a re-
ewal of spiritual life, a quickening of the
owers of mind and heart, a resurrection
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om spiritual death. Reformation signi-
es a reorganization, a change in ideas
nd theories, habits and practices. Refor-
ation will not bring forth the good fruit of
ghteousness unless it is connected with the
vival of the Spirit. Revival and reformation

re to do their appointed work, and in doing
is work they must blend.' " —Ibid.

In these inspired statements, three facts
and out in bold relief: (1) God sends
is clarion call first to the ministers, and
en to the laity; (2) He makes a positive

eclaration that He will spue out of His
outh all who fail to give heed to it, and to
ter into a "spiritual revival and a
iritual reformation"; and (3) He makes

ear that such a movement means "a re-
ganization, a change in ideas and theo-
es, habits and practices." Clearly, then,
e church must experience a threefold
ange before she can ever look forth

air as the moon, clear as the sun, and ter-
ble as an army with banners," going
orth into all the world, conquering and to
nquer."—Prophets and Kings, p. 725.

God is to rule in His church now as He
id in Moses' time: "The government of
rael was characterized by the most thor-
gh organization, wonderful alike for its
mpleteness and its simplicity. The order
strikingly displayed in the perfection and

rangement of all God's created works was
anifest in the Hebrew economy.
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od was the center of authority, and
vernment, the sovereign of Israel.
oses stood as their visible leader, by
od's appointment, to administer the laws

his name. From the elders of the tribes
council of seventy was afterward chosen
assist Moses in the general affairs of the

ation. Next came the priests, who con-
lted the Lord in the sanctuary. Chiefs,

r princes, ruled over the tribes. Under
ese were 'captains over thousands, and
ptains over hundreds, and captains over

fties, and captains over tens;' and, lastly,
fficers who might be employed for spe-
al duties."—Patriarchs and Prophets, p.
74.

If "the same principles of piety and jus-
ce that were to guide the rulers among
od's people in the time of Moses and of
avid, were also to be followed by those
ven the oversight of the newly organized
urch of God in the gospel dispensation"
cts of the Apostles, p. 95), and if man
nnot improve upon God's governmental
le, then why should we not pattern after

? Hence the need of "a revival and a
formation."

As restorers of every Divine institution,
e are glad to announce to the readers of
resent Truth, that besides the literature
f "revival," they may now also obtain
at of "reformation," our organizational

ublication, The Leviticus of The Davidian
eventh-day Adventists.



Q

ne
In

A

G
p
ri
p
w

th
ti
ti
G
G

m
st
fo
b
m
A
tu
ti
th
to
h

39

WHAT IS THE PHENOMENON OF
INSPIRATION?

uestion No. 3:

What is private interpretation? In what man-
r is one inspired? And through whom does
spiration work?

nswer:

"All scripture is given by inspiration of
od, and is profitable for doctrine, for re-
roof, for correction, for instruction in
ghteousness: that the man of God may be
erfect, throughly furnished unto all good
orks." 2 Tim. 3:16, 17.

"Knowing this first, that no prophecy of
e scripture is of any private interpreta-

on. For the prophecy came not in old
me by the will of man: but holy men of
od spake as they were moved by the Holy
host." 2 Pet. 1:20, 21.

Affirmatively stated, all Scripture (not
erely a part of It) is inspired. Negatively
ated, none of It is privately interpreted,
r the reason that It did not come of men
ut of God. And It can be interpreted by
en only as and when God's Spirit decrees.
ccordingly, every jot and tittle of Scrip-
re and Its interpretation is of Inspira-

on, and thus wholly profitable to guide
e man of God doctrinally, to reprove and
correct him, and righteously to instruct

im, unto perfection of faith and works.
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Let us therefore covenant with the Lord
at henceforth we shall neither accept

or advance as revealed truth any pri-
te interpretation of the Scriptures. And
keep understandingly inviolate this sol-
n promise to the Lord, we must first, of

urse, understand

The Phenomenon of Inspiration.

In Its Scriptural sense, Inspiration is de-
ed as "a divine influence directly and
mediately exerted upon the mind or soul
man" (The New Century Dictionary); in

her words, It is a special function of the
pirit of God. It is, therefore, in Its divers
anifestations, set in operation, not by the
orking of the mind itself, but by the
ower of the Spirit. To get a correct
nderstanding of this process, however, one
ust necessarily see it in historical per-
ective, operating in the midst of the

uman race from the beginning of creation.

In His own image God created Adam,
nd gave him sovereign "dominion over
e fish of the sea, and over the fowl of
e air, and over the cattle, and over all the
rth, and over every creeping thing that
eepeth upon the earth." Gen. 1:26.

Accordingly, as He made Adam the king
f earth's first dominion, and all living
eatures the subjects thereof, Adam's nat-

ral ability to rule them, and their natural
bmission to him, show that all creation,
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an and beast, fowl and creeping things,
ere divinely influenced or endowed—inspired.
o when Adam reviewed the whole animal
eation as it passed before him, he spent no
me in studying the nature of the creatures in
der to identify them, but instantaneously
ve every species its name; they, in turn,
mediately recognized him as their king—
ve submission to him. This Super-intel-

gency (such as is vouchsafed in Matthew
0:19) clearly shows that all creation was
fluenced by a power above and beyond its
n. In short, both Adam's and the animals'

nderstanding came by Inspiration.

Inspiration, consequently, is not limited in
s manifestations, to man alone. And
cred history reveals that neither is It

mited to visions (Dan. 7:2), or dreams
en 28:12), or indirect communication (Ex.

0:35; 28:30), or direct face to face conv-
sation (Gen. 18:2) with divine beings, or
any other form of expression. Rather It
mes "in divers manners." Thuswise,

od "at sundry times . . . spake in time past
nto the fathers." Heb. 1:1.

This fundamental truth was, perhaps,
est exemplified in Noah's work, particu-
rly in its climax, when special intelli-
nce was imparted to selected members of
e animal creation, so that from near and
r they could find their way into the ark
d keep peace one with another. (See Genesis

:1-4.)
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But having survived the flood, the de-
endants of Noah's family straightway
rgot the priceless lesson. So it came to

ass that the post-diluvians were as deter-
ined to believe that there could be a sec-

nd universal flood as the antediluvians
ere that there could not be a first one.
hus unbelief in Noah's inspiration became
s pronounced after the flood as it had
een before, with the result that in the ef-
rt to gain security of life, men attempted

build the tower of Babel, the world's
rst skyscraper and the earliest monu-
ent to the folly of man's prodigious la-

ors to secure his salvation without the as-
stance of Divine Inspiration. This insult-
g attitude of the builders toward the

ord's promise through Noah, so aroused
is displeasure that He blotted from their
emory the language which He had given
em through Adam and, in its stead, in-
ired in them all the diverse languages of
rth, with the result that the builders be-

ame confused among themselves and
uld no longer continue building (Gen.

1:7-9).

In this preternatural event which so
dically changed the course of human so-
ety, we see another form of Inspiration
vealing that while one individual or a
oup of individuals may deliberately work
cross-purposes with God, He can bestow

is gift even on them, to frustrate their
n evil designs (Gen.11:1-9) while promoting
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is eternal purpose and getting praise to
is name (Ps. 76:10).

Another example of this marvelous man-
estation is seen in the contravention of
alaam's evil intent. The Lord so con-
olled Balaam's tongue that though his
ind was bent on cursing Israel, he could
ronounce only blessings (Num. 22, 23,
4).

Let these "ensamples" be our constant
minder that anyone who undertakes to
ork against the Lord's revealed will is
oomed to failure and shame.

In later postdiluvian days the Lord ap-
eared and said unto Abram: "Unto thy
eed will I g ive this land." Gen. 12:7.
hen some years afterwards "three men
ood by him," and one of them said to
im, "Sarah thy wife shall have a son."
en. 18:2,10. Thus through Divine agency,

some respects different from that which
ntrolled Adam and Noah, was Abraham
abled (inspired) to understand what the
ture held for him and for his posterity.

Then, too, there was the time when Ba-
am (who, at the instance of King Balak,
as on his way to Moab) whipped his
ithful ass, which thereupon received the

ift of speech, and said to his abusive
aster: "What have I done unto thee, that
ou hast smitten me these three times?"

um. 22:28. The dumb creature, we see,
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as enabled (inspired) to speak by the
ower which created him. Hence, it will
e well, indeed, for every man to give heed

what the Lord says and does regardless
ow, when, where, or through whom He
ys or does it.

Again, years before Israel went into
gypt, God in His providence (Gen. 45:5)
fluenced Jacob to make a coat of many
lors for his youngest son, Joseph. This
eming partiality, along with Joseph's

ream and his father's interpretation of it
en. 37:10), provoked the jealous broth-
s to sell him as a slave, to be carried

way into Egypt so as to prevent his sup-
lanting them in influence or position. But
ere in Egypt the Lord in His own time
ised him to the second throne of the
alm, then brought the years of plenty,

lso the years of famine, as the means to
move the whole household of Jacob into
gypt.

In their desperate endeavor to be rid of
oseph so as to avoid being ruled by him,
is brethren succeeded only (by stirring
p the ever-attentive potential of Provi-
ence) in exalting him to the administra-
ve throne of Egypt, and in bringing them-
lves down in humiliation at his feet.

ere is marked evidence that he who at-
mpts to defeat God's purposes succeeds
ly in defeating his own and in promoting

od's.
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When, as a fugitive from Egypt, Moses
as attending his father-in-law's flocks in
idian, "the angel of the Lord appeared
nto him in a flame of f ire out of the
idst of a bush: and he looked, and, be-
old, the bush burned with fire, and the
ush was not consumed." Ex. 3:2. By this
anifestation, Moses was inspired to lib-

rate Israel from their hard Egyptian
ondage. And then as the leader of the
ebrews during their forty years of wan-
ering in the wilderness, he communed
ith the Lord face to face (Ex. 34:30-35),
d departed with his countenance divinely

radiant. Thus his experience was anom-
ous to that of others before him.

Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar had
reams. Joseph and Daniel interpreted
em (Gen. 40:8-12; 41:25-38; Dan. 2:

8; 4:20, 24). Daniel the prophet, John
e Revelator, and other holy men of God

ad visions. Each was the special recipient
f Inspiration in a distinctive form, and to
greater or less degree.

From these and many other examples,
e see that Inspiration works in divers
ays Its wonders to perform. Through
an and through beast, in fact through all
eation, Its work is seen in many forms.

ome have heard It in audible voice, both
rough agents seen (Ex. 34:30-35) and

gents unseen (Ex. 3:2). Others have wit-
essed It through definite impressions,
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reams, visions, providences, preternatural
d instantaneous speech endowments.

In all diligence, therefore, give heed to
ny supernatural manifestation in the

urch of God, irrespective of source,
hether it be human or brute, small or
reat, black or white, rich or poor. Un-
iasedly compare its work with the Scrip-
res, and if it is in harmony with them, if
finds its foundation and prediction there,
akes men loyal to the law and to the

rophets, and adds light to the present
uth, accept it whatever the cost in money,
roperty, position, friends, and relatives,
r it is your very life. He who will prove
ithful in this responsibility will receive a
undredfold for the sacrifice it has cost
im to be true to the Lord’s voice (Matt.
9:29).

But to be true, and thus to save oneself
om the unpardonable sin, one must be
nstantly on guard. And this he can do
ly by prayerfully investigating the spirit
at purports to come in the name of the

ord. Fai l ing to do this, he stands in
eatest peril of rejecting the pleading of
e Holy Ghost (Inspiration), and thus of
differently tossing away his very life.

"When a message comes in the name of
e Lord to His people," says the Spirit of

ruth, "no one may excuse himself from an
vestigation of its claims. No one can
ford to stand back in an attitude of in-
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ifference and self-confidence, and say: 'I
now what is truth. I am satisfied with my
osition. I have set my stakes, and I will
ot be moved away from my position,
hatever may come. I will not listen to
e message of this messenger; for I know
at it cannot be truth.' It was from pur-
ing this very course that the popular
urches were left in partial darkness, and
at is why the messages of heaven have

ot reached them."—Testimonies on Sabbath-
chool Work, p. 65; Counsels on Sabbath-School
ork, p. 28.

Inspiration makes very clear that the
ord's messenger dare not in any way im-
rovise upon revelation (Rev. 22:18-20),
lthough often privileged to articulate it

his own words. Judged by the same
andard, no one else dare meddle with the
spired writer's work. This rational se-

uence consistently concludes that when a
oint in one's writings is not clear, then
nly the writer himself should be con-
lted concerning it, if he is living. Other-

ise, only the same Spirit of Inspiration,
e original Author of the writings, can
arify whatever is involved. Indeed, "if a
essage comes," as Inspiration says,
hat you do not understand, take pains
at you may hear the reasons the mes-
nger may give, comparing scripture with
ripture, that you may know whether or

ot it is sustained by the Word of God."—
stimonies on Sabbath-School Work, pp.
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5, 66; Counsels on Sabbath-School Work, p.
9.

In no case is it a moral and safe proce-
ure to appeal to an opposer of one's writ-
gs to il luminate any part of them. A
emocrat would not think of appealing to a
epublican to illuminate the Democratic
latform, or vice versa, if each wished to
now the truth. Remember that Eve's plac-
g credence in the Enemy's interpretation
the Lord's Word (an act which led both

er and Adam to their transgression and
ll, and to their consequent banishment
om Paradise) is what brought the curse

sin and death upon all earthly creation.
ather, it is for us now to avoid this old
umbling block to the pit and thereby
ake it a stepping stone to the Kingdom.

Remember, too, that the practice of com-
aring statements stripped of their context

fundamentally disingenuous, and leads
day to as many perversions and misap-

lications of truth as does the deliberate
resting practiced in Satan's challenge to
hrist: "If Thou be the Son of God, cast
hyself down: for it is written, He shall
ve His angels charge concerning Thee:

nd in their hands they shall bear Thee up,
st at any time Thou dash Thy foot against
stone." Matt. 4:6.

From the points thus far adduced, we see
early enough that the end-products of In-
iration fall into one of two categories—-
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ther Inspiration of words or Inspiration
f ideas. To illustrate specif ically: an
ngel appears and says to one, "The Lord

at such and such a time to do thus and
us with His people. Speak unto them
is message, and show it unto them from
e Scriptures of truth, for the prophets

ave therein spoken it of old." The angel's
essage must be delivered with fidelity to
e idea; though obviously the choice of

ords, aside from the quotations, is neces-
rily left to the messenger. Consequently,

nytime he sees the possibility of making
e inspired idea stand forth more clearly

nd powerfully, the messsenger is under
eepest moral obligation to revise his lan-
uage. Only thus can the stream of in-
ired ideation become progressively more
cid and beautiful.

Still further, there are circumstances in
nnection with certain aspects of every
essage which necessitate clarification.
uch clarification, however, can be no
eater than the light which shines at the

me. And the light may come solely from
ithin the message itself, or, again, it may
erive from a limited understanding com-
on to the time "then present"—an under-
anding which the messenger himself
ares.

Such a case was John the Baptist's. In-
ired to declare only the coming of the

ing, John was squarely confronted with
e question concerning the setting up of
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e kingdom. He answered in keeping with
e common understanding which he as

ell as the people had of the kingdom—
at when the King arrived He would

oubtless set up His kingdom and thus free
is people from the Roman yoke. But
hen Chr is t f ina l ly appeared , He ex-
lained that the time for the kingdom to
e set up, and for the Roman yoke to be
moved from His people's shoulders, was
ot yet come. And the truly "wise" gave
o concern to these discrepant teachings,
ut gladly accepted the truth in its pro-
essive form, and went on to higher and

igher spiritual attainments, whereas those
ho stumbled on this disparity either re-
cted John as a false prophet and ac-
pted Jesus as the Christ, or accepted John

s a true prophet and rejected Jesus as a
lse Christ, and consequently slipped
rther and farther backwards and down-
ards until they were no longer followers
either Christ or John.

The ways of Inspiration are constant,
e same yesterday, today, and tomorrow.
uestions concerning revealed truth must
erefore be answered in the same way to-

ay as they were in John's time. And thus
ow as then, the critical, the skeptical, and
e doubting will find many hooks upon

hich to hang their doubts. But likewise
ow as then, the doubters will be taken in
eir own craftiness.
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Inspiration, moreover, always brings the
essengers of God into perfect harmony,
ever into division. This prime truth is
en beautifully illustrated in the experi-
ce of the apostle Peter, a Jew, with Cor-

elius, the Roman Centurion, a Gentile.
he Lord knew that Peter would never re-
ive a Gentile, and that Cornelius would

ever present himself to a Jew. So both
ere given a vision instructing them what

do. (See Acts 10.) And obeying the
eavenly vision to which they had mutual
spect, they without trouble drew into
utual accord.

Then there is the marvelous experience
f Paul. While he was engaged in the un-
oly work of persecuting the Christians,
e Lord met him on the road to Damascus,
nverted him, and gave him instructions
interview Ananias. But knowing that

nanias, who knew Paul only as a perse-
tor of the faithful, would never receive
e latter on his own profession of con-
rsion and friendship, the Lord gave Ana-

ias a vision likewise, revealing to him
aul's conversion. And thus they, too, like
eter and Cornelius before, were not dis-
bedient to their heavenly vision (Acts
6:19).

In the days of Moses, some rose up
la iming that the Lord was speaking
rough them as well as through Moses
um. 16:2, 3 ). Their agitat ion, how-
er, instead of bringing order and harmony
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etween themselves and Moses, brought
nfusion and dissension, with the tragic
sult that thousands lost their lives
um. 16 :32, 35, 49 ). Had the Lord
oken to those men, He would certainly

ave made known the fact to Moses. But
e very absence of any such revelation,
ade clear to Moses that the Lord was not
alting Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, as
ey claimed He was, but rather that they,

s jealous upstarts and imposters, were
xalt ing themselves. Had Moses, as a
rvant of God, acceded to their demands,

e most assuredly would have met with
me such retribution as did the "man of

od" who, persuaded by the "old prophet" to
rn out of the way and eat bread with

im, when the Lord had charged him not
do so, was slain by a lion. Solemn

sson! Give no heed to human voices con-
ary to God's. (See 1 Kings 13.)

Those, furthermore, whom the Lord pro-
otes, ever shrink from putting themselves
rward. Though David, for example, had
een anointed by Samuel to be king over
rael, he never attempted to take the
rone. As a matter of fact, he did not
en so much as make known his elevation.
nd then at the risk of death at Saul's own
and, he even protected him. In all this
eautiful chivalry, David showed forth the
ve, humility, meekness, and righteous-
ess born (inspired) of the Spirit of God.
is was the calm, kind, forbearing patience
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hich comes with the sure knowledge
at God is in control. Knowing that the

ord had anointed him to be king, he
appily waited until the Lord saw fit to
ut him on the throne.

From these and many other examples,
e see that God not only never delegates
e agent to alter, to reset, or to counter-
and the message with which He has
arged another agent, without His first

aking the matter known to both, but also
at He never honors with promotion those
ho seek to uplift and aggrandize self, but
at He exalts in due season those who

umble themselves under His mighty hand
Pet. 5:6).

As a logical corollary to the foregoing
hases of the subject of Inspiration, it is

be recognized that all who become con-
rted and submissive to the Lord are
cipients of Divine il lumination. For

one but the Holy Spirit can convince one
the Truth, convict him of his sins, give

im repentance, and empower him to obey
od's laws, His statutes and His ordi-
ances. Man himself can no more effect
ese transformations than the leopard can
ange his spots.

"If you see your sinfulness, do not wait
make yourself better. How many there

re who think they are not good enough to
me to Christ. Do you expect to become

etter through your own efforts? 'Can the
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thiopian change his skin, or the leopard
is spots? then may ye also do good, that
re accustomed to do evil.' There is help
r us only in God. We must not wait for
ronger persuasions, for better oppor-
nities, or holier tempers. We can do

othing of ourselves. We must come to
hrist just as we are."—Steps to Christ,
p. 35, 36.

"You can not atone for your past sins,
u can not change your heart, and make

ourself holy. But God promises to do
ll this for you through Christ. You be-
eve that promise. You confess your sins,
nd give yourself to God. You wil l to
rve Him. Just as surely as you do this,
od will fulfil His word to you. If you
elieve the promise,—believe that you are
rgiven and cleansed,—God supplies the
ct; you are made whole, just as Christ
ve the paralytic power to walk when the
an believed that he was healed. It is so
you believe it."—Id., p. 55.

Thus every true follower of Christ is in-
ired in his own lot—one to interpret,
other to study, still another to teach, and
t still another to discern, and all to act
d to sacrifice for His sake.

So also is every true Christian divinely
abled to suffer or to rejoice. Hence,

hatever betide him, whether it be suffer-
g and sorrow, or well-being and joy, the
usting child of God dare credit only the
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rd and none other for his portion. And
member that "there hath no temptation
ken you but such as is common to man:

ut God is faithful, who will not suffer
u to be tempted above that ye are able;

ut will with the temptation also make a
ay to escape, that ye may be able to bear
." 1 Cor. 10:13.

"Behold, He that keepeth Israel shall
either slumber nor sleep. The Lord is
y keeper: the Lord is thy shade upon thy
ght hand. The sun shall not smite thee
y day, nor the moon by night. The Lord
all preserve thee from all evil: He shall

reserve thy soul. The Lord shall preserve
y going out and thy coming in from this
me forth, and even for evermore." Ps.
21:4-8.

Be ye therefore not murmurers as were
ose who "despised the pleasant land,"

nd "believed not His Word; but mur-
ured in their tents, and hearkened not
nto the voice of the Lord. Therefore He
fted up His hand against them, to over-
row them in the wilderness.”

s.106:24-26.

But be like the faithful apostle: "Not
at I speak in respect of want: for I have
arned, in whatsoever state I am, there-
ith to be content. I know both how to
e abased, and I know how to abound:
very where and in al l th ings I am in-
ructed both to be full and to be hungry,
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oth to abound and to suffer need. I can
o a l l th ings th rough Chr is t wh ich
rengtheneth me." Philip. 4:11-13.

But while there flows from the golden
owl (Zech. 4:2) that Inspiration which
ables one to be a true Christian, there

ows from the cauldron of hell that oppo-
te inspiration that works to make one a
lse Christian. The one saves, the other

estroys. Needing as much as we do to
ecome fully conscious and respectful of
e one, the Divine, we at the same time

ave equal need to become fully alive to
s counterfeit—

Satanic Inspiration.

Tragically, this Satanic power has in-
riably throughout the ages been notori-
sly successful among the church leader-
ips. Unwittingly, they have all along
e way been inveigled into following

atan's designs and efforts to tear down (new-
odel) the very work they thought to be

uilding up.

At Christ's first advent, the leaders of
e church were so inspired with the spirit

f Satan that, as church history reveals,
ey at times acted like demons, like men
ho had lost their reason. Impervious
emselves to the rain of Truth as it fell

that day, the priests, scribes, and
harisees were naturally imbued with the
al to keep the people from the showers of
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uth. So it was that they employed every
ossible means to pitch an umbrella, as it
ere, over the heads of the people, so as

prevent even a drop of the life-saving
howers of the early rain from fall ing
pon them. Consequently, though drops
f Truth were falling all around them as
ever before, they were content to remain

drought under the priests' Truth-proof
mbrella.

It was in these dark hours of human
istory, that Truth and error, light and
arkness, freedom and bondage, were
ined in what perhaps was the greatest
nflict of all time. Up to the Pentecost,
ly 120 persons out of the millions then

ving were rescued from the spiritual
earth throughout the land. And not
ntil they were baptized with the Holy
host and filled with power on the Pente-
st were they enabled to help other thirsty
es to break out of the Satanic circle.

Defeated in this effort to quench the
ruth forever, Satan quickly renewed his
forts. Come the Dark Ages, and he is

gain seen inspiring hostilit ies against
ruth and its adherents. Turning loose all
is demons in al l their fury upon the
urch, he brought in the "great tribula-

on, such as was not since the beginning
the world to this time, no, nor ever shall

e." And had those days not been short-
ned, there would have been no flesh
ved, "but for the elect's sake those days"
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ere shortened (Matt. 24:21,22) by the
eformation. Accordingly, only Divine inter-
netion prevented him from silencing the

eformation's voice and dissipating its power.
hus it has always been, is today, and will
e to the bitter end.

As a result, despite all the light now
ining, multitudes foolishly go on hud-

ling under Satan's canopy, at the same
me helping to pull and hold multitudes of
hers under with them. Nevertheless

God's Promise Stands Fast.

"Give ear, O ye heavens, and I wil l
eak; and hear, O earth, the words of My
outh. My doctrine shall drop as the rain,
y speech shall distil as the dew, as the
all rain upon the tender herb, and as

e showers upon the grass." Deut. 32:1, 2.

"Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and
joice in the Lord your God: for He hath
ven you the former rain moderately, and
e will cause to come down for you the
in, the former rain, and the latter rain
the first month. And the floors shall

e full of wheat, and the fats shall over-
ow with wine and oil . . . . And it shall
me to pass afterward, that I will pour
t My spirit upon all flesh; and your sons

nd your daughters shall prophesy, your
ld men shall dream dreams, your young
en shall see visions: and also upon the
rvants and upon the handmaids in those
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ays will I pour out My spirit." Joel
:23, 24, 28, 29.

"Then shall the lame man leap as an
art, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for

the wilderness shall waters break out,
d streams in the desert. And the parched

round shall become a pool, and the
irsty land springs of water: in the habi-
tion of dragons, where each lay, shall be
ass with reeds and rushes." Isa. 35:6, 7.

In spite of Satan's striving to canopy all
rth with his Truth-resistant device, "in
e last days it shall come to pass, that the
ountain of the house of the Lord shall be
tablished in the top of the mountains,
d it shall be exalted above the hills; and

eople shall flow unto it. And many na-
ons shall come, and say, Come, and let us

up to the mountain of the Lord, and to
e house of the God of Jacob; and He will
ach us of His ways, and we will walk in
is paths: for the law shall go forth of
ion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

"And He shall judge among many people,
nd rebuke strong nations afar off; and
ey shall beat their swords into plowshares,
d their spears into pruninghooks: nation
all not lift up a sword against nation,

either shall they learn war any more. But
ey shall sit every man under his vine and

nder his fig tree; and none shall make
em afraid: for the mouth of the Lord of
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osts hath spoken it. For all people will
alk every one in the name of his god, and
e will walk in the name of the Lord our
od for ever and ever." Mic. 4:1-5.

IS SATAN WHOLESALING OR
RETAILING DECEPTION?

uestion No. 4:

Does Satan cast a special stumbling block before
e church as a body, or just attack its members
dividually?

nswer:

ince that tragic day in Eden when he
troduced sin into the world and caused
e fall of man, Satan has cast in the way

each redemptive Movement, a different
umbling block upon which multitudes
ave tripped and fallen. Most assuredly,
erefore, he must be expected to have
me such distinctive danger planted in
r way today. We, though, having in this

ge the tremendous advantage of knowing
e respective pitfalls which have proved
tal to the multitudes in past Movements,
all suffer a proportionately greater con-

emnation and punishment if we fail to
cognize ours. And what is more, if we
il, we shall witness thereby to the uni-
rse that we are the weakest of the weak.
e must stand—stand against the most in-
nious special trap ever set by the Evil
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ne! But how shall we do this if we know
ot what it is or where it is?

To find the danger where it really lurks,
t us briefly view in retrospect previous
ares, by periods in which they occurred,

eginning with the first recorded church
ovement:

The Noatic Movement was ordained to
uild the ark both as a warning of the im-
ending deluge and as a refuge from it.
he special block of stumbling which
atan cast in the way of the multitudes at
at time, he devised from the fact that

ever in all nature had man seen anything
at lent the remotest evidence to the pos-
bility of there ever materializing such a
henomenon as rain. Accordingly, leaning
pon their finite knowledge of nature and
s potentialities, they scoffed and scorned
oah's science and his warning of doom,
d continued their "eating and drinking,
arrying and giving in marriage, until the
ay that Noe entered into the ark, and
new not until the flood came, and took
em all away." Matt 24: 38, 39.

Their exalting human science and disre-
rding divine science, therefore, was the
ecial snare which took the antediluvians.

heir fate solemnly warns us carefully to
oid their mistake.

In the Abrahamic Movement, the father of
e faithful was called to depart from the

ties of the ancient world, in the hope
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at someday the Movement would trium-
hantly possess the promised land. Fully
ware of this fact, Satan worked mightily

sidetrack the Movement into the cities
the nations along the way. On this block
stumbling Lot fell, with the result that

hen the Lord finally snatched him from
e destruction of Sodom, as a brand

lucked from the burning, he came out the
oorest of the poor.

Thus the worldly cities were the quick-
nds to the first postdiluvians. May we

ot lose all therein, as did Lot.

The Mosaic Movement was led out of
gypt to possess the land of promise, and
ere to become a kingdom. Cunningly
iting his temptations to their predisposi-

ons, Satan inspired those who were of age
hen they left the land of Pharoah, to con-
nuous murmuring, complaining, office-
eking and rebelling, and finally to fear-
g the giant inhabitants of the promised
nd. Failing to see that their strength was
e strong hand of the Lord, they were con-
quently forced to wander forty long

ears in the desert, and there to leave
arching the bones of all but two of their
embers who were of age when they left
gypt.

Unbelief, stiffneckedness, distrust of Di-
ne leadership, and office seeking, there-
re, were the four-headed monster that de-
ured the people of the Exodus. And
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ese will devour every Present-truth be-
ver who strays into their lair.

The Canaan Movement under Joshua
as ridded of all sinners and commis-
oned to possess the land, drive out the
eathen, and set up an everlasting king-
om. Knowing that its continuance was
ntingent on their obedience to the Lord's
structions through His prophets, Satan
oved upon the people to mock the mes-
ngers of God, despise His words, and
isuse His prophets, "until the wrath of
e Lord arose against His people, till there
as no remedy" (2 Chron. 36:16), and
e gave them back to captivity.

Hence to the subjects of the kingdom,
e prophets were the great rock of offense
a rock upon which no age before or
nce has been free from stumbling. The
ise today, therefore, will "despise not
rophesyings." 1 Thess. 5 :20.

The Apostolic Movement was brought
rth to proclaim the transferring of the
rthly sanctuary service to the heavenly
abernacle, which the Lord pitched, and
ot man" (Heb. 8:2), and to baptize "in
e name of the Father, and of the Son, and
the Holy Ghost" (Matt. 28:19) all who

ould repent of their sins. But to frustrate
s purpose, Satan set to work to fashion
nother deception, and with the departure
f the apostles he quickly succeeded in
using the church completely to lose sight
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f both the truth of the priesthood of
hrist and the truth of baptism, and to
tablish in their stead an earthly priest-
aft and infant baptism.

Thus being led to disbelieve and disre-
ard the sanctuary services and bap-
sm, their very salvation, the Christian
urch fell through Satan's trapdoor into
ror. And that door is still set to take the
et of the unwary—all who disregard or
ghtly esteem the ever advancing Truth
nfolded in the special sealing message for
day.

The Protestant Movements were raised
p to declare and to exploit the primacy of
e Bible, because the pre-reformation
orld was bound in darkness by unin-
ired man's religious rule, disallowing the
mmon people the right to possess a

ible, and making them dependent upon
is private interpretation of it. Hence
me the Protestant churches in their suc-
ssion, to restore the down-trodden Truth,
ch protesting against these abuses and

surpations of human rights, each being
lled forth to make the Christian world
alize the need of true Inspiration and of
eedom of religion, the right to own a
ible and to study for themselves, and the
uty to make the Bible and the Bible only,
e rule of their faith.

Being determined, though, to bring the
eformation to naught, Satan has from its
eginning constantly worked to cause every
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urch member to revel in private inter-
retation of the Scriptures and in extra
iblical theories. Consequently, Protes-
ntism today finds itself following not
erely in the way of the uninspired Bible
terpretations of one man but in the ways
the uninspired interpretations of thou-

nds of men! And the result is that Chris-
ndom teems with schism and confusion
nrivaled in history—evidence that the
eat work of the founding fathers of the
rotestant Reformation has been perverted
nd turned into an undermining force for
e frustration of God's special design for
e church today.

Thus we see that the Reformation, which,
iginally under the direction of inspired
en, lifted the church out of one morass,
ter under the direction of uninspired
en, plunged her into another, wherein she
as been floundering ever since. And un-
ss we let the Truth extricate us from this
tal bog of confusion, we cannot defeat
e Enemy of Inspiration in his tireless

nd powerful efforts to pervert the im-
lements of our salvation into weapons for
r destruction.

The Seventh-day Adventist Movement
as appointed to declare the sanctuary
ork: "Fear God, and give glory to Him,
r the hour of His judgment [the harvest]
come" (Rev. 14:7) to remove from the

amb's Book of Life, the names of those
ho had not filled their vessels with extra
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il (Matt. 25:3), and those who had not
ut on the wedding garment (Matt. 22:
1), also those who had not doubled their
lents (Matt. 25:14-30); and also to re-
ove the tares from among the wheat
att. 13:30).

This proclamation concerning the dead
as to prepare the living for their impend-
g judgment. For this reason, Satan has
ployed his every device to lull Advent-

ts into being merely hearers and preach-
s but not doers of the Word; into tithing
int and anise and cummin, as it were, but

itting the weightier matters of the law.
short, he has caused them to become

retched and miserable and poor and blind
nd naked by failing on the one hand to
e faithful themselves in doing what they
ach others to do, and by failing on the

ther hand to keep themselves free from
oing what they teach others not to do.
nd to prevent them from awakening to
is "terrible deception" (Testimonies, Vol. 3,

. 254), he keeps them lukewarm, com-
lacently dreaming of being rich in truth
nd of having need of nothing, though in
ct they are in misery and in need of
erything.

Clearly, then, lukewarmness and the hal-
cination of being rich are the faults pe-
liar to the Laodiceans, and are the dan-
rs which if not recognized and removed

re finally to result in God's spuing them
t of His mouth (Rev. 3:16). Thus again
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e Lord mercifully pleads with Present-
uth believers to walk in the light and
un lukewarmness, lest they fall back into
inking themselves rich and increased

ith goods and in need of nothing, and
gain become poor and in need of every-
ing. Thus we see that while Satan has

ot been able to overthrow every individual
ember, he has, though, been able to
erthrow every Movement to date.

The Eleventh-hour Movement, being the
ry last, is consequently in the greatest

anger of all. What urgency, then, that we
eep our eyes wide open lest we, too, fall!
his Movement, however, being the last
ospel e f fort , must "g ive power and
rce" to the Third Angel's Message and
ighten the earth with his glory" (Rev.
8:1); it must triumph, though every
ovement before it has failed. It is des-
ned, not to "prophesy again" to "many na-
ons" (Rev. 10:11), but to "all." And as it
to go to those who have not heard of His

me, and to bring to the house of the Lord
ll the saints "out of all nations" (Isa.
6:19, 20), it is consequently foreordain-

to endure. To effect this prede-
rmined purpose, God is now taking the
ins in His own hands (Testimonies to
inisters, p. 300), to purify the church by
moving from it the tares, and to preserve
free from them henceforth, so that it may
and on Mount Zion with the Lamb (Rev.

4:1).
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Indeed, in the very nature of the case,
e Eleventh-hour Movement must tri-

mph, for, being the last, the one to garner
the harvest, then should it fail, everyone in
e world today would forever remain lost.
ouble, therefore, are the reasons that
e Lord purposes it to stand. Thus the
avidians have been called to "the
ingdom for such a time as this."

"For," declares the Word, "by fire and by
is sword will the Lord plead with all flesh:
nd the slain of the Lord shall be many.
. . And I will send those that escape of
em unto the nations. . . . And they shall

eclare My glory among the Gentiles. And
ey shall bring all your brethren for an
fering unto the Lord out of all nations." Isa.

6:16-20.

"And they [the Gentiles] shall call
em, The holy people, The redeemed of the
rd." Isa. 62:12.

"But who may abide the day . . .? Who
all stand when He appeareth? for He is

ke a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap."
al. 3:2.

All the more reason, then, that its ad-
erents must be tested and proved worthy.
hat, therefore, is the first and gravest

anger confronting Present-truth believers
day?

With the end of the long journey in
ew, the work was never so great, the time
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which to do it never so short, and the
borers never so few, as now. Self-evident,
erefore, is the fact that Satan's supreme
fort at this hour must be to cause the
me to be wasted and the work to go un-
one.

Rouse, then, O Present-truth believer!
ise speedily to the task set, and "whatso-
er thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy
ight. " Eccles. 9:10. No longer let a
oment be wasted, for every precious one is
tal to the salvation of your own soul and
the souls of others.

WHAT SAITH THE SPIRIT UNTO
LAODICEA?

uestion No. 5:

Does not Laodicea in her lukewarmness pre-
nt in a consummate way the dangerous condi-

on which the apostle Paul warns against when
e says: "Let him that thinketh he standeth
ke heed lest he fall"?

nswer:

Sacred history is repetitious with the
agic lesson that when a people go wrong,
s did Israel in Eli jah 's and again in
hrist's time, they are no longer sensible
their being wrong. Likewise repetitious is
e even more tragic lesson that such a

eople have always misconstrued God's
forts to bring them to a realization of
eir errors. So once they are led astray

om the teachings of the prophets, and
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ptivated by new and magnetic human
adership, their liberation and correction
ecome almost impossible. (See Prophets
d Kings, pp. 121-126.)

In varying ways, the fatal weakness
hich has characterized every Movement,
om that of Israel to that of Laodicea, has
een in "laying again the foundation of
pentance from dead works." Heb. 6:1.

nd what is still more basic, and more ur-
ntly to the point, is that each Movement

like failed to progress from one message
the next, and to go on to reach its final
al of transcendental attainments in di-
ne knowledge. Instead, each fell from
e heights of its own early rich experience,

ack down to spiritual poverty, because it
iled to keep pace with the Truth. Each
ivinely called Movement came to a stand-
ill where it contentedly satisfied itself
at it was yet in the sanctified steps to the
ount of Perfection, that it was "flourish-
g, and that peace and spiritual pros-

erity" were "in all [its] borders" (Testi
onies, Vol. 5, p. 217), when in reality,
uite the opposite was the truth. So fol-
ws Laodicea, thinking she is all right
hen she is all wrong.

Never in the violent history of this sin-
eluged world has so great a danger and

great a necessity confronted the church.
this all-enveloping peril, "what does

od say in regard to His people?—'But
is is a people robbed and spoiled; they
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re all of them snared in holes, and they
re hid in prison houses: they are for a
rey, and none delivereth; for a spoil, and
one saith, Restore.' (See also Isaiah 43.)
ese are prophecies that will be fulfilled." —
stimonies to Ministers, p. 96.

"What greater deception can come upon
uman minds than a confidence that they
re right, when they are all wrong!"—
stimonies, Vol. 3, pp. 252, 253.

Again, it is written in Proverbs 29:18
argin), "Where there is no vision, the

eople is made naked."

Here in more extensive relief is the pic-
re of a people who have indeed lost their
ision" (the supernatural guidance af-
rded by the living voice of the prophetic
ft resident among them), but who realize
not. More amazing still, they have evi-

ently introduced their own inventions
dols) as substitutes for the things of
od. This they have done so gradually
at they are quite as unaware of it as they

re that many have not availed themselves
the volumes of the Spirit of Prophecy—

eir very "eyesight." And where others
ave had these volumes of vision lying all
ound them, they have let them go either

nread or unheeded and therefore "unap-
reciated."—Testimonies, Vol. 5, p. 217.
hus it is in this sense more than in any
ther that they have become blind—no
nger even expecting any further revealed
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uth to give power and force to their mes-
ge (Early Writings, p. 277). Yet they
ill flatter themselves that they are in the
ner circle of God's favor!

"The message of the True Witness finds
e people of God in a sad deception, yet

onest in that deception. They know not
at their condition is deplorable in the
ght of God. While those addressed are
attering themselves that they are in an
alted spiritual condition, the message of
e True Witness breaks their security by
e startling denunciation of their true
ndition of spiritual blindness, poverty,

nd wretchedness. The testimony, so cut-
ng and severe, cannot be a mistake, for it

the True Witness who speaks, and his
stimony must be correct."—Testimonies,
ol. 3, p. 253.

If the thinking processes of the Laodi-
ans were not in dire need of a complete
iritual overhauling and re-orientation,
ey would not "think they are all right

hen they are all wrong," think that they
re "rich" when in reality they are de-
erately "poor"—destitute of truth and

ghteousness!

Accordingly, nothing but a message with
ealing in its wings" will heal the Laodi-
an mind of its spiritual sickness. In this

our of the church's crisis, "those who
ave been timid and self-distrustful, will
eclare themselves openly for Christ and
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is truth. The most weak and hesitating in
e church, will be as David—willing to do
d dare."—Testimonies, Vol. 5, p. 81. Why?—

ecause they have the promise that "there
all be a fountain opened to the house of

avid and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for
n and for uncleanness.

"And it shall come to pass in that day,
ith the Lord of hosts, that I will cut off
e names of the idols out of the land, and
ey shall no more be remembered: and

lso I will cause the prophets and the un-
ean spirit to pass out of the land." Zech.
3:1, 2.

"For in that day every man shall cast
way his idols. . . which your own hands
ave made unto you for a sin. . . . Turn ye
nto Him from Whom the children of
rael have deeply revolted." Isa. 31:7, 6.

"In that day shall the Lord defend the
habitants of Jerusalem; and he that is
eble among them at that day shall be as
avid; and the house of David shall be as
od, as the angel of the Lord before them."
ech. 12:8.

The Spirit's Voice through Isaiah is now also
ying aloud: "Awake, awake; put on thy
rength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful
rments, O Jerusalem, the holy city: for

enceforth there shall no more come into
ee the uncircumcised and the unclean.. . .
ow beautiful upon the mountains are the
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et of Him that bringeth good tidings,
at publisheth peace; that bringeth good

dings of good, that publisheth salvation;
at saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!"
a. 52:1, 7.

The same Voice through Nahum also
leads: "Behold upon the mountains the
et of him that bringeth good tidings, that
ublisheth peace! O Judah, keep thy sol-

n feasts, perform thy vows: for the
icked shall no more pass through thee;
e is utterly cut off." Nah. 1:15.

But in all her history, the church as a
hole has never accepted a message from
eaven. The call therefore comes to each
dividual member. Each must decide for
imself. No one should allow himself to
e influenced by another. And "no one
as a right to shut away the light from the
eople. When a message comes in the
ame of the Lord to His people, no one
ay excuse himself from an investigation
its claims. . . . It was from pursuing this
ry course that the popular churches were
ft in partial darkness, and that is why
e messages of heaven have not reached
em."—Testimonies on Sabbath-School
ork, p. 65; Counsels on Sabbath School Work,

. 28.

"But we see that the God of heaven
metimes commissions men to teach that

hich is regarded as contrary to the estab-
hed doctrines. Because those who were
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ce the depositaries of truth became un-
ithful to their sacred trust, the Lord
ose others who would receive the bright

eams of the Sun of Righteousness, and
ould advocate truths that were not in ac-
rdance with the ideas of the religious
aders. And then these leaders in the

lindness of their minds, give full sway to
hat is supposed to be righteous indigna-
on against the ones who have set aside
erished fables. They act like men who

ave lost their reason. They do not con-
der the possibility that they themselves
ave not rightly understood the Word.
hey will not open their eyes to discern
e fact that they have misinterpreted and
isapplied the Scriptures, and have built
p false theories, calling them fundamental
octrines of the faith."—Testimonies to Min-
ters, pp. 69, 70.

Since the Laodiceans are already in the
reatest deception, then for any one of
em to decline to investigate a claimant to
uth for fear of being deceived in so do-
g, is to stultify reason. To investigate

nd to study is one's only salvat ion—
is on ly hope o f g e t t ing out o f h is
resent "sad," "terrible," "fearful" decep-
on (Testimonies, Vol. 3, pp. 253, 254,
60), and his only hope of protection in
eeping him from plunging into the abyss.
o he must study as never before! And in

doing he will find that this is the begin-
ing of the very message he must have in
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der to clear the scales from his eyes and
reak the invisible, but none-the-less real,

ackles of inertia and self-exaltation in
hich the Enemy holds him bound.

DOES TRUTH MAKE DIVISION?

uestion No. 6:

Why do you not candidly admit that any
essage coming from God should not cause
hism and separation among His people? Is

ot the fact that "The Shepherd's Rod" does
use both, sufficient proof that it cannot con-
in the message of the hour?

nswer:

It is certainly true that any fresh revela-
on of truth from God's Word ought never to
use division and separation. But the
d truth is that the opposite has always

een the fact.

To satisfy himself the questioner need
ly ask himself: How many times has God
nt to His church messages that did not

ring both trouble and separation among
is people? If the conclusions support
is premise, then as Christians we must of
urse change our position and admit that
e Rod does not contain a message from
od. If, however, church history discredits
is logic, then of course we shall expect
im, as an honest Christian and a seeker
r truth, to confess that his reasoning has
ot refuted the Rod.



ce
E
m
ri
2
a
fr
b

b
in
fe
ot
a
T
"T
a
w
h

Q

pa
pa

h
Lo

b
W

77

Like all the heaven-sent messages pre-
ding it, the Rod message is, according to
zekiel's prophecy in chapter 9, and Testi-
onies to Ministers, p. 445, set "for the fall and
sing again of many in Israel" (Luke
:34); it is exactly calculated to bring
bout a sifting, a separation of the tares
om among the wheat in the church mem-
ership! (See also Early Writings, p. 270.)

The fact that the message of the Rod
rings a separation, is one more evidence

the proof that in this fundamental ef-
ct, at least, it is right in line with all
her messages from God. This therefore

dds another link to the golden chain of
ruth that cannot be tarnished or broken.
he weight of evidence" is the only fair

nd final criterion worthy of a Christian
ho must ever make an investigation for
imself concerning purported truth.

CHRIST OR HIS SERVANT?

uestion No. 7:

How do you harmonize "Gospel Workers," p. 44,
r. 2, with "The Shepherd's Rod," Vol. 2, p. 240,
r. 2, presented comparatively as follows:

"The messenger is not the Lord Himself, . . .
e is the one who shall prepare the way for the
rd."—"The Shepherd's Rod," Vol. 2, p. 240.

"Christ, the Messenger of the covenant,
rought the tidings of salvation."—"Gospel
orkers," p. 44.
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nswer:

While on page 44, Gospel Workers ap-
lies the title "Messenger of the Covenant" to
hrist, on page 20 it applies it to Moses. In
xtaposition, these are seen as follows:

"When Moses was
chosen as the
messenger of the
covenant,the word given
him was,’Be thou for
the people to
Godward.’”–Gospel
Workers,p.20.

“Christ The
Messenger of the
covenant, brought
the tidings of
salvation.”-Gospel
Workers, p.44

Whereas Gospel Workers applies the term to
oth Moses and Christ, Christ Himself applies

to John the Baptist. He said "unto the
ultitudes concerning John . . . But what went
out for to see? A prophet? yea, I say unto

u, and more than a prophet. For this is he, of
hom it is written, Behold, I send My
essenger before thy face, which shall prepare
y way before thee. And if ye will receive it,
is is Elias, which was for to come." Matt.

1:7, 9, 10, 14.

As God had made both spoken and written
venants with His ancient people that He
ould send them Moses, John, and Christ,
ey came in fulfilment of those covenants. And
ch having brought a message, each in his
n time was the Messenger of the Covenant.

evertheless, the words of Malachi make plain
at the Messenger of the Covenant is, in the
rictest sense, Elijah the prophet (Mal. 3:1-5;
:5), the last messenger who prepares the

When Moses was
hosen as the mess-
nger of the covenant,
e word given him
as, 'Be thou for the
eople to Godward.'"—
ospel Workers, p. 20

"Christ, the Messenger
of the covenant,
brought the tidings of
salvation."—Gospel
Workers, p. 44.
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ay of the Lord. (See Testimonies to Ministers,
. 475.)

In the last analysis, however, the title
essenger of the Covenant belongs to the Holy
pirit. For example,1 Peter 3:18-20 states that
hrist preached to the antediluvians by the
me "Spirit" Who "quickened" Him. But as He

reached by the Spirit in the person of Noah,
ot of Himself, He thereby unfolded the truth
at the Holy Spirit is in all His messengers
ike.

Thus "holy men of God spake as they were
oved by the Holy Ghost." 2 Pet. 1:21. Briefly
mmarized, the term Messenger of the

ovenant means the Holy Spirit (the invisible
hrist) in Heaven's visible representative—be it
oses, John, Christ, Elijah, or some other.

IS THERE NEED FOR "EXTRA OIL"?

uestion No. 8:

I am told that somewhere in her writings,
ster White has said: "We have all the light
hich we need till Jesus comes." Can you
ve the reference?

nswer:

We know of no such statement. Further-
ore, any such declaration would be wholly
ntrary to everything Sister White has written
the subject, as is quickly seen from only two

her many testimonies on this point:
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"The question has been asked me, 'Do
u think that the Lord has any more light
r us as a people?' I answer that He has
ght that is new to us, and yet it is pre-
ous old light that is to shine forth from
e Word of truth. We have only the glim-
erings of the rays of the light that is yet
come to us. We are not making the most

f the light which the Lord has already
ven us, and thus we fail to receive the
creased light; we do not walk in light
ready shed upon us."—The Review and
erald, June 3, 1890.

"We should al l know what is being
ught among us; for if it is truth, we need
. . . . No matter by whom light is sent,
e should open our hearts to receive it
ith the meekness of Christ. . . . O,
ay we ac t as men who want l i gh t ! ”
he Lord sends light to us to prove what
anner of spirit we are of. We are not to
eceive ourselves." "We must not for a
oment think that there is no more light,
o more truth, to be given us."—Gospel Work-
s, pp. 301, 302, 310.

Obviously, therefore, there cannot be
en so much as a suggestion in Sister
hite's writings that we already have all
e Truth and need nothing more. But
ere are in the Bible at least two previews
a people who will mistakenly think they

ave need of nothing more: (1) the five
olish virgins, who think the oil in their
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mps is enough to give them light clear to the
ingdom, but who, being mistaken, fail to
ach their goal (see Matthew 25:1-13); (2) the
odiceans, who think they have need of

othing, although the Lord says they have
eed of everything, and who thus doom
emselves to be spued out of His mouth. (See
evelation 3:14-18.)

Anyone who proceeds upon the assumption
at Sister White has said, "We have all the
ht which we need till Jesus comes," is,

nless he promptly surrenders the notion,
ooming himself to the fate of either a foolish
rgin or an unrepentant Laodicean.

THE LATTER RAIN—WHEN?

uestion No. 9:

"Early Writings," p. 15, speaks about God's
nouncing the day and the hour of Jesus' com-
g, and pouring upon the saints the Holy

host. Does not all this take place at the time
the seven last plagues, just before the sec-
d Advent? If so, then does it not show that
e "latter rain" is to be poured out upon

od's people after the close of probation?

nswer:

True, we do understand from the passage in
estion that toward the close of the seventh

lague, God will announce the day and the
our of Christ's coming, and that He will then
our out His Spirit upon His saints. We do not,
owever, understand this outpouring to be
ther the "latter" or the "former rain"
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f truth, or yet the power prophesied of in
oel 2:23, 28, but rather the final
anifestation of God's Spirit, not to
veal to us any more of Gospel Truth,

or to enable us to proclaim it more fully,
ut simply to baptize us with a fitness to
ehold Jesus face to face, "as He is."

HAS THE LOUD CRY BEGUN?

uestion No. 10:

Sister White wrote in 1892 that the Loud
ry of the Third Angel's Message had already
gun; please explain why others claim that it
yet future. And what makes it "loud"?

nswer:

There must be a marked difference be-
een the voice of the message before the

oud Cry, and the voice of the message in
e Loud Cry; otherwise it would not be
lled "loud."

The message swells to a Loud Cry by
irtue of an "addit ion" which gives it
ower and force."—Early Writings, p.
77. The only conclusion admissib le ,
erefore, is that since the church has never

ccepted an additional message, and since
ere has never come one (other than that
The Shepherd's Rod publications) that

ould give "power and force" to the old
essage, the Loud Cry could not have be-
n at any time previous to this.
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Moreover, the "abominations" in the
urch have not only kept back the Loud

ry but have also even silenced the fainter
y which precedes it. Indeed, "the angel
the church of the Laodiceans," being unfit
en to finish the proclamation of the
essage in its fainter cry, must be alto-
ther unfit to proclaim it in the Loud Cry.
bviously, if he does not now quickly re-
ent and accept the additional message
hich is to begin the Loud Cry, then not
nly will he not help proclaim it but he
ill even be "spued out."

". . . only those who have withstood
mptation in the strength of the Mighty
ne," warns the Spirit of Prophecy, "will
e permitted to act a part in proclaiming

[the Third Angel's Message] when it
all have swelled into the loud cry."—
e Review and Herald, No. 19, 1908.

So while the fainter cry is proclaimed by
ose who have, as well as by those who

ave not, overcome temptation, the Loud
ry is to be proclaimed only by those who
ave.

Though the Loud Cry was to have begun
y 1892, it was muffled when the church
jected the message of Righteousness by

aith in 1888. Thus, the scroll which con-
ined the "additional" message that was

give "power and force" to the Third
ngel's Message, for the time then being
ased unrolling. And consequently, instead
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becoming the light of the world, the
urch herself went into darkness. Seeing
is, the Spirit of Truth made a fearful

ronouncement of doom upon unrepentant
aodiceans, while giving joyous promise
f future glory to all who will arise and
alk in the light that proceeds from the
rone.

"How will any of our brethren know
hen this light shall come to the people of
od?" was the sweeping question then
sked by Inspiration. And the inspired
nswer was: "As yet we have certainly not
en the light that answers to this descrip-

on. God has light for His people, and all
ho accept it will see the sinfulness of re-
aining in a lukewarm condition."—The
eview and Herald, Oct. 7, 1890.

"In the manifestation of the power that
ghtens the earth with its glory, they will
e only something which in their blind-

ess they think dangerous, something
hich will arouse their fears and they will
race themselves to resist it. Because the
rd does not work according to their ex-

ectations and ideal, they will oppose the
ork. Why, they say, should we not know
e Spirit of God, when we have been in
e work so many years?"—Bible Training

chool, 1907. (Reprinted in The Review
nd Herald, Nov. 7,1918.) This statement
lainly projects the Loud Cry into the
ture from 1918.
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"The love of Christ, the love of our
rethren, will testify to the world that we
ave been with Jesus and learned of Him.
hen will the message of the third angel

ell to a loud cry, and the whole earth
ill be lightened with the glory of the Lord."—
stimonies, Vol. 6, p. 401.

IS THE FORMER RAIN THE
PENTECOSTAL POWER?

uestion No. 11:

"The Shepherd's Rod" says that the former
in is the Spirit of Prophecy, and that the lat-
r rain is the closely related pre-Pentecostal
essage, or "teacher of righteousness," which
e church is now receiving, and that the Pente-
stal "power" is still another thing. But "The

esire of Ages" says that the "former rain"
as the "outpouring of the Spirit in apostolic
ays," and the "latter rain," the Pentecostal

tpouring itself, is to occur in the last days.
hat is one to believe?

nswer:

Both books are endeavoring to say what
e Bible says, and in order to bring har-
ony we must restudy the subject directly
om the Bible, specifically from Joel's
rophecy: "Be glad then, ye children of
ion, and rejoice in the Lord your God:
r He hath given you the former rain
oderately, and He will cause to come

own for you the rain, the former rain,
nd the latter rain in the first month."
el. 2:23.
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No one should fail to see that Joel's
rophecy calls for double fulfilment. Al-
ough those who are promised the latter
in, are told that they have already been
ven the former rain, yet when the latter
in falls upon them, it brings the former
in with it, both coming upon them in the

rst month. The marginal rendering for
e rain designates it a "teacher of right-

ousness." Now, if the former rain re-
eats and comes down with the latter rain

the same month, then the fact stands out
at the former rain in the apostles' day is
e one o f which The Des i re of Ages
eaks, and that the former rain which
lls in the month of the latter rain, is the
e of which the Rod speaks.

In the natural realm, the former rain
ursts and sprouts the seed and the latter
in brings the blade to full development.

o in the spir i tual realm, "the former
in" must denote a heaven-sent message to
rminate the spiritual seed, and "the
tter rain," a subsequent message to
pen the grain for the spiritual harvest.
thus bringing the receiver to full maturity of

ghteousness, the former and the latter
ins represent two teachers of righteous-

ess. In the complete application, the two
tter-day rains therefore are not only the
utpouring of the first pre-Pentecostal
uth, the teachings of Christ in His day,
e type, but are also the initial outpour-
g of the last pre-Pentecostal truth, the
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dvanced Truth in our day, the antitype.
irst there must be the revelation of Pente-
stal truth before there can be given the

entecostal power to proclaim it: "And it
all come to pass afterward [after the
rmer and the latter rain]," says the All-
nowing One, "that I will pour out My
pirit upon all flesh." Joel 2:28.

Accordingly, these two manifestations of
e Holy Spirit are seen to be inseparable.

he first develops a people by teaching
em in righteousness; the second fully

atures them, and clothes them with power
proclaim the truth in righteousness. In

nsequence, there is given in the first
hase of the work "a teacher of righteous-
ess" who trains an army of under-teachers

righteousness for the carrying out of the
cond phase.

Since there was to be a revelation of
uth in the apostles', in Sister White's, and
our day, The Desire of Ages is correct in
ying that, at that time (when it was

ritten), the former rain was the "rain"
truth in the apostles' day. But as today

e former rain is not only the truth of the
ostles' day but also that of Sister White's

ay, the Rod is correct in saying that her
ritings are "the former rain" today, and
at the latter rain, as Joel shows, is di-
ctly applicable to the last message—the
essage of today (Joel 2:23). Thus only
ith the former rain being the writings of

ister White, and the "latter rain" being
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e Rod) can both former and latter fall at
e same time, as required by Joel 2:23.

nd the Spirit's power, being subsequent
the former and latter rain, is therefore

t future.

WHEN IN NEED OF TRUTH, WHY BEG
FOR POWER?

uestion No. 12:

Being told to pray for the outpouring of the
oly Spirit, thousands upon thousands have
rnestly done so, but to no avail. Why?

nswer:

From time to time many zealous individ-
al and group Christian Movements have
unched impressive prayer-marathons in
determined, persevering effort to bring

bout the fulfilment of the promised out-
ouring of the Holy Spirit, even the "latter
in." Because, though, these periodic ef-
rts have invariably ended in heart-break-
g disappointment and frustration, thou-
nds of souls have become confused and

ewildered, given up their faith complete-
, and perhaps sunk into infidelity.

Yet no student of the Scriptures will
eny that the Bible does definitely hold
rth the promise of a singularly dynamic
anifestation of the Holy Spirit, to be-
ow upon all believers a special outpour-
g of power such as the apostles received
the day of Pentecost,—yes, even greater.
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hen the answer to the question, Why do
e not now receive It? inescapably is,
ecause the conditions for receiving it have
ot as yet been met. When they are met,
is sure promise of God will be instan-
neously fulfilled, even as it was with the
ostles.

Therefore, whatever is now keeping the
hristian from receiving this greatest of
e gifts, the hindrance must lie with him
d not with God.

There is a promise of the Comforter, the
pir it of Truth (John 16:7-13), and a
romise of the "latter rain." Joel 2:23, 28.
his promised Comforter, the apostles re-
ived on the day of Pentecost, and It was
abide with them forever; that is, even

ith their successors. But as in the apos-
lic succession, men of the primitive ap-
tolic caliber ceased, the Comforter grad-

ally disappeared. And though He has at
ifferent times reappeared in the form of
e Spirit of Truth, His Pentecostal power

nd presence have never since been reim-
arted. This manifestation of the Spirit

Power (Joel 2:28) should not, however,
e confused with the manifestation of the
pirit in Truth (Joel 2:23).

The very title, "latter rain," itself shows
at this particular manifestation takes

lace in the "latter days"—our time. And
rough Zechariah the prophet, Inspiration
pointing out that there is a set time for
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e latter rain, urges: "Ask ye of the Lord
in in the time of the latter rain; so the

ord shall make bright clouds, and give
em showers of rain, to every one grass in
e field." Zech. 10:1.

The related passage of Joel 2:23, mar-
nal rendering, makes clear that "the lat-
r rain," the last message, is "a teacher of
ghteousness," bringing to the recipient full
nowledge of Truth, righteousness. There-
re whi le Chris t ians are urgently re-

uested to pray and agonize for the Spirit
Truth at all times, they are even more

rgently instructed to pray for it now!

As in the natural state of things, the
tter rain comes not only to make the
heat grow but also to bring it to its full
aturity, so, by spiritual analogy, this

eacher of Righteousness must bring the
ints to the full stature of men in Christ

esus (Eph. 4:13)—fit them for the King-
m.

But the second phase, that promised
ower (Joe l 2 :28) which comes "after-
ard," after "the latter rain," is that for
hich most Christians are praying without
nsidering that there is a first phase (Joel

:23)—the "teacher of righteousness," a
nal outpouring of Present Truth—which
ust be obtained before the final outpour-
g of power can be realized.

It is evident that the part which comes
fterward," the Pentecostal power, comes
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enable the receiver to proclaim the lat-
r truth; and this power will not come un-
l the church as a body, "every one grass

the field" (Zech. 10:1), not a group
ere and a group there, has joyously as-
milated for its spiritual growth all the
in that the Teacher of Righteousness,

ho has now come, has brought.

But the great question here confronting
s is : When can "every grass" every
urch member, receive this glorious Truth

nd power? Shal l sa int and hypocr ite
are them alike? Inspiration answers:

"By fire and by His sword will the Lord
lead with all flesh: and the slain of the
ord shall be many. . . . and I will send
ose that escape of them unto the nations.
. . and they shall declare My glory among
e Gentiles. . . . they shall bring all your

rethren . . . to My holy mountain Jeru-
lem, saith the Lord, as the children of
rael bring an offering in a clean vessel
to the house of the Lord." Isa. 66:16,
, 20.

So in the time between the "latter rain"
f truth and the "outpouring" of the
pirit's power, there will be sealed a conse-
ated number who will escape from among
e "slain of the Lord." In other words, at
e first-fruit harvest, when all the sinners

ave been taken out of the church, and the
ghteous left by themselves as were the
0 disciples in the upper room, then and
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ly then can the Lord finally pour out His
pirit's power upon all, so that all (all the
scaped" ones) shall prophesy, dream
eams, and see visions.

"And it shall come to pass, that he that
left in Zion, and he that remaineth in

erusalem, shall be called holy, even every
ne that is written among the living in
erusalem: When the Lord shal l have
ashed away the filth of the daughters of
ion, and shall have purged the blood of
erusalem from the midst thereof by the

irit of judgment, and by the spirit of
urning. And the Lord will create upon
ery dwelling place of mount Zion, and

pon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by
ay, and the shining of a flaming fire by
ight: for upon all the glory shall be a
efence. And there shall be a tabernacle
r a shadow in the daytime from the heat,
d for a place of refuge, and for a covert

om storm and from rain." Isa, 4:3-6.

Only after this great purge in the church
escribed also in the ninth chapter of

zekiel), will the remnant be equipped to
rry their fully blazing, lighted torch of

ruth to all the Gentile world. Out of
ion will then go forth the law, and the
ord of the Lord from Jerusalem. The
ork will then be finished, "cut short in
ghteousness," and the Lord will then ap-
ear in glory—seen by every eye (Rev.1:7).
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FORTY YEARS WITHOUT
REFILLING?

uestion No. 13:

How can it be true that no progressive truth
as given to the church during the forty-year
riod from 1890 to 1930, when so many of

ster White's writings were published from
90 to 1915?

nswer:

Though many of Sister White's manu-
ripts were published during the period
time stated above, yet a careful check

ill reveal that if any new revelation of
mely Bible truth, "meat in due season,"
as published therein, it was revealed to
er before 1890. In fact, as early as 1871,
e herself announced this cessation of

ght through the Testimonies: "I am au-
orized from God to tell you that not an-
her ray of light through the Testimonies
ill shine upon your pathway, until you
ake a practical use of the light already
ven.”—Testimonies, Vol. 2, p. 606.

So whatever Testimonies she wrote be-
een the dates in question (1890 and

915) were not expressly to reveal timely
ible truth, but primarily to furnish coun-
l, admonition, reproof, and instruction in
ghteousness in an endeavor to save the
aodiceans from being spued out. Any
ther of her writings remained, in their
ophetic aspects, a mystery until the forty
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ars expired with the arrival of The Shepherd's
od.

So long without spiritual oil, the church's
ruth-containing vessel needed to be re-
lled with fresh oil, that her lamp might
ghten her path all the way to the King-
om, lest she fall from the strait and nar-
w road at the very end of her long

i lgr image. So in His great love and
ercy, the Lord has sent The Shepherd's
od to gather up and make a practical use

the light already given. Therefore, now,
mmands the Lord, "Hear ye the Rod, and
ho hath appointed it." Mic. 6:9.

DOES THE SHEPHERD'S ROD SET
PROPHETIC DATES?

uestion No. 14:

In the following statement, "While God
ears the way for the seven last plagues by
ying some of His people to sleep in the grave,
e has done the same for the event to take
ace in 1931 (if that date be correct)," does
he Shepherd's Rod," Vol. 1, p. 219, mean to
ach that the judgment of the dead closed in
31 or thereabouts?

nswer:

In the statement in question, the Rod has
o reference to the Investigative Judgment.
e message sets no date, either exact or

pproximate, for the closing of the judg-
ent of the dead, or for the beginning of
e judgment of the living. The time of
e cessation of the one event and the be-
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nning of the other, is not to be known

ntil the one is past and the other begun.

As to the 1931 date and the event con-
ected with it, we have no further light at

e present time than is to be found in The

hepherd's Rod, Vol. 1, pp. 108-114, and

ol. 2, p. 275. It was at the close of 1930

nd the beginning of 1931 that the publi-

tion of the message in the Rod took

lace, revealing the truth of the 144,000

nd calling for a reformation. So, while it

as not exactly understood beforehand

hat the nature of the event would be, yet
hen the fulness of the time came and no

her event occurred but this one, it was

ereby identified as the one predicted in

zekiel 4 in connection with the end of the

30 prophetic years when the "scroll" was

unroll another turn.

( A l l i t a l i c s o u r s . )

WHAT SHALL YOUR NEXT

STEP BE?

Now if you have enjoyed, appreciated,
d profited by this question-and-answer

cursion through Book No. 1, and if you

esire to continue, then send for Book No. 2.

will be mailed as a Christian service

ithout charge or obligation.
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